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30 Year Guarantee 

Widths 3-40m & any length 
Permanent or Temporary 

100% Clearspan - 

no internal Posts/Trusses 
Conform to BS5950/6399 
Maintenance Free/Highly Secure 


planning service 


GOOD HOTELS, GOOD PRICES. 


WE UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU, AS A COACH OPERATOR 


NEED TO KEEP YOUR CUSTOMERS HAPPY. 
FREE SECURE PARKING AND COACH WASH FACILITIES PROVIDED. 
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TOUR OPERATOR BOOKINGS 


The above tariffs are the minimum rate and are non commissionable. 

The operator will be responsible for the payment of the deposit and the total 
| amount of the final account. Room allocations: |3 Twin, || Double, 5 Single 

(53 beds) (29 rooms). One driver room (single) f:o.c. All arrangements and 

payment via McColls call centre at Dunoon. 


| Tel: 08702 40 30 80 
Fax: 01369 702764 
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TEL: 01494 716996 


AIR CONDITIONED 
29 seats, crew seat, power door, 

CURA S SAN ICOMAILIONIN G sascsnsatrassccsselacctsevvnueesecocqrtbseareneztusstcovaencsesancsricaceonivavseatetpisipusse Rene £49,000 
49/53 recliners, crew seat, centre sunken demountable 
toilet, continental door, air conditioning, double glazing, AUtO GEArDOX.......ssssssssssssenssseessee £85,000 
51 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, cen- 
tre sunken toilet, continental GOOF...........cssesssesserseeseeseer FING TO VIEW...c..csssesesceseesesssens £97,000 
30/49 recliners, rear kitchen, toilet, tables, air condi- 
thoned tables: GOMeratOn: TV) VIGO: ssssssaisasssssonssetssstcccorsnesaunasised4atpiees ecratestacsrasststiniiieaciaoe £87,500 
49/51 recliners, centre toilet/cont. door, fridge, boiler, 
webasto, Telmar, air conditioned £87,500 


8 seats, air conditioned.. .. £7,500 
24 Ambiente recliners, 6 tables, 2 crew seats, rear saloon, toilet, rear 


Servery, Video + MONItor, Air CONGILIONEM..........csssesesesseessssssseeesssseesssssesesssssesssssineessseiseesstee £50,000 
49 rec, crew seat, crew saloon toilet, fridge/boiler by 

GOW SGA; CINCO FAULO) G/B tee satscersatva a coainctsstctvarctoesvtsesossvssenvossoseousoesasevsenccerencass MAAOFOOeH £52,500 
35 recliners, rear continental door + steps + floor panel, air conditioning, 

fridge by dashb@afaseuitclins crctseccercessarecpctentrercsagccaavssesosssosoapsasoseenssssnnsssoovsnsssssistnsvcsuocnn £47,000 


VOLVOS 


sunken toilet, cont door,double glazed 


OTHER COACHES & MIDIS - MINIS 


26 seat, p/door, racks, forced air... 
16 seat Coachcraft 
19 seats, power door, boot, 3 point belts 
24 seats, belts, p/door, rack, boot, radio 
low driver,51 recliners, rear 
continental door, sunken toilet, double glazing, crew seat, air conditioning prepared......£49,500 
18 seat, large! Hoot; sisisnnassingoriininiiitron eee £10,250 
ABISCALS, largo: DOO... ccs; seat neMrecsenispseseesseenseciescds wanna £7,750 


23-seats..... 


53 seat, power door. 

51/55 seats, centre demountable toilet 
74 seat..... 

49 recliners, toilet 


let, crew seat, continental door. 
49 recliners, centre sunken toile 

57 seats... 

semi auto, 53 seat. 

35 retrimmed rec, 2 tableS......ceeesseeseseaneen 
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49 rec, citoilet, Continental dOOF......sceseseetesessessnessseenneesnee 
BUSES 
2b SOAS Ss, ti hin chs mets ascac tanner £12,000 
LE S Kingshill House, Spurlands End Road, 
Great Kingshill, High Wycombe, 


Bucks HP15 6PE 
Fax: 01494 716331 
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owners 


Hallmark sells 
to Centra 


CENTRA, part of Central Parking 
System (CPS), one of the UK’s 
leading transport management 
companies, has bought Hallmark 
Coaches, one of the industry’s 
most prominent luxury coach 
companies. The acquisition was 
completed on 29 July. 


Full story on page 6 
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easyBus’s much anticipated launch on 19 August is 
likely to be given nationwide coverage as the Stelios 
PR machine kicks into overdrive. 

Stelios Haji-loannou has changed the way the 
nation thinks about price-demand marketing. easyJet, 
the airline that he founded in 1995 aged just 28, is 
now a household name and unquestionably 
transformed European air travel. 

Mr Haji-loannou, who describes himself as a serial 
entrepreneur now concentrates on developing new 
internet-based marketing opportunities through 
easyGroup. With his family holding 41% of the shares 
in £1 billion easyJet, pockets are deep. 

But easyBus will have to fight for its slice of an 
already highly contested cake. Despite being one of 
the first to talk about coach and bus demand-price 
marketing, it has been very slow off the mark. Industry 
observers have questioned the economics of new 16- 
seaters with fares starting at just £1, a view 
strengthened by talk in the early stages of worryingly 
low driver rates and recruits having to find appropriate 
parking spaces for vehicles. 

Stagecoach’s megabus.com, launched a year ago, is 
usually portrayed as the act that easyBus’s now has to 
beat. The economics of Megabus seems clearer with 
its high capacity mid-live double deckers imported 
from Hong Kong. Like easyBus, it avoids expensive 
bus station pick up points and the Scottish group has 
also stolen a march by rapidly establishing a network 
first. In Chief Executive Bran Souter’s view most 
significant has been the growth from new users. “Of 
the 35 to 40% of our generated traffic - people who 
wouldn’t have otherwise made the trip if our service 
didn’t exist - many have left their cars to use 
Megabus,” he has said. 

Denis Wormwell, Chief Executive of National 
Express Coach Division is not impressed either-way. 
“Anybody can sell pound notes for ninety pence,” is 
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Mr Wormwell’s view. He doubts whether either 
easyBus or Megabus will make money in the medium 
to long-term, although this has not stopped his 
company from dropping fares on corridors where it’s 
competing. 

In announcing the start date of easyBus, Mr Haji- 
loannou targeted trains as the competitor. “Watch out 
Richard Branson,” he observed. “I’m now going to 
offer consumers a cheaper service than your trains, 
which will also run on time.” 

Quite how high-up Mr Branson’s list of concerns 
easyBus will be is certainly open to conjecture. The 
unquestioned success of easyJet has not always been 
matched by other ventures pioneered by easyGroup 
and there is no doubt that Stagecoach, which also part 
owns Virgin Rail, and National Express know their 
businesses. 

But perhaps there is more to easyBus in delivering a 
level of ‘door-to-door’ service that main stream 
operators can’t and don’t want to offer, and where 
taxis would be too 
expensive. Involving 
Julian Peddle-owned 
MK Metro could also 
prove to be a shrewd 
move as Mr Peddle has 
his own reputation as an 
industry entrepreneur. 

Stelios might yet have 
hit on another new 
magical opportunity. 
Only time will tell, but 
the next few months 
could be interesting. 


Mike Morgan 
Editor ' | 


To comply with the requirements of the 
Audit Bureau of Circulations, we must have 
individual signed requests to add names to 
the circulation list. ABC application 
approved — September 2003. Qualifying 
readers get their copy free every 
Thursday. To receive a copy call 0870 241 
8745. All readers will be asked to fill in a 
form once every three years to ensure that 
routeONE is still giving the industry what it 
wants out of a weekly news-led magazine. 


PSV operators automatically qualify to 
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receive routeONE. We will normally 
only send one copy to each company 
operating centre. Additional copies 
available, priced £99 per year. 
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Sto 9] in the name af VOSA 


VERYONE who has 
passed their 
Certificate of 
Professional Competence 
(CPC) exam and most 
coach and bus drivers will 
be aware that only the 
police have been able to 
stop vehicles required for 
roadworthiness and 
tachograph spot checks. 

However, that is no longer 
the case now that the police 
can delegate powers to 
accredited staff employed by 
the Vehicle & Operator 
Services Agency (VOSA). 

A pilot scheme for Power to 
Stop involving six police forces 
has been voted a success, so 
VOSA has been given the 
green light to roll-out its 
programme across the whole 
of England and Wales. It gives 
VOSA an extra weapon in its 
campaign to target non- 
compliant operators. 

Early figures from areas 
accredited with the Power to 
Stop show that VOSA has been 


able to carry out 36% more 
roadworthiness inspections, 
and issued 29% more 
prohibition notices. Traffic 
enforcement checks have 
increased by 44% with traffic 
prohibitions up 106%. A total 
of 1,900 extra prohibitions 
were issued. These figures 
relate to the |2 month period 
until the end of June 2004 and 
include PSVs and trucks. 
VOSA'ss new Power to Stop 
gives accredited staff, known as 
‘Stoppers’, the legal authority 
to stop vehicles without a 
police officer in support. This, 
it is claimed, enables the police 
to concentrate on other 
priorites such as road casualty 
reduction and tackling crime 
and disorder. Until the new 
powers were agreed, police 
officers had always to be 
present during spot-checks as 
only they had the authority to 
stop the vehicles. This meant 
VOSA staff were reliant on the 
availability of uniformed officers 
to carry out checks. Critically, 
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254 \chicle Inspectorate 


CHECK 


this new power is ae or 
to increasing VOSA's 
effectiveness in targeting 
vehicles and operators that are 
likely to break regulations. 
These new powers were 
contained in the Police Reform 
Act 2002, but were first piloted 


over 18 months in 
Cambridgeshire, Wales, 
Northumberland, Greater 


Manchester, Staffordshire and 
the Metropolitan Police area. 
Roads Minister David 
Jamieson expressed surprise 
that a curious, and arguably 
unintended, requirement of 
the Act insists on permission 
from each individual Chief 
Constable before VOSA staff 
can take over the roll of the 
police in stopping vehicles. 
However, outgoing VOSA 
Chief Executive, Maurice 
Newey is convinced that the 
pilot schemes proved that “it 
works”, and David Jamieson 
hails the pilot as a “great 
success”, saying: “The task of 
the police must be to target 


crime on the road and VOSA’s 
new powers will liberate police 
time.” 

VOSA Stoppers are now 
active in the |8 areas, including 
the six pilots, where Chief 
Constables have signed the 
agreement. These are: 

Avon and Somerset 

Cambridgeshire 

Cleveland 

Devon and Cornwall 

Dorset 

Essex 

Greater Manchester 

Lancashire 

Lincolnshire 

Metropolitan 

Norfolk 
® North Wales 

Northumbria 
» South Wales 

Staffordshire 

West Yorkshire 

Kent 

West Mercia 

It will take several months 
before VOSA Stoppers are 
active in all 43 areas. 
Meanwhile VOSA has acquired 


a ese - Ford cael in high- 
visibility police-style ‘battenburg’ 
livery, which are, incidentally, 
exempt from Vehicle Excise 
Duty and forbidden from using 
flashing blue lights. 
Nevertheless, a driver who 
refuses to either stop or follow 
instructions is committing an 
offence. 

However, only selected staff 
are authorised ‘Stoppers’. They 
have received appropriate 
training and carry accreditation. 

The VOSA Stoppers will use 
their Galaxys in two roles. 
One is to ‘pull’ targeted 
vehicles either to the side of 
the road or to a spot check at 
the nearest VOSA site where 
one of its six mobile roller 
brake testers may be in use. 
The second role will see the 
vehicles parked at the roadside 
in the same manner as police 
mobile speed cameras. 
However, the Galaxys will not 
be checking speed, but will use 
Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) 


equipment that uses cameras 
linked to a central database, 
identifying vehicles that are not 
taxed, not shown on an O- 
licence, or do not have a 
current test certificate. The 
ANPR operative is notified 
within seconds. A second 
Galaxy positioned further along 
the road will then stop the 
suspect vehicle or alternatively 
the details are recorded and a 
visit to the operator’s premises 
arranged. 

David Jamieson embraced 
the scheme as a method of 


“We can’t allow competi- 
tiveness within the industry to 
be on the basis of cutting 
corners on_ safety and 
maintenance.” 

Although conceding that the 
general record of the coach and 
bus industry is very good, Mr 
Jamieson said: “I know that 
some operators get incensed 
when they are undercut by 
those who cut corners. The 
good operators feel justifiably 
angry because it is an industry 
that works on tight margins and 
cutting corners has the affect of 


rogue operators is reinforced 
when he said: “We don’t want 
to inconvenience the good 
operator.” 

Speaking of the ANPR 
technology, Mr Jamieson says 
failure to pay Vehicle Excise 
Duty often indicates that a 
vehicle is uninsured. 

Speaking to VOSA staff 
attending the official Power to 
Stop launch at Tormarton 
Enforcment Site in Wiltshire, he 
said: “Just think of the wider 
impact of the job that you do. 
If you’re improving safety and 


top stories 


CENTRA, part of Central Parking System (CPS), one of the 
UK’s leading transport management companies, has bought 
Hallmark Coaches, one of the industry’s most prominent 
luxury coach companies. The acquisition was completed on 
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" “ep 
levelling the competition driving down standards.” reducing deaths, that must be satiatenl 7 7 
playing field. He told route His stance on targeting a good day’s work.” L 3 J ‘ 
What is VOSA responsible for? @ Enforcing drivers’ hours and licensing ry 7 ¢ 


@ Processing applications for licences to "eduirements 

operate PSVs and lorries, and registering local @ Supporting Traffic Commissioners to help 
bus services them make informed decisions on operating 
@ Operating and administering testing licensing, vocational drivers and bus 
schemes for all vehicles, including the "eg!stration requirements 

supervision of the MOT testing scheme e Providing training and advice for 
@ Enforcing the law on vehicles to ensure Commercial operators 

that they comply with legal standards and @ Investigating vehicle accident, defects and 
regulations 


FLEDGLING easyBus has opened bookings for its first route 
between Milton Keynes and Hendon Central tube station, 
that starts on 19 AUguSt........ssescsseccscscscececescersreneree 


IN A MOVE that surprised First and many in the indus- 
try, the results of a ballot announced on Monday of its 
South Yorkshire drivers, rejected its latest pay offer by 723 
votes to 502 and 1,500 drivers are continuing an indefi- 
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“tf you ask me, the ‘Power to Stop’ 
has gone straight to your heads!” 


STAGECOACH has bought the express coach business of 
Scottish-based Motorvator, which will take over from 
Megabus on the Edinburgh to Glasgow corridor...... 


| 
| 
i 

| 


| CHECKPOINT 


PROPOSALS to stop foreign coach drivers who commit 
motoring offences avoiding penalties by leaving the coun- 
try, and the introduction of graduated fixed penalties for 
all commercial drivers were announced last week by Road 
Safety Minister David Jamieson............scsessesseserseeees 


gain a perceived cost advantage by saving 
money in critical areas. 


routeOne Comment 
Despite what we may like to believe, Joe 


Power to Stop has quite rightly been Public is ill-equipped to judge the roadwor- 


supported by ACPO, the Association of Chief 
Police Officers, and the trade associations 
representing coach, bus and truck operators. 

On the face of it there is no good reason 
to oppose the scheme. Rogue operators are 
unwelcome and as David Jamieson points out, 
there must be a level playing field of road- 
worthiness and drivers’ hours compliance. 

The coach and bus industry is highly 
competitive, operating on narrow margins 
that encourage the unscrupulous to cut 
corners. 

This is an industry that can ill afford to cut 
any corners because the reputation of all can 
be adversely affected by the actions of the few. 
Neither can it afford to allow individuals to 


thiness of a coach or bus. However, they are 
all too easily seduced by low price. Therefore, 
we must support this VOSA initiative. 

However, the enforcement system can only 
work effectively if it is built on trust. More 
power to VOSA's elbow must not be allowed 
to encourage over zealous enforcement that 
ignores common sense. 

It would be very unfortunate if this was to 
happen with VOSA. However, the first coach 
‘pulled’ by a VOSA Stopper was empty of 
passengers and was being driven to a point 
where it could have its broken rear window 
repaired. It was given a delayed prohibition, 
which was totally unnecessary and unreason- 
able in the circumstances. 


YORK Country Buses run by Adam Askew closed on 31 
EMD cteasetere cred acetratentaseesbectacsosexspts ees vectetvasetsvocsr=acetarartaass 
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Centra acquires Hallmark 


Hallmark’s prestigious client base 
transfers to the new owners 


ONE OF London’s few- 
remaining independent bus 
operators has sold-out to 
its bigger neighbour for an 
undisclosed sum. 

Family-owned E Thorpe 
and Sons Ltd, based in West 
London, has been bought by 
Metroline, the wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the Singapore 
based ComfortDelgro Corpo- 
ration Limited, which is one of 
the largest listed land transport 
companies in the world. 

Thorpes operates bus 
services on behalf of Transport 
for London (TfL), running 66 
buses on four main contracts 
and has additional vehicles 
operating on mobility bus 
services in the area. 

The main contracts oper- 
ated by Thorpes are routes 70, 
210, 316 and 705. 

The company will operate 
as a standalone business within 
Metroline, continuing to run its 
contracts from premises at 
Perivale and Wembley. 

Jim and Frank Thorpe, the 
current owners, will manage 
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Thorpes sells 
to Metroline 


the daily operations of Thor- 
pes reporting directly to Steve 
McAleavy, Managing Director 
of Metroline. 

Steve McAleavy _ told 
route : “Lam delighted to 
announce the acquisition of 
Thorpes and look forward to 
working with Jim and Frank 
Thorpe to further develop the 
business. They share Metro- 
line’s commitment to deliver 
high quality services on behalf 
of London Buses” 

Metroline is one of the top 
five London-based bus compa- 
nies, currently running |2% of 
the capital’s bus services under 
contract to TfL. 

It carries 181 million passen- 
gers every year, operates 82 
routes, covers over 31 million 
journey miles each year, 
employs almost 3,000 people 
and runs a fleet of almost 
1,000 buses in North, North 
west, Central London and 
South Hertfordshire. 

Metroline also owns Scot- 
tish Citylink and Aerdart of 
Dublin. 


Mike Morgan 


ENTRA, part of 
Central Parking 
System (CPS), one of 


the UK’s leading transport 
management companies, 
has bought Hallmark 
Coaches, one of the 
industry’s most prominent 
luxury coach companies. 
The = acquisition was 
completed on 29 July. 
Centra assumes responsibility 
for the operational business 


and assets of Hallmark 
Coaches, including the 
company’s staff. The 


acquisition means Centra now 
operates a fleet comprising 40 
premium quality coaches. 
Hallmark’s existing client 
base — which includes some of 
the UK’s major blue chip 
companies and Premier 
League football clubs —also 


transfers under Centra’s 
management, and will operate 
under the existing Hallmark 
Coaches brand. 

Stuart Lawrenson, Senior 
Vice President Europe for 
CPS, told route ERIS 
acquisition is a positive move 
for Centra. It means we are 
continuing to expand upon our 
business in the UK and, in 
particular, broadening the 
portfolio and service offering 
from Centra.” 

The integration of Hallmark 
Coaches means Centra now 
has the capability to base its 
coaches nationwide. This 
diversity will allow Centra to 
offer increased and more 
efficient services, alongside 
enhancing the service already 
supplied to — Hallmark’s 
prestigious client base. 

With the inclusion 
of Hallmark’s — established 


Civis comes 


A DIESEL-ELECTRIC 
hybrid Civis bus is making 
its UK public debut in 
Manchester on Saturday 
when lIrisbus displays a 
vehicle during a 10-day 
promotional tour. 

The public event, organised 
by Greater Manchester 
Passenger Transport 
Executive, will show the style 
of vehicle that could be 
running on their streets if it 
wins funding for its Wigan- 
Leigh Bus Corridor, part of 
which would be guided. A bid 
to the 2005/6 Local Transport 
Plan for £9 million to buy 15 
vehicles at £600,000 each, was 
made on 31 July. The result is 
expected to be known in 
December. 

After a press day on 6 
August it will be exhibited in 
Albert Square, Manchester; 
(7-9th); Swinton Civic Centre, 
Salford (12th); Stock Hotel, 
Walkden, Salford (13th) and St 
Mary’s Way, Leigh Town 
Centre (l4th and 16th). 
Overnight the Civis is being 
garaged at First’s Bolton 
depot. 

Ten Civis have just entered 
operation in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, on its first exclusive 


Ten Civis have started 
operations in Las Vegas. A 
demonstrator will be in 
Manchester from Saturday. 


Bus Rapid Transit right-of-way 
—the first of its kind in the USA 
- using Siemens’ optical 
guidance equipment. The 13 
miles route serves 20 stops, 
including one outside the 
famous Venetian hotel and 
casino. The journey time is 28 
minutes, compared with 
47mins for a conventional bus 
on the same route. 

Optical guidance means 
that in addition to traffic light 
priority, the vehicles park as 
close as possible to kerbs at 
stops, providing level access 
for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs. Tickets are 


Coaches 


infrastructure, Centra now 
operates from bases including 
London Heathrow, Gatwick, 
Stansted, Birmingham, Luton 
and Manchester. 

Paul Churchman, Head of 
Operations for Centra, said: 
“Centra is a dynamic division, 
and this acquisition will allow us 
to rejuvenate the service 
supplied to Hallmark’s existing 
client base. 

“Our increased fleet will also 

mean greater efficiency for 
present and potential clients, 
alongside the opportunity to 
strengthen our premier service 
offering.” 
@ Prior to its purchase by 
Centra, Hallmark’s previous 
owners had been called to an 
Eastbourne Public Inquiry, 
which was, coincidentally, held 
on 29 July, the day the 
acquistion was completed — see 
page 18. 


easyBus now ready for the road 


FLEDGLING easyBus has 
opened bookings for its 
first route between Milton 
Keynes and Hendon 
Central tube station, that 

| starts on 19 August. 

| A second Hendon-Luton 
airport route is planned 
followed by other towns 
along the MI corridor to 
London. EasyBus then plans 
to connect key destinations 
in the northern Home Coun- 
ties. The initial fleet of 10 16- 


seat Mercedes Sprinters have 
been finished in ‘easy’ orange 
and are operated by MK 
Metro. 

EasyBus says that using 
minibuses enables it to “meet 
the considerable demand for 
affordable public transport 
linking towns, cities and 
airports not currently served 
by rail or traditional bus and 
coach services.” Fares start 
at £1 one-way and include 
one small piece of hand 


-asyBus starts 
In two weeks 


luggage. Suitcases can be 
carried by paying for an addi- 
tional seat. 

Reservations are made via 
www.easyBus.co.uk, Non- 
booked passengers can travel 
for a £5 fare, paying the 
driver, if seats are available. 

There are eight Milton 
Keynes-Hendon journeys 
and nine return, with one less 


on Sundays. Journey time is | 


|hS 5mins regardless of the 
time of day. As route 
went to press fares on the 
opening day had already risen 
to £4. 

“Watch out Richard Bran- 
son!” says easyGroup Chair- 
man Stelios Haji-loannou. 
“lm now going to offer 
consumers a cheaper service 


than your trains which will 
also run on time. easyBus will 
start by linking Milton Keynes 
with north London but will 
then serve more and more 
towns along the M1 corridor, 
competing with Virgin Trains 
as well as other trains, buses 
and cars.” 


Only one small piece of 
luggage is allowed 


Oo Manchester First strike continues 


bought before boarding and 
four doors are available to 
passengers. The 18.3m 
Cummins-powered vehicles 
can carry up to |20 passengers 
and, like the 207 other 
electrically-powered Civis and 
Cristalis vehicles in service or 
on order, were built at Irisbus’ 
Rorthais factory in France. 

It is this type of technology 
that Coventry City Council 
and Travel West Midlands are 
considering in a £30m scheme 
for a proposed north-south via 
city centre route that would 
also serve a new football 
stadium near the M6. For the 


journey north of the city, much 
of the route is proposed to be 


on a dedicated busway 
(routeQNE, News, I5 April) 
and it could open in four years 
time. 

First is also working with 
Wrightbus on a similar style of 
articulated vehicle for its Bus 
of the Future concept in South 
Yorkshire. 

The Civis is only available 
for left-hand drive operation. 
Major equipment — layout 
changes, which have so far 
proved prohibitive, would be 
needed to convert it for UK 
roads. 


IN A MOVE that surprised 
First and many in the indus- 
try, the results of a ballot 
announced on Monday of its 
South Yorkshire drivers, 
rejected its latest pay offer 
by 723 votes to 502 and 
1,500 drivers are continuing 
an indefinite strike. 

An offer by First to go to the 
arbitration service ACAS was 
rejected by the Transport and 
General Workers Union. Its 
Regional Industrial Organiser 
Steve Clark told routeONE: 
“We believe the company can 
come up with a better offer 
before we get third parties like 
ACAS involved.” First in South 
Yorkshire Managing Director 
Gary Nolan said: “We are 
disappointed that this latest pay 
offer has been rejected, despite 
meeting the main request for 
the increase to be backdated to 
April 2004.” 

As routeONE went to press 
on Tuesday, the strike was in its 
15th day — the longest contin- 
uous bus strike for 30 years — 
with 640 buses at Doncaster, 
Rotherham and Sheffield off the 
road (routeONE, News, 29 
July). Drivers are paid two 
weeks in hand on Tuesdays, 
meaning this is the first week 
that they have not received 


money. The union recom- 
mended rejection of the offer 
because it says First is funding 
the back-dated 30p an hour 
increase — until now the stick- 
ing point — by not paying for the 
first day off sick. Also, it says it 
only wants a one-year deal. Last 
year the same drivers staged a 
series of three one-day strikes 
over pay. 

The two-year deal would 
have provided all drivers with 
an increase backdated to April 
2004, representing between a 
7.6% and a 9.7% increase over 
the two years, taking hourly 
wages up to £8.10 for some 
drivers by next April and all 
qualified drivers by April 2006. 
Currently drivers start on £5.85 
an hour for the first three years 
of service and have a top rate of 
£7.53. The offer was a 30p 
hourly increase this year and 


27p next year. 
Although large areas of 
Doncaster, Sheffield and 


Rotherham are without buses, 
other operators have seen busi- 
ness increase and expect that 
they will retain some extra 
passengers, as they did during 
last year’s strikes. First South 
Yorkshire Commercial Direc- 
tor Brandon Jones told 
routeONE: “We are extremely 


concerned about a long-term 
patronage decline and will have 
to review our trading position 
when the strike ends and deter- 
mine the effects of service levels 
and investment.” 

The largest direct competi- 
tor is Yorkshire Terrier, 
whose services, mainly in 
North Sheffield, have been very 
busy. General Manager Paul 
Payne declined to give figures, 
but said business has increased 
“quite significantly.” It runs 107 
vehicles from two depots and 
has been replacing Darts with 
double deckers where possible. 
Shayne Howarth at Aston 
Buses has also seen an 
increase, mainly after the morn- 
ing peak. Hellaby-based John 
Powell Travel has seen a 60% 
increase in business on its 
routes. 

Other operators including 
Stagecoach, Yorkshire Trac- 
tion and MASS have also seen 
passenger increases. Super- 
tram has seen a 50% increase 
with many people using the 
system as it was originally envis- 
aged, swapping modes at inter- 
change points. 

However, Sheffield City 
Centre traders have reported 
a large decrease in trade as 
people use local shops. 


routeONE 5 August 2004 | 


routeON E 


Mike Morgan 


mf TAGECOACH has 
S bought the express 
coach business of 
Scottish-based Motorvator, 
which will take over from 
Megabus on the Edinburgh 
to Glasgow corridor. 
Drivers 
employed by 
which operates a 
frequency coach 


Motorvator, 


expected 
Stagecoach. 


Stagecoach already operates | 
inter-city | 


a network of 
express coach services in 
Scotland connecting Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Fife, Ayrshire, 
Dumfries, Aberdeen and 
Inverness. It also runs four 
routes in Scotland under its 
dedicated brand megabus.com, 
the UK’s first low-cost inter- 
city bus operation 

Tom Wileman, Director of 
Stagecoach Scotland, said: 
“Stagecoach is a major bus 
and coach operator in 
Scotland, running 1,000 
vehicles from the Highlands of 
Scotland to south west 
Scotland. 

“Motorvator will be an 
excellent addition to our 
range of inter-city services, 
which include Stagecoach 
Express and our highly 
successful low-cost inter-city 
bus operation megabus.com. 

“We believe we can 
develop the Motorvator 


currently | 


high- | 
service | 
every 30 minutes between | 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, are | 
to transfer to | 


business as part of our 
strategy to attract more 
people out of their cars and 
on to public transport.” 

John Bruce, joint owner of 
Motorvator, said: “We're 
delighted Stagecoach is taking 
over the Motorvator 
operation and is committed 
to investing in the business 
and taking it forward. 

“We are also pleased that 
Stagecoach is taking on our 
staff and are providing them 
with excellent conditions." 

A small proportion of seats 
on the Edinburgh-Glasgow 
Motorvator operation will be 
sold through megabus.com, 
with fares starting from £1 
plus 50p booking fee. The 
majority of seats on 
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Motorvator will continue to 
be walk-on fares, with £3.50 
for a single and £5.50 for a 
return. By selling a proportion 
of the Motorvator seats 
through megabus.com, 
Stagecoach can offer a far 
higher number of departures 
at low-cost prices between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow as the 
Motorvator services will run 
every 30mins. There will be 
a higher number _ of 
megabus.com seats on the 
off-peak Motorvator services 
compared to peak. 
Stagecoach will take over 
the running of the Motorvator 
operation from Monday 6 
September when all 
megabus.com seats between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow will 


+ 


— 


senancbint will develop Motorvator alongside Stagecoach Express and Megabus 


be on Motorvator services 
and the existing dedicated 
Megabus vehicles between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow will 
cease to operate. 

A Stagecoach spokesman 
told routeONE: “As 
megabus.com has developed 
we have established that the 
medium to long-distance 
services are most suited to 
the concept, with passengers 
more likely to book in 
advance on what are planned 
journeys. For — shorter 
journeys, passengers have a 
more turn-up-and-go attitude. 
That is why we have tried a 
new approach on_ the 
Edinburgh-Glasgow _ route, 
which should make the most 
efficient use of the vehicles.” 


BMC school bus makeover 
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Fresh exterior and interior from BMC 


WITH THE delivery of initial 
production examples for 
First, BMC’s school vehicle 
has undergone a radical 
restyling with completely 
new GRP mouldings for the 
front and rear that make 
elements of the bodywork 
compatible with other prod- 
ucts in the BMC (UK) range. 

BMC (UK) Bus & Coach 
Sales Director Paul Nicholson 
says that lower panels are now 
interchangeable with the 
Probus midi-coach while 
other aspects, including the 
front light clusters, are also 


exchangeable with the Probus 
and Falcon bus. 

Standard features now 
include a rear door and provi- 
sion for a wheelchair lift as well 
as interior racks, two emer- 
gency roof exits, four secondary 
emergency side windows, a 
tachograph and radio/CD 
player. Five seat options range 
from Turkish manufactured 
fittings to units produced by RG 
Ergonomics, Scandus, Cogent 
or Abacus. 

“BMC will be announcing 
further school bus orders 
shortly,” added Mr Nicholson. 


/ Since we introduced the Scania Irizar PB 
in 2002, owners, drivers and passengers 
have stood up and taken notice, giving it 
great reviews. So have the trade press and 


many other objective observers. 


And it’s easy to understand why. On the design side, 


this coach goes its own way. It stands out in the 


crowd and passengers expect more from the very 


QIRIZAR 


moment they climb aboard. The coach design 


reduces air drag, too, and combined with Scania’s 
appreciated powertrain it provides superb fuel 
economy. 

So honestly, we’re not surprised that the Scania 
Irizar PB has received the prestigious Coach of the 
Year award for 2004. We’re very proud, though. 


When can you come down for a test drive? 
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Cottrell’s ends route 
COTTRELLS Coaches of 
Mitcheldean has deregistered 
its long-established C24 serv- 
ice linking Ruardean with 
Gloucester from 28 August. 
The route is notable not just 
for its longevity, but also 
because of the continued use 
of conductors. The company 
continues its other services 
and coach operation. 


LA’s 75-bus order 
LOS ANGELES County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority’s (LACMTA) board 
is to exercise its option on 75 
40-foot low-floor CNG buses 
from Optare parent, NABI 
(North American Bus Indus- 
tries). The buses, costing 
£13.6 million, are to be deliv- 
ered in early 2005. They 
were ordered to help 
LACMTTA fulfill its court order 
to place 145 additional buses 
into service. 


Gunpoint robbery 

A DRIVER has been offered 
counselling after being threat- 
ened with what police believe 
was a handgun during an 
attempted robbery. The 46- 


had stopped on Anlaby 


Road, Hull, when three 
teenagers tried to snatch 
money. The boys 

demanded cash while one 

pointed a silver handgun at 
him. Several passengers were 
on board at the time. 


Driver charged 

A STAGECOACH bus driver 
from Stratford depot has been 
charged over the death of a 
cyclist who was killed on 10 
May on a controversial cycle 
lane on Blackfriars Bridge, 
London. Mr Duncan, 21, of 
Edmonton, is due to appear 
before Southwark Crown 
Court on 10 September. 


Heathrow coaches 
FOLLOWING layout changes 
at Heathrow’s Terminal 3 
coach park there are fewer 
parking spaces and problems 
with reversing vehicles. 
Owner, BAA, now has a Banks- 
man at the coach park from 
0600-2200hrs who controls all 
vehicle movements. Drivers 
can only move their vehicles 
with his approval. 


Fixed roadside fines for 
foreign drivers proposed 


Mike Morgan 


ROPOSALS to stop 

foreign coach drivers 

who commit motor- 
ing offences avoiding penal- 
ties by leaving the country, 
and the introduction of 
graduated fixed penalties for 
all commercial drivers were 
announced last week by 
Road Safety Minister David 
Jamieson. 

Consultation on the intro- 
duction of a Graduated Fixed 
Penalty and Deposit Scheme 
invites comment on the intro- 
duction of a graduated fixed 
penalty and a roadside deposit 
scheme for commercial vehi- 


cles. The proposal would 
empower VOSA, as well as the 
Police, to issue fixed penalty 
notices. 

The consultation seeks views 
on: 

a deposit scheme whereby 
offending non-UK resident driv- 
ers must pay an immediate 
deposit at the roadside equal to 
the fine that their offence would 
attract. This could subsequently 
be extended to car drivers from 
overseas. 

a fairer system of penalties 
for offences through a gradu- 
ated fixed penalty scheme. 

empowering the Vehicle and 
Operator Services Agency 
(VOSA), as well as the Police, to 


issue fixed penalty notices to 
offending vehicles. 

As part of the proposals, the 
details relating to their imple- 
mentation would be subject to 
further consultation prior to 
their introduction. 

The consultation paper also 
includes proposals to address 
existing shortcomings in the law 
as it applies to the enforcement 
of the drivers’ hours rules. 

According to the Depart- 
ment for Transport, the existing 
framework of penalties for traf- 
fic and roadworthiness offences 
does not, at present, represent 
a sufficient deterrent to infringe- 
ments of road safety related 
legislation. The proposals, set 


out in this consultation paper, 
would allow DfT to help reduce 
bureaucracy in dealing with 
routine offences, initially involv- 
ing commercial vehicles, help 
demonstrate consistency and 
transparency in penalties, and 
speed up the enforcement 
process. In addition, they would 
help prevent offenders without 
a UK address to escape penal- 
ties altogether. 

@ The closing date for 
responses is 14 October 2004. 
All responses should go to 
Joanne Wake, Zone 2/21, Great 
Minster House, 76 Marsham 
Street, London, SW!P 4DR or 
e-mailed to: commercialvehicle. 
enforcement@dft.gov.uk 


Hodsons buys Solo 


NAVENBY-BASED 

Hodsons Coaches has 
bought its first new Optare 
Solo which is being used on 
an all-day Sunday local serv- 
ice in Lincoln, which serves 


hy a 


Solo will also do day trips 


surrounding villages 
to the south and 
then the north of 
the city in turn. 
During the week 
the 8.5m 29-seater 
operates a morning 
and afternoon con- 
tract to a_ special 
_ school as well as an 
evening works con- 
tract. Fitted with high 
back seats, it is also 
available for private 
hire. Managing Director John 
Carter told route that the 
Solo is ideal for smaller parties, 
particularly from the many 
nursing homes in the area. 


om 
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More deckers for Las Vegas and 
Enviro400 for UK confirmed 


ALEXANDER Dennis has 
secured an order from the 
Regional Transportation 
Commission of Southern 
Nevada for 20 more 
Enviro500s, bringing the 
number of tri-axle double 
deckers destined for oper- 
ation in Las Vegas from May 
next year to 50. 

Company spokesman Bill 
Simpson says the order was 
placed following a recent visit 
of a delegation from Nevada to 
the UK (route , News, 29 
July). The delegation viewed an 
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Enviro500 at first hand, which 
for the US market will be built 
to just |4-feet high. 

“We have had interest in the 
product in other parts of the 
US,” says Mr Simpson who 
believes that the bus is the first 
purpose-built double decker 
US Transit vehicle for 30 years. 

The intention to progress 
the Enviro400 two-axle double 
decker for the UK has also 
been confirmed by the 
company which is currently 
testing customer reaction to 
the product. 


World first for 
Neoplan 


ALTHOUGH Neoplan has 
had considerable experi- 
ence in the design and 
construction of double- 
deck buses, the prototype 
of a new Berlin design is 
claimed to be a world first 
with a low floor over the full 
length of the 13.7m long 
vehicle. 

Neoplan is now part of 
Neoman and the prototype — 


the MAN Lion’s City for 128 
passengers - will enter in-serv- 
ice evaluation in the BVG, 
Berlin, fleet before deliveries 
start late next year of the first 
of 101 similar new buses. The 
13.7 m long, three-axle, vehi- 
cle will be one of the star 
exhibits in the coach and bus 
displays at the forthcoming IAA 
Show in Hanover from 23-30 
September. 


Berlin prototype is low-floor over full length 


For increased profitability, you only need to 
make one stop 


Optare Group, 


Manston Lane 


Leeds, 


LS15 8SU 


For real profitability, make Optare your destination. Through 
innovative design and advanced engineering, we are 
committed to providing you with vehicles that set new 
standards in style, efficiency and fuel economy. With the 
vision to anticipate the needs of our markets, our innovative 
solutions are destined to keep Optare at the forefront of 
passenger transport design. And with our unique one-stop 
approach to design, manufacture and aftersales support, 


you are assured of a vehicle that goes that little bit further. 


Telephone 0113 264 5182 e-mail info@optare.com Website www.optare.com 
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York Country calls time 


Andy Izatt 


ee ORK Country Buses 
% run by Adam Askew 
closed on 31 July. 

It follows the loss of Rural 
Bus Challenge-funded routes 
administered by City of York 
Council, linking Asham Bar 
with Tadcaster and Whel- 
drake. The services have been 
discontinued by the Council 
because of lack of patronage 
apart from one, the Cl which 
has passed to Harrogate 
Coach Travel initially using a 
bus hired from York Country. 

The firm operated three 
vehicles at the close, a pair of 
former-London Plaxton- 
bodied Dennis Darts and a 
Mercedes Beaver 2 that had 


a 


been bought new at the start 
of operations 44 years ago. 
Mr Askew told routeONl 


that he started in the industry . 


in 1985 as a driver with 
London Country. He later 
moved to London Transport, 
Guide Friday and First York 
before deciding to establish his 
own business in 2000. 

“On the low patronage 
routes, passengers recognised 
that the writing was on the 
wall,” said Mr Askew. “On the 
Cl they were quite upset that 
we were finishing. We have 
had bottles of wine and thank 
you cards. It shows that you 
can reinvigorate rural bus 
services. We really got it right. 
It’s about the right staff and 
attitudes. It’s a people thing.” 


Lack of patronage ends York Country 


Positive interim 
results from Nat Ex 


RELEASING its interim results for the 
first six months of 2004, showing group 
operating profit up 9.4% to £61.9 
million, National Express says its is 
‘optimistic’ for the full year for its coach 
division which has seen 6% passenger 
growth. 

Coach Division turnover was up from 
£85.3m to £87.8m, but profits jumped from 
£2.9m to £4.2m. The margin went up from 
3.4% to 4.8%, although seasonality means 
most profit is earned in the second half of 
the year. Chairman David Ross said: “The 
increase is encouraging. This was generated 
by our focus on the customer and 
customer-driven pricing strategies.” The 
company is now looking towards next 
month’s introduction of leather-seated 


Green light for 


STAGECOACH has been given the 
green light for its 25 13.7m-long 81-seat 
wheelchair accessible Neoplan Skyliners 
for the Oxford Tube. 

Their introduction had been threatened by 
Oxford City Council which didn’t think they 
should be allowed in its Gloucester Green 
coach station (routeONE, News, 15 July), but 
their objections ‘evaporated’ says Stagecoach. 

The £8m air conditioned fleet which is 
equipped with power points for laptops and 
mobile phones, CCTV and toilets, entered 
service from Monday providing a 24-hour 
service every day of the year between 
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Scania Irizar PBs with on-board TVs and 
climate control. 

At UK Bus — the group’s biggest UK profit 
generator - the margin was down slightly 
from 21.3% to 19.7% as Nat Ex increased 
the number of vehicles on leases, with a 
profit of £21.1monaturnover of £1 15.1m. 

Travel London, which it bought from 
Connex in March, broke even ona turnover 
of £8.1m. However, congestion problems 
in Birmingham meant that a 3.1% increase 
in turnover was only adequate to cover the 
increased number of drivers needed and 
higher accident costs. 

Meanwhile, the UK rail division made a 
profit of £15.7m ona 1.3% margin. Oper- 
ations in the USA and Australia accounted 
for around a third of group profit. 


Tube Skyliners 


Gloucester Green bus station in Oxford and 
London Victoria. The extra seating capacity 
means that 6,000 passengers can use the 
route each day which operates at a 10 minute 
frequency at peak times. 

Managing Director of Stagecoach in 
Oxfordshire Martin Sutton explained; “We 
believe this investment is the biggest one-off 
improvement in a single bus route anywhere in 
the UK.” 

Stagecoach also launched a secure e-com- 
merce website, www.oxfordtube.com on 
Monday allowing customers to book tickets 
as well as accessing timetable and services. 


First pulls out 
of Fakenham 


FIRST Eastern Counties is to 
pull out of Fakenham from the 
end of August. 

The company has decided to 
relinquish eight routes linking the 
town with Dereham, King’s Lynn, 
Wells, Burnham Market, Pudding 
Norton and North Creake that it 
had been contracted to operate by 
Norfolk County Council until 2005. 
Konectbus and Norfolk Green 
have stepped into the breach and 
will takeover the services. 

lan Hyde from the council's trans- 
port unit said: “The exact timetables 
will be published in mid-August, but 
while one or two areas will see a few 
less buses, others will see more. If 
the number of passengers remains 
the same, it will cost the council 
slightly less than with First.” 


‘Poor’Authorities 


THE FOUR local authorities 
whose poor performance led to 
them having transport funding 
withheld have taken enough 
positive steps towards improve- 
ment to qualify for the capital 
funds, Transport Minister Tony 
McNulty has announced. 
Thurrock, East Sussex, Plymouth 
and Southend-on-Sea all scored a 
‘weak’ rating in last December’s 
local transport settlement and had 
5% or 10% of their allocations 
withheld, until they could demon- 
strate how they could improve. 


Selwyns invests £2m 


over last | 


SELWYNS TRAVEL of Runcorn 
has added another pair of Van 
Hool Alizee-bodied VDL Bus 
SB4000s. 

It takes the company’s investment 
in new vehicles to over £2m over 
the last 12 months with a further 
million ear-marked for the 
remainder of this year. 

The new SB4000s have larger 
seats for extra passenger comfort, 
air conditioning, centre sunken 
toilets, fridge and water boilers as 
well as DVD and CD players. They 


2 months 


bring the fleet total to 75. 

Says Managing Director 
Selwyn Jones: “These 
new coaches were 
chosen for the private 
hire fleet following their 
excellent performance on 
our National Express 
diagrams where we now 
operate 26 DAFs. 

“Early feedback from our 
customers regarding the comfort 
and safety of these vehicles has been 
very positive.” 


$B4000s have larger seats, air conditioning and 


centre sunken toilets | 


Merseyline sells to Arriva North West and Wales 


ARRIVA North West and Wales 
has bought Merseyline Travel of 
Garston and will take over its four 
routes from 9 August. The services 
link Liverpool city centre with Page 
Moss and Halewood as well as 
running between Garston and 


Kirkby, and Bootle and Penny 
Lane. 

John Walsh and Stephen Guy are 
directors of Meadowhall Ltd trading as 
Merseyline Travel which has an O- 
licence for 22 vehicles that was 
renewed at the beginning of the year. 


The firm operates 19 aging Leyland 
Titans and Lynxes which are included 
in the deal although Arriva plans to use 
its own vehicles on the network, 
“bringing a step change in the quality 
of bus provision,” according to the 
company. All 23 employees are being 


offered employment with Arriva. 
Bob Hind, Arriva North West and 
Wales Managing Director said: “We are 
delighted with the acquisition which 
will enable us to further strengthen our 
network and improve the quality of 
public transport in Merseyside.” 


mmeuie phe Star preserved 


_ ONE THING is for sure, 
_ MMR552 must have turned 
heads when delivered to 
Silver Star in 1955. A 
_ Harrington-bodied Leyland 
| Tiger Cub, even now the 
| coach makes an impressive 
| sight, writes James Prince. 
Silver Star originated in 1923 
_ with a service between Alling- 
_ ton, Porton Camp and Salisbury. 
The first Leylands arrived in 
1929 and it was this type that 
became synonymous with The 
Star, various types of Lions, 
Tigers, Royal Tigers, Tiger Cubs 
and Leopards both new and 
secondhand entering the fleet. 
A Tiger delivered in 1947 
was the last new vehicle deliv- 
ered with unpainted polished 
panelling, a standard feature 
which gave the distinctive silver 
look. All subsequent arrivals 
were painted silver. Another 
_ unusual feature was the built up 
front roof dome incorporating 
_ illuminated panels for the fleet- 
| name and star motif. This was 
' applied to all new deliveries, 
| including double deckers, and 
| gave a distinctive look. 


Back in 1939, Silver Star was 
experiencing a substantial 
increase in loadings as the 
construction of local army 
barracks took place. 

Double deckers 
required and six 


were 


Leyland Titans were purchased 
from Yorkshire Woollen. The 
first new double decker, a PD! 
Titan arrived in 1947 with 
further second hand Titans 
arriving during the next few 
years and another 

new one 
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Impressive: Harrington-bodied Tiger Cub still turns heads after almost 50 years 


in 1951. Areal stir was caused 
in June 1959 with the placing in 
service of TMW 853, a very 
early example of the revolution- 
ary Leyland Atlantean. A total of 
four were purchased, including 
one to full coach specification, 
and these must have been an 
amazing sight when one consid- 
ers the vehicles other 
operators 


———— eee 


were using at the time. Sadly, all 
was not well at Silver Star. The | 
Atlanteans had been expensive 
purchases, passenger numbers | 
were declining anda concerted | 
effort to introduce a network of | 
express services using the | 
Atlanteans had been rejected by 
the Traffic Commissioners. 
The sudden death in Octo- | 
ber 1962 of E. W. Shergold, the | 
original founder of the company 
and still very much in charge | 
meant that the inevitable _ 
was just around the 
corner. And so it was in | 
June 1963 that it was | 
agreed that Wilts & | 
Dorset took over “The 
Star’. 
W&D took some 
of the vehicles, but | 
MMR 552 was imme- 
diately transferred to 
Western National to | 
work Royal Blue reliefs. _ 


In 1967 it passed to Webber of | 


Blisland but by 1982 had | 
entered the ranks of preserved _ 
vehicles and has been magnifi-_ 
cently restored to Silver Star _ 


livery. 
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AM. Whisperer 


My cab is my castle 


THE WHISPERER has often wondered what it is that bus 
drivers carry in their bags when they go on duly. 

This photograph gives some indication of what has 
spilled out of one driver’s bag. By my count there are: 
Three newspapers 
Pile of paper towels plus some used ones 
A sandwich carton 
A coffee cup 
A paper cup 
A crushed soft drinks can 
An empty soft drinks bottle 
Yet the obligatory bag still appears to be full! 


rT 


The routeONE 
Confessional 


The truth about 
tow hitch repair 


NOW IN ITS 11th year of operation, the European Bike 
Express operation has developed a highly responsible 
regime for operating coaches with trailers. Cyclists going 
to Europe can avoid the risks associated with airline 
baggage handling, and enjoy better seating, and a more 
generous luggage allowance. 

The benefit of having cyclists as passengers was 
recently demonstrated, when a coach on the Venice 
service suffered a damaged tow hitch. The unit had 
grounded on a poor road surface over which the coach 
had been diverted. The heavy-duty NATO standard 
couplings are not easily obtained, and the company’s 
Middlesbrough office feared a long delay while a spare 
was shipped out. But someone remembered that, as a 
routine safety measure, the towing hitches had been 
changed after a recommended period of use, and the old 
unit might just still be on the coach... it was. 

Now all they needed to do was unbolt the part - and 
looked at the prospect of digging out the socket set from 
a hold full of luggage and a dirty job to follow. However, 
unlike any other passenger group, one of the cyclists 
went straight to their tool bag, producing the required 
spanners to complete the job, and a hand cleanser kit, to 
get quickly back underway to England. 

Needless to say ALL Bolero trips will now have spare 
towing hitches, ready to hand, just in case, and a full 
complement of mechanically competent cyclists on board 
making them perhaps the most self-sufficient tour 
coaches heading across the channel. 
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Letters 


Morgan, Editor, route 


The Editor would be delighted to receive your opinions either by e-mail: 
mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax: 0870 241 8891 or by post to: Mike 
, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, 
Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


What price for 
driver legality? 


IF YOU WOULD care to read through the 
e-mail correspondence below you will see 
just how bad our trade is. It is a very cut- 
throat business, and will remain so until 
operators realise that undercutting is not 
the only answer. 


Received: Wednesday, 14 July, 2004 

| have made a provisional booking with 
you over the phone for Saturday 4 
September. 

| would like to confirm the booking with 
you for a 40-seater coach to take a party 
of lads to Southend. Total £325. We would 
like to book the coach for the following 
times: leave at 11am and leave to return 
from Southend at 12.30am. 

Could you please confirm these 
arrangements are ok, and if we could leave 
a deposit for the booking and pay the 
balance on your request. Many Thanks. 


Sent: Thursday, 15 July, 2004 

Thank you. We have calculated the 
hours for this job, and there is a slight 
problem. 

Legally a driver is allowed to work 15 


hours per day, this is from when he joins 
the vehicle, until he leaves the vehicle. 
We calculate that provided you leave 
Southend at 0030hrs, and have a good 
run through, the driver would arrive back 
at our yard some 16 to 16.5 hours later. 
Sending another driver out to keep it legal 
will work out very expensive for you. It is 
necessary to lose the 1.5 hours. Please 
phone us to discuss this. 


Received: Friday, 16 July, 2004 

We would like to cance! the provisional 
booking with you for 4 September. We 
have found someone else who can provide 
us with the times that we require. Many 
thanks. 


You will see that we try to act in a legal 
manner, point out to the customer that 
what he is asking cannot easily be done 
within current legislation, and make 
suggestions how it can be done. 

There was also a telephone 
conversation in which | personally 
explained the ‘why's and wherefore's of 
legislation, and you can see the result of 
trying to maintain legality. Some other 
operator in the area will go out, and | 
would suggest knowingly, break the law. | 
had offered to work to the times required 
by adding a second driver, at a price. Just 
how can we compete, when operators 
introduce bumps into otherwise level 
ground? 


Name and address withheld 


Russian is spoken in Oxford 


| NOTICE the claim that the Dublin City 
Sightseeing operation is the first in Ireland 
and the UK to offer a multilingual 
commentary that includes Russian. 

Although the Dublin tour might be the 
first in Ireland, City Sightseeing Oxford 
claims that position in the UK. We have 
offered Russian since March 2003 and also 
Chinese - both Cantonese and Mandarin 
see www.citysightseeingoxford.com 


Paul Tappin, 
Guide Friday City Sightseeing, Oxford 


When timescales 
were short 


ALTHOUGH Maidstone's tram system may 
have been 20 years in conception (routeONE, 
Heritage Corner, 29 July), once the Council 
put its mind to it, it was apparently able to get 
a bill through parliament in 18 months and, 
incredibly, complete construction of the sys- 
tem within a further six months. Contrast this 
with present-day experience where timescales 
for light rail projects are measured in decades. 

There also seems to have been no problem 
with raising the funding. It always strikes me as 
odd that a hundred years ago just about any 
town in the country that wanted one could 
afford a state-of-the art modern tramway sys- 
tem, whereas today, after a century of eco- 
nomic development and growth, even cities 
the size of Manchester, Leeds, etc struggle to 
afford one. 


Jim Davies, Public Transport Manager, 
Herefordshire Council 


Austin: K4 or CXB2 


JUST TO SAY that | found the article about the 
coach on the Isles of Scilly very interesting 
(routeONE, Heritage Corner, 22 July). 

However, | believe the two Austins referred 
to - Twynham’s VVS 913 and Rambler’s FCO 
314 — are actually CXBs rather than K4s. 

The CXB was Austin’s equivalent of the 
Bedford OB chassis with a wheelbase of 15ft. 
It was in production from 1947 to 1950. 

The K4, however, was introduced in 1939, 
later to become the K4SL in 1948, and was 
shorter with a 13ft 6in wheelbase designed as 
a five-ton goods chassis. Like the CXB it 
remained in production until 1950. 

In his article, Bryan Constable refers to the 
CXB as being a forward control chassis. This is 
the CXD model that ran in production from 
1950 to 1955. Some CXB chassis were 
modified to take full-fronted bodies, mainly by 
Mann Egerton, prior to the CXD becoming 
available. 

Compared to the Bedford OB, very few 
Ausin K4SLs, CXBs or CXDs surive. They were 
never as popular with operators as the 
Bedford OB and were often referred to as the 
‘Birmingham Bedford’. 


John Wakefield, 
Great Shelford, 
Cambridge 


and finally... ...a Competition 


Let's get quizzical... again 


Our first competition to win our prize model bus was phenomenally 
successfully, so, as promised, we bring you our second test of how well you 
know the coach and bus industry. If you get all six questions right you’re in 
with a chance of winning one of the first TransBus Mini Pointer Darts 

courtesy of Solent Blue Line. You have only a week to complete your entry 


ESTABLISHED in 1987, Southampton-based Solent Blue Line operates over 100 buses in 
southern Hampshire serving Eastleigh, Fareham, Petersfield, Romsey, Winchester, and the 
Waterside. 

In May 2003, a new Quality Network for Eastleigh brought simpler routes, easy to 
remember times and improved frequencies. 

Twelve 28-seat TransBus Mini Pointer Darts were introduced giving easy access, digital 
CCTV and LED destinations with a smart new livery and fleetname style. 

Solent Blue Line is part of the Isle of Wight-based Southern Vectis group. 


1 Where is Solent Blue Line based? 
A - Southampton B - Northampton C - Southport D — Southsea 


2 What is the smallest TransBus Dart called? 

A — Mini Beaver Dart B — Mini Pointer Dart C — Mini Beagle Dart D — Mini Harrier Dart 
3 In which year did Solent Blue Line lauch its Eastleigh Quality Network? 

A - 2000 B - 2001 C - 2002 D - 2003 

4 In which year was Solent Blue Line established? 

A- 1967 B-— 1977 C- 1987 D - 1997 

5 Who owns Solent Blue Line? 

A = Trent Barton B- EYMS C- Yorkshire Traction D — Southern Vectis 

6 Where is the Solent Blue Line parent company located? 

A — Isle of Wight B — Isles of Scilly C — Isle of Man D — Channel Isles | 


Complete the form below and post it to: The Editor, Solent Blue Line Competition, rout 
Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough 
PE2 9DY, or fax to 0870 241 8891. 


ESOT ig, Saacccac sa tus sop ba Sete Mabie ne ae Gore epee cd ta eee ae ee RO Oe: oh DP ats ots a ses ear op te te 


MM cS sncsc loins D teasalag Runs 
Bacon egos is A ccsiscaasnasisiqe 
Diucisccuaaeeoarenws Ol ate sess eecmaeas 


The first six all-correct answers to be pulled out of the Editor’s hat will receive a limited 
edition 1:76 scale model of a Solent Blue Line TransBus Mini Pointer Dart from Creative 
Master’s collection. Don’t miss the closing date which is 14 August 2004. 
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Your weekly report by the industry’s leading legal journalist, Mike Jewell, who covers all the 


Yorkshire Traction appear be 


The Yorkshire Traction Co Ltd has to wait to 
see what action, if any, is to be taken against 


its 350 vehicle 


licence, following the 


company’s second appearance at public 


inquiry within 


12 months because of 


concerns over vehicle maintenance. This is 
the full court report following our brief ‘stop 
press’ summary last week. 


HE YORKSHIRE 
T ice Co Ltd, of 

Upper Sheffield Road, 
Barnsley, had been called 
before the North Eastern 
Deputy Traffic Commissioner 
Mark Hinchliffe at a 
Leeds public inquiry. The 
Deputy Commissioner was 
considering taking action 
against the company’s 
international licence for 350 
vehicles. 

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that 
because of the complex Group 
structure he proposed to send 
the financial information 
produced to a financial assessor 
who would be asked to 
provide a report in regard to 
Yorkshire Traction and _ its 
associated companies. 

Vehicle examiner Peter 
Craven said that he had 
examined 10 vehicles at the 
Barnsley depot in March, 
issuing two immediate 
prohibitions, two delayed 
prohibitions and two defect 
notices. The stated inspection 
period was three weeks. A 
spot check of the inspection 
records showed that in relation 


to one vehicle, the inspection 
period had been stretched to 
five, seven and eight weeks and 
another to five weeks. Since 
March 2003 vehicles at 
Barnsley had attracted nine 
immediate prohibitions, two of 
which were ‘S’ marked, and 
eight delayed prohibitions. 

The following day he 
examined eight vehicles at the 
Huddersfield depot, issuing 
one immediate prohibition, 
four delayed prohibitions and 
two defect notices. A spot 
check of the inspection records 
showed that inspection periods 
for five vehicles had been 
stretched to five, six, eight, nine 
and 12 weeks. Defects 
reported by drivers had not 
always been correctly rectified. 

In reply, Stephen Kirkbright, 
for the company, said that 
systems appeared to be in 
place and there was no 
question of the facilities and 
staffing levels being inadequate. 
He agreed that it was not a 
case of the company ignoring 
defects but of failing to cure 
them. 

Mr Kirkbright said that the 
person in charge of those two 


depots no longer worked for 
Yorkshire Traction. 

Vehicle Examiner Ronald 
Uttley said that he had 
examined eight vehicles at the 
Rotherham depot, issuing one 
delayed prohibition and five 
defect notices. The prohibited 
vehicle had been transferred 
from another depot. The roller 
brake tester was not fully 
operational and he was told 
that it had not been operating 
properly for some time. Since 
March 2003, four delayed 
prohibitions had been issued to 
Rotherham-based vehicles at 


They were seriously 
considering whether 
to continue with 
school services as 
they were causing 
half their 
prohibitions 


roadside checks. 

Vehicle Examiner Peter 
Vardy said that he had 
examined eight vehicles at the 
Doncaster depot, issuing three 
immediate prohibitions, two 
delayed prohibitions and five 
defect notices. Since the last 
Public Inquiry in August 2003 
there seemed to have been 
little improvement in vehicle 
condition. He examined eight 
vehicles at the Shafton depot, 
issuing one immediate 
prohibition, one delayed 
prohibition and two defect 


notices. He concluded that the 
company was failing to 
maintain its vehicles to the 
required standard. 

In reply to Mr Kirkbright, Mr 
Vardy agreed that the 
maintenance investigations had 
been carried out at a few 
hours notice. He agreed that a 
lot of the vehicles had been on 
school runs and that some of 
the defects were due to 
vandalism. 

Asked about three ‘S’ 
marked prohibitions, he said 
that in January a single decker 
checked at Barnsley Bus 
Station was found to have the 
engine flap in the floor 
insecure. In February, at 
another bus station check, the 
rear seat in the upper saloon 
was of the wrong type. There 
was a _ considerable gap 
between the seats, which 
would allow a passenger to put 
a hand down. There was 
nothing to stop the seat from 
sliding from side to side with a 
guillotine effect. In May, a 
vehicle was examined after a 
road traffic accident and it was 
found that in the upper saloon 
the exterior emergency door 
handle was missing and the 
shaft corroded. 

Fleet Engineer David Fields, 
in outlining the systems in 
place, said that the brake tester 
at Rotherham was due to be 
replaced. A number of 
maintenance staff and drivers 
had been disciplined, including 
some who were dismissed. In 
his opinion, the company was 


et oe 


making every conceivable 
effort to ensure that its vehicles 
were properly maintained. 
The procedures at Yorkshire 
Traction were more 
comprehensive than at any 
other firm at which he had 
worked, which included Arriva. 
However, they would always 
have a problem as they were 
dealing with individuals. 
Engineering Director 
Norman Cook said that they 
had involved the trade unions 
as they had had difficulty in 
persuading drivers that first 
use checks were part of their 
duties. The FTA had carried 


Satfete 


The safety restraints manufacturer 


Tel: 01372 451272 
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Fax: 01372 451282 


MAN 


hire Traction. 


72003 J 


Modern vehicles have been 


out six-monthly audits on all 
depots since 2000 so that he 
could get an independent view. 

Initially the reports showed 
a steady improvement. 
However, the January report 
showed a reversal in that trend 
and as a result he took action. 

Investigations showed that 
the wall chart for the Barnsley, 
Huddersfield and Sheffield 
depots had been falsified in that 
it showed that inspections had 
been carried out on time when 
they had not. As a result the 
Western Engineering Director 
had resigned before he could 
be dismissed. 


ESKER 


Mercedes-Benz 


BL ‘ 


introduced and one-third of the fleet are low-floor 


The company’s initial pass 
rate at annual test was 
significantly better than the 
regional average, said Mr Cook. 
No prohibitions had been 
imposed on their vehicles at 
annual test. He maintained that 
there was no evidence of fault 
on the part of the company and 


There had been 
mistakes by fitters 
and clearly one 
manager had not 
been doing his job 
properly 


its staff in relation to 66% of 
the 41 prohibitions issued since 
the previous Public Inquiry. He 
accepted the vehicle 
examiners’ findings but not 
their conclusions. He agreed 
with the VOSA Area Manager’s 
view that the fitters had 
become a little sloppy. 
Graham Collins, the FTAs 
Vehicle Inspection Service 
Contracts Manager, said that 
looking at their reports, there 
was clearly room _ for 
improvement. Yorkshire 
Traction needed to target its 
efforts at improving standards 
of inspection and maintenance. 


He agreed that the prohibition 
history was unsatisfactory. 

The Deputy Commissioner 
commented that one solution 
might be a smaller fleet. 

Chairman and Managing 
Director Frank Carter said that 
there was a peak vehicle 
requirement of 224 for local 
services, and including National 
Express operation and engin- 
eering requirements, 291 
vehicles were required. Any 
decision biting into the 
operational fleet would have a 
detrimental effect on the 
company’s viability. Yorkshire 
Traction was not the most 
profitable company in the 
Group. 

The number of prohibitions 
issued was totally unacceptable, 
said Mr Carter. 

The vast majority were 
attributable to a batch of 
double-deckers that were 20 
years old, which were being 
phased-out. 

Of the 80 vehicles less than 
six years old, only four were 
examined during the 
maintenance investigations in 
March. They had inherited 
tranches of older vehicles that 
could not be replaced within a 
year because of the purchasing 
policy of the National Bus Co 
in the 1980s. As a result, they 
employed one skilled fitter to 
every four vehicles when most 
operators had a ratio of one 
skilled fitter to eight vehicles. 
Many of the safety critical 
items, such as brake defects, 
that were present in 2000 and 


Where elegance meets excellence! 


Tel: 
Fax: 
Web: 
Email: 


IRELAND - Esker Bus & Coach Sales Ltd 
Danny McGee - Managing Director 
Comagh Business Park, Kilbeggan, County Westmeath, Ireland 


+353 (0) 506 33070 +353 (0) 506 33071 
+353 (0) 506 33072 

www.eskerbusandcoach.com 
info@eskerbusandcoach.com 


court report 


200! were no longer present. 
He felt that the fact that the 
situation was improving was 
evidenced by the examination 
of 12 vehicles by VOSA on 12 
June which resulted in only one 
prohibition. 

Vandalism was a major 
problem and they currently 
had a double-decker in the yard 
waiting to be examined by the 
PTE which had been virtually 
wrecked by school children. 
They were seriously 
considering whether to 
continue with school services 
as they were causing half their 
prohibitions. 

Mr Carter maintained that 
Yorkshire Traction was a 
targeted company that was 
receiving a high degree of 
attention. Twenty four modern 
vehicles had been introduced 
to the fleet this year and around 
a third of the fleet were low- 
floor vehicles. 

In reply to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Mr Carter said 
that they had about 40 of the 
old double-deckers left and 
they were virtually being 
scrapped on a daily basis. 

He felt that they would 
probably all have gone within 
12 months. Arguing that there 
had been no endemic failure in 
the system, Mr Kirkbright said 
that there had been mistakes 
by fitters and clearly one 
manager had not been doing 
his job properly. 

The Deputy Commissioner 
is to announce his decision in 
writing at a future date. 


UK - Harry Ferguson Vehicle Sales 
West Foulshiels, Hens Nest Road, East Whitburn, 


Tel: 
Fax: 
Web: 
Email: 
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West Lothian,EH47 8AA. Scotland 


01501 762 266 

01501 762 942 
www.harryferguson.com 
enquiries@harryferguson.com 
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court report 


Sunline boss loses appeal 
against licence revocation 


Failure to notify 


10 magistrate court 


convictions was considered a deliberate 
deception that justified disqualification, but 
the Transport Tribunal decided that three 
years was not proportionate and should be 


reduced to 18 months. 


CHRISTOPHER Roffey, a 
former Director of Sunline 
Tours Ltd, whose licence 
was revoked in October 
2002, has lost his appeal 
against the revocation of his 
own licence by the South 
Eastern and Metropolitan 


Traffic Commissioner 
Christopher Heaps. 
However, the Transport 


Tribunal have reduced the 
period of his disqualification 
from holding a PSV O- 
licence imposed by the 
Commissioner from three 
years to 18 months. 

Mr Roffey had held an 
international licence for two 
vehicles based at | |A Munday 
Industrial Estate, Morley Road, 
Tonbridge, Kent. 

The Commissioner made the 
revocation and disqualification 
orders because of Mr Roffey’s 
failure to declare 10 convictions 
for failing to return private hire 
plates and a driver’s private hire 
badge to Rother District 
Council, permitting the use of a 
minibus without a licence, and 
being the operator of private 
hire vehicles failing to produce 
records to a duly authorised 
officer of the Council, when he 


applied for his licence 
(routeONE, Court Report, || 
March). 


Before the Tribunal, Miles 
Dorrington, for Mr Roffey, said 


that the Commissioner had 
misapplied the  Tribunal’s 
decision in the case of Hi Kube 
Transport Ltd in that he had 
erroneously concluded that as 
the Tribunal in that case had 
considered that only one false 
statement was sufficient to 
justify revocation of a licence, he 
must revoke Mr _ Roffey’s 
licence because of 10 false 
statements. In any event, that 
case pre-dated the case of 
Bryan Haulage Ltd, in which the 
Tribunal had laid down that the 
question Commissioners had to 
ask was whether the conduct 
was so serious as to justify 
putting the operator out of 
business. 

Mr Dorrington maintained 
that the Commissioner had 
been wrong to conclude that 
Mr Roffey had deliberately failed 
to notify the convictions as he 
had consistently stated that he 
believed that they related to 
Sunline Tours and not to 
himself, even though they were 
recorded against him personally. 
That was a_ reasonable 
explanation as directors of a 
company were rarely 
prosecuted and the wording of 
the question in the application 
form did not include the words 
‘recorded against yourself or 
the company.’ 

He argued that the 
Commissioner had failed to 


Transport Stationery 


50 page driver’s daily check pad available in 
either duplicate or triplicate. 


undertake a proper balancing 
exercise. He said that the 
Commissioner had failed to 
give any explanation as to why 
he did not take into account Mr 
Roffey’s reasons for not 
reporting the convictions. 
Neither did he state the weight 
that he had attached to Mr 
Roffey’s omissions. The 
Commissioner had been in 
error in failing to consider the 
seriousness of each offence that 
Mr Roffey had failed to declare. 

Finally, Mr Dorrington argued 
that disqualification was not a 
proportionate sanction in the 
circumstances of the case and 
certainly not a disqualification 
period of three years. 

In upholding the revocation of 
the licence, the Tribunal said that 
the Commissioner’s approach 
to the only issue in the case was 
correct in that having been 
satisfied that a false statement 
had been made, he then went 
on to consider how serious the 
deliberate deception was. 
Whilst the Hi Kube case did pre- 
date the Bryan Haulage case, 
the Commissioner had gone on 
correctly to apply the test laid 
down in the latter case. The 
Commissioner had before him 
details of 10 convictions which 
were personally recorded 
against Mr Roffey on different 
dates at different magistrates 
courts. It was for the 
Commissioner to assess Mr 
Roffey’s credibility and he had 
found him not to be a credible 
witness. It was for that reason 
that he had rejected his 
explanations. The 
Commissioner was in the best 
position to make that 


Services 


50 single leaf preventative maintenance 
inspection sheets suitable for all types of 


Passenger Vehicles. 
Meets Department of 


Transport Vehicle Inspectorate 


requirements. 


Tel: O7O041 471008 


Fax: 


o7041 471009 


61 Bodycoats Road, Chandlers Ford 
Hants SO5S3 2HA 
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assessment, having seen Mr 
Roffey give evidence. The 
Commissioner had in fact set 
out the weight he attached to 
the failure to notify the 
convictions in stating that it was 
to be treated with “great 
seriousness.” 

Having found that Mr Roffey 
had deliberately deceived him 
by failing to notify such a large 
number of convictions, which 
he rightly considered to be 
serious, it was unnecessary for 
the Commissioner to go 
through the exercise of 
considering each offence in turn. 
It was the scale of the deception 
that was important. 

In cutting the disqualification 
period, the Tribunal said that 
they were satisfied that a period 


Hallmark 


HALLMARK Coaches Ltd 
has to wait to see if its 
bids for fresh licences in 
both the South Eastern & 
Metropolitan and West 
Midland Traffic Areas are 
successful following a two 
day public inquiry in 
Eastbourne. 

Hallmark is seeking a 
licence authorising the oper- 
ation of seven vehicles in the 
South East based at 
Swallowfield Way, Hayes, 
Middlesex, and one authoris- 
ing the operation of 12 vehi- 
cles in the West Midlands 
based at Hallmark House, 
Grimstock Hill, Lichfield 
Road, Coleshill, . 

Earlier bids for licences in 
the two Traffic Areas were 
turned down on the grounds 
that the company had lost its 
repute after continuing to 
operate without licence 
authority following its prede- 


The original Hallmark 
Coaches had changed its 


name to HMC Realisations 


Ltd and that company went 
into administrative receiver- 
ship. That company held 


of disqualification was entirely 
appropriate and proportionate 
in this case when put in the 
context of the very serious 
nature of Mr Roffey’s deceit. 
However, they considered it 
would be appropriate to reduce 
the period with the principles of 
proportionality in mind. 


Traffic Commissioner 
Christopher Heaps 


must wait 


licences in the West Midland, 
South Eastern & 
Metropolitan Traffic Areas. . 
A different company, 
Fawkes Venture Ltd, 
changed its mame _ to 
Hallmark Coaches Ltd, and 
continued to operate under 
the old company’s licences 
(routeONE, Court Report, 19 
February). The South 
Eastern & Metropolitan 
Traffic Commissioner 
Christopher Heaps, also sit- 
ting as Deputy Traffic 
Midlands, is to announce his 
decision in writing. He also 
reserved decision on 
whether to take disciplinary 
action against the South 
Eastern licence held by 
Distance Coaching Ltd. of 
117 St Johns, Knowle, 
Solihull, and the West 
Midland licence held by 
Dunn-Line (Flights) Ltd, trad- 
ing as Flights, of The Coach 
Station, Park Lane, Basford, 
Nottingham, who had 
allowed Hallmark Coaches 
to operate vehicles under 
the authority of their PSV O- 


2000 “X” Iveco 391.E.12.35 
Beulas Stergo E 
crew 


Coach ::: Week 
EvoBus 


A DaimlerChrysler Company 


Sit Comfortably with 


A selection of our comprehensive range of pre-owned vehicles 


@ 46 recliners, crew seat, 
belts, rear saloon toilet, 
rear servery, cont door, 
tea/coffee machine 

my £39,500 


51 recliners, crew seat, 
belts, air con, webasto, 
centre toilet, cont door 
£110,000 


1999 "T" Scania L94 Irizar Century 
49 reclining seats, crew 
seat, belts, air con, 
webasto, retarder, rear cont 
door, rear sunken toilet, 
tv/video, drinks 
£110,950 


EvoBus at Coventry M6 Junction 2 


02476 626000 - www.evobus.co.uk 


1998 “S” Dennis Javelin 245 Plaxton 
Premier 320 


53 recliners, crew seat, 
belts, pa 
£85,500 


i | 
| << 


ad 


49 recliners, crew seat, 
centre toilet, tea/coffee 
machine, cont door 
£19,950 


1988 “E” Setra S215 HR 
55 seats, crew Seat, belts, 
webasto, retarder, fridge, 
radio/pa 
| £34,950 


lOMNVC.. 


Services for Mercedes-Benz 
and Setra buses and coaches 


CHAPMAN 


DRIVER SEATING 


“Our Customer Surveys show that bus drivers want comfort 
with adjustability but with no complexity or fuss. Fortunately 
for us, that’s exactly what Chapman seats provide.” 


With access and service direct from the manufacturer. 


« Comfort 

-  Adjustability 
- No fuss 

- Robust 

- Service 


Contact Details 
® 0044 (0)1908 265030 
& 0044 (0)1908 265499 


7 sales@chapmandriverseating.com 


68 Burners Lane 
Kiln Farm 
Milton Keynes, MK11 3HD 


That must be Chapman! 


Nova2 
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Many Finance Options Availble | 
Mg | 


Harry Ferguson So — ¢ en Ero | 
Tel: 01501 762266 | 


NOW IN BUILD FOR SEPTEMBER DELIVERY 


* Ayat Bravo 1, 12 meter ~ Mercedes-Benz 1223L Esker Touring Mercedes-Benz 616 Esker Riada | 
Luxury Double deck Available with 37 and 41 seats With 20 seats and courier | 


74 seats 

* Ayat Bravo 1, Double Deck, ee om || 
13.150 meter, 87 seats 

+ Atlantis Single Deck, 12 meter, 


o3 Seats Mercedes-Benz 0814 Vario Mercedes-Benz 413cdi Sprinter 
* Atlantis Single Deck, Extended model with 28 seats Extended model with 16 seats 


13.750 meter Tri Axle, 63 seats 
2x Platinum 12 meter, 51 seats 
Platinum 8.75 meter, 33 seats 


Ford Transit - JUST IN!! 


e 16 seats 
e Very competitive price 


AyaATS LIMITED * 3 TWEED ROAD * CLEVEDON * NorTH SomerseT * BS21 6RR 


SALES * 01275 349411 * JUNCTION 20 MS + PARTS/SERVICE * 01275 337078 , Used Vehicles In c 


é 1 QUA\ 
\CCESSORIES 
LIN 6 DU S$) ERTS 


Mercedes-Benz 609D 1994 (Wh/ch Access) 


© 8 seats with accomodation for 4 wheelchairs 
© Ricon in-board lift 


Ford Transit (1995) - 12 seats 


¢ Hi-roof e MWB 
© PLS wh/chair u/floor lift e Luggage racks 


Ford Transit (1997) - 12-seats 
¢ Hi-roof 
e|WB 
¢ MoT until Jan 2005 


LDV Convoy (1999) - 16-seats 


¢ High back coach seats © Panoramic windows 
Luggage racks ¢ MoT until May 2005 


Mercedes-Benz 614D (1999) - 18 seats 


© Gaudi seats Luggage racks 
© Dark glazing e Full year MoT 


PAS-407 


Deluxe for 19.5" & 22.5" wheels 


PaaS | 
[PAR-615 J 


Stainless 


steel 
cleaner 
400m! 


Deluxe deep 
rear wheel liner 


Just a few exam- Iveco Eco3 (1996) - 35-seats 


ples from our 


| ¢ ¢ Reading lights e Forced air 
angeranseso [pas-a41 EA, Luggage racks ¢ Mahogany window sills 
accessone> tf ¢ Full year MoT & rack ledges 

« ow Ao 3° a f° oP Sea eg ey 6 Tne Sole Brit. 


Units 5-7, Eastlands Industrial Estate, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4LL 
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of term — not a glowing report 


Summer is here again and our MPs are off enjoying a 


well earned rest. So what have they been up to during 


the last parliamentary session? 


OR ONE particular party 

leader, the last 

parliamentary session must 
have been very stressful indeed. 
Think about it, he’s had the 
Hutton and Butler reports to 
deal with, the Commons debate 
on Iraq, by-election campaigns to 
fight, rumblings from his 
backbenchers - and if that wasn’t 
enough, the polls are looking 
none too encouraging. But that’s 
enough about Michael Howard; 
we’ll come back to him later. 

It’s very likely that Tony Blair (and 
most of those on the Government 
benches for that matter) may 
actually begin their holidays with a 
slight spring in their step. With the 
Hutton and Butler Reports now 
virtually out of the way, Tony Blair 
can enjoy his ‘summer holiday’ in 
Barbados (if the rumours are true 
he’s staying at Sir Cliff Richard’s gaff) 
safe in the knowledge that, despite 
what the Tories and the media may 
do or say, some of the flak in 
respect of lraq appears to have 
abated. Although the Government 
may find that they still have one or 
two questions left to answer — 
possibly relating to caveats. 
However, it may now be that the 
‘sting’ has gone out of it. 


Michael 


who? 
“Transport 


rules OK 


The Government has, in the last 
days of this recent session, tried 
hard to drag politics back to a more 
domestic agenda as we move 
inexorably towards the next General 
Election in 2005. Tony must be ona 
high; exactly how he has escaped 
much greater criticism is open to 
question - he must wear a Teflon 
suit, that guy. The fact that he felt 
able to offer Peter Mandelson the 
job of European Commissioner 
(‘Cronyism’? Yes, of course it was), 
certainly shows that we are dealing 
now with a newly reinvigorated and 
confident Tony. 

Now cynics may say (as indeed 
have many in the media) that all it 
shows is that nothing perhaps 
washes whiter than the new 
improved ‘Hutton’ or ‘Butler’ brands 
— guaranteed to remove all stains 
and traces of impropriety - allegedly. 

However, Mr Blair can take some 
comfort from the fact that his 
performance in the Iraq debate was 
actually quite polished. Bizarrely Mr 
Howard (see, it wasn’t that long a 
wait, was it?) had, as one of his 
former colleagues Michael Portillo 
so eloquently put it, ‘broken his own 
bat’ before the debate had even 
begun. This howling error did not 
go unnoticed by anyone, and 
especially Conservative MPs — as the 
truly deafening silence behind Mr 
Howard during the debate showed. 
This may perhaps have sent a brief 
shiver down some Tory spines as 
they may recall that it was of course 
a cricketing metaphor which former 
Chancellor Geoffrey Howe had used 
to such great effect in his resignation 
speech in November 1990 which 
more or less signalled the end of 
Mrs T. 

Michael Howard now has to 
make a decision on where to go 
from here — something simply must 
be done if the Tories are to remain 
on track. Mr Portillo has recently 
been urging him to take the Party to 
the centre ground, although former 
Cabinet Minister Lord Tebbit 
appears, perhaps not unsurprisingly, 
to be suggesting that Mr Howard 
should express the party's gut right- 
wing instincts with more aggression. 

So for the Tories, the last 


parliamentary session, which started 
on a quite upbeat note, has 
seemingly ended on a low. Just 
before the Christmas recess in 2003 
they found themselves with 
(another) new leader who this time 
really appeared to boost Tory 
morale, and even the media seemed 
relieved by the prospect of a 
stronger opposition to Labour. 
Indeed, Mr Howard came in with all 
guns blazing and immediately started 
piling the pressure on the PM. He 
clearly is (usually) a strong 
performer but lately it’s gone a bit 
awry. In the two recent by-elections 
in Leicester South and Birmingham 
Hodge Hill they campaigned hard 
but were pushed into third place in 
both. Although for balance it should 
be remembered that the Tories did 
win the recent round of local 
elections (don’t forget that Labour 
were pushed into third place in 
‘share of the vote’ terms during that 
contest), and also did fairly well in 
the European elections too — but 
not as well as they’d hoped, and it 
surely was no ‘breakthrough’. 

For Labour, losing a safe seat like 
Leicester South was, despite the ‘we 
knew it was likely’ type spin they 
tried to put on it, a simply terrible 
result, although they did just hang 
on to Birmingham Hodge Hill. The 
Liberal Democrats were the 
winners in Leicester South of 
course, but they shouldn't be too 
smug about it as there was 
undoubtedly a large protest vote 
involved and the seat may well 
return to Labour in the General 
Election, as may Brent East (another 
‘safe Labour seat’ taken by the 
Kennedy posse). 

As far as transport is concerned 
we'd have to say it’s ended ona 
rather good note. Mr Darling is now 
hailed as a ‘man of vision’ (perhaps 
even a ‘transport Darling’? No, 
maybe not with those eyebrows) 
and the Government’s Policy 
document — ‘The Future of Transport 
— a network for 2030’ which we 
discussed in this column last week 
will certainly have eased the minds 
of those who have the best interests 
of the coach and bus industry at 
heart. As we know, the report 


must do 


broadly supports Quality 
Partnerships and acknowledges that 
they bring good results. The 
Government has, it seems, been 
listening to those who represent the 
coach & bus industry and have taken 
what has been said on board. Well 
done to those groups who have 
been lobbying for buses. 

It’s unlikely that Mr Darling will 
lose the transport portfolio when or 
if the mini-reshuffle actually takes 
place, which means that the links 
established with this particular 
Minister by those representing the 
coach & bus industry will, we must 
hope, bring even greater 
understanding/appreciation of the 
industry by Government with 
resultant benefits for passengers and 
operators alike. 

So overall, how have they done? 
We could talk for many pages 
dissecting the various policy issues 
which have come through 
parliament (but we'll spare you 
that). In good old tutorial style we'll 
close by saying that they need to 
keep listening and we hope that 
they will do better next term. 

This is the last edition of 
Westminster Watch for a while but 
we will be back when the House sits 
again on 7 September. 
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Sitting comfortably 


New company, new team: Chapman Driver Seating founder directors Jerry Smith, David Faulkner and David Cattanach with key staff members 


The Chapman name is familiar to virtually 

everyone in the coach and bus industry, but do you 
know who owns the company? Mike Morgan went 
to Milton Keynes to find out 


HAPMAN Driver 

Seating is a new 

company that started 

trading in February 

2004. Its purpose is to 
manufacture and market coach 
and bus driver seating. 

Although a very young company, it 
has a heritage that goes back 
generations, and a reputation for 
robustness and good value that 
convinced the current management 
that the Chapman name was of too 
great a value to abandon. 

The origin of the Chapman name 
dates back to 1901. Established 
originally as a small engineering 
business by Mr A W Chapman in 
Fulham, the company manufactured 
and often pioneered products such 
as car heating and shock absorber 
systems. 

Following the Second World War, 
Chapman focused on seating 
components for a huge number of 
manufacturers, many of whom have 
now sadly disappeared. It also 
developed a range of driver seats 
that can be found in the large 
majority of coaches and buses... and 


trains, not only in the UK, but in 
thousands of buses across the world. 

However, recent history has not 
been kind to Chapman. It passed 
through several owners’ hands 
including the Rodd Group and Tier 2 
Ltd before going into administration 
in November 2003. 

An MBO occurred in January 2004 
when three people took over the 
Chapman name from the 
administrator. The team has a 
comprehensive mix of skills and are 
already laying out some new ideas 
conscious of the commercial, political 
and technical needs of the market 
place. 

The MBO comprises three 
members, each founder members 
with an equal shareholding. These 
individuals are: David Faulkner, 51, 
responsible for business 
development. David has a mechanical 
engineering background and has 
been responsible for the promotion 
and sales of various automative tier | 
safety critical products - brake 
systems and occupant safety - as well 
as global responsibility for sales of 
automative interiors. 
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David Cattanach, 38, joined the 
Rodd Group in July 1994 as Group 
Accountant primarily responsible for 
A W Chapman (AWC) accounts, 
which covered Shepperton, Bicester 
and Belgium (approx. £40m 
turnover). Following the sale of 
AWC to Lear in 1998, he continued 
with the ‘new’ Rodd Group as 
Financial Controller based at 
Weybridge, and in 2000 moved to 
the Mitcham site. In 
addition to the obvious accounting 
responsibilities, he has also been 
involved in various IT projects, 
including the implementation of the 
integrated MRP package that is used 
group-wide, fleet management, 
insurance and other commercial 
issues as they arise. 

Jerry Smith, 36, has four years 
experience in business system 
development, implementation and 
general business consultancy — 12 
years in operational management, 
developing experience in a variety of 
disciplines and the completion of an 
MBA in February 2001. From 2002- 
2004 he was Operations Director 
with Tier 2 Ltd (Morgan & Brace). 


Prior to the former business going 
into administration the members of 
the MBO team had noticed a trend 
that was on the one hand 
encouraging, but on the other hand 
disturbing. Encouragement came 
from the fact that the driver seating 
side was chugging along despite lack 
of investment in terms of either 
engineering development or 
management time and energy. 
Discouragement came from seeing a 
business being driven down the road 
of seductive major deals in the rail 
sector that didn’t make money. 

Davd Faulkner spoke for the team 
when he said: “We recognised that 
there was plenty of life in the brand, 
though engineering hadn't moved it 
on.” Central to the MBO proposition 
is a belief that, given modern 
manufacturing techniques and 
engineering solutions, the old 
standards associated with the 
Chapman brand could be brought 
forward. They propose to turn a 
business that was on its knees into a 
profitable enterprise with turnover in 
excess of £2 million by 2007. 

David Cattanach explained the 


Chapman will look to increase supply outside UK 


proposition. “Cosmetic changes can 
be introduced to the current range 
to bring them up to date,” he said. 
Some changes will include stitch 
patterns and different material 
options, but most will follow a 
switch to automotive suppliers for 
many of the seat components. 

Much of the fresh thinking that 
they plan to apply to the production 
of drivers’ seats at their recently 
acquired Milton Keynes headquarters 
will be based on automotive 
practices. Mr Cattanach refered to 
seat adjusters that offer an infinite 
number of positions rather than the 
crude sliders commonly used. These, 
together with a range of other seat 
components, such as lumber support 
mechanisms, can be obtained from 
the manufacturers who supply the 
automotive sector, thus capitalizing 
on the cost benefits of large scale 
production. 

Among the many proposals is a 
scheme for individualising seats to 
suit the size and weight of individual 
bus drivers. This idea is being 
pursued vigorously and has so far 
been received with enthusiasm. 

Chapman is keen to promote the 
vision, and is willing to offer a 
management package that would 
ensure that the right seat is available 
and that any necessary maintenance 
is carried out. The MBO team 
believes that the growing awareness 
of health and safety concerns will 
force operators to think more 
carefully about the associated risks. 
For example, back damage or 
trapped fingers can lead to claims for 


damages. 

Although the team recognises that 
one of its priorities is to bring its 
seats at least up to the standard of 
the competition — several prototypes 
are being evolved — the first move is 
to renew relationships with the 
operators. They want to reawaken 
brand awareness and reassure 
operators that Chapman has not 
gone away. 

Their business plan recognises that 
service is the key — “Our employees 
will look after our customers and 
our customers will therefore look 
after our shareholders” — the 
business recognises that all facets of 
the business - new build, spares and 


‘Customer surveys 
show that the 
majority of drivers do 
not want complexity, 
they want 
adjustability and 
comfort with no fuss.’ 


refurbishment - are all income 
streams that need to be pursued. 
There is above all else, a belief 
that the market for new PSV drivers 
seating will remain strong. This 
market consists of new build and 
refurbishment build. The new build 
market for all types of PSVs is 
estimated at 12,000 units for 2004 
by the SMMT (The Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders Ltd). 
Chapman is targeting a |2% market 
share in its first year of trading. 


Chapman Driver Seating 


Trims are available to customer specifications 


This can be achieved because of, 
rather than inspite of, UK vehicle 
manufacturers being continually 
under pressure to reduce costs 
without compromising the quality 
and attractiveness of their product. 
Chapman has also recognised that 
product complexity is not always the 
best way forward and that 
innovative, robust and cost effective 
solutions can be brought to the 
market. 

David Faulkner said: “Customer 
surveys show that the majority of 
drivers do not want complexity, they 
want adjustability and comfort with 
no fuss. Exactly what Chapman 
products provide.” 

Then there’s the potential to build 
on the tradition of exporting 
Chapman seats fitted to British-built 
buses. World-wide new coach and 
bus build is estimated at 550,000 
units making the UK a small player in 
global terms. 

The largest markets are China, 
America and Korea. Chapman will 
review and target these markets 
when the business has achieved 
capability to supply products 
appropriately. 

Engineering Manager John 
Richardson has over |8 years 
experience within automotive 
seating design. He is a key member 
of the new Chapman management, 
having started originally with 
Chapman in 1985, then Engineering 
Manager for Lear Corporation, and 
lastly Johnson Controls Automotive. 
His responsibility included 
adjustment and safety mechanisms 


Pedastals are important foundation 
for future development 


for drivers and passenger seating. 
Each of the founder members has 
contributed substantially to the 
company in the form of sweat equity 
and capital. The management 
believes that it is addressing a 
market where overpriced products 
are delivered late and indeed where 
customers expect failure. 

The business is located in a 5,000 
sq ft unit just outside central Milton 
Keynes. Milton Keynes was chosen 
as the ideal central location to 
support customers up and down the 
country. 

Current products include the 
Nova2, which is the familiar low- 
back design, trimmed to the 
customers own specification of 
moquette or covering. This can be 
enhanced by adding single or double 
armrest, headrest, lumbar support 
unit, heater element, seat slides or 
any combination of these extras. 

There are two main types of 
pedastal - the Mk! 28/300 height 
adjuster and the Mk250 tilt/height 
adjuster. 

The ultimate success of Chapman 
will be dependant upon the ability of 
its management to rejuvenate a 
previously profitable customer base 
by cost effectively delivering 
products on time every time, ina 
market that is no longer tolerant of 
late or costly components. 

This team have a big challenge in 
front of them, but they have also 
moved dynamically with some new 
ideas that they, and their elected 
distributors, are presenting to a 
largely receptive industry. 


routeONE s August 2004 23 


routeONE 


Where 


the 


is 


GIWVity 


Based in the heart of North Yorkshire, Stephensons of Easingwold made its mark 
with a ground-breaking York Park & Ride contract. Mike Morgan catches up with 
the company that is gradually finding ways to justify investment in new vehicles 


TEPHENSONS of 
§ Easingwold is a family- 
operated company 
established in 1990. 

Based in the heart of North 
Yorkshire, it is ideally situated for 
access to York, as well as East and 
West Yorkshire, the East Coast and 
the North East. 

An approved Local Authority 
contractor, Stephensons specialises 
in providing the highest standards of 
service at the most competitive 
rates with a fleet of modern coaches 
which are available for private, 


school, corporate and contract hire. 

David Stephenson, who owns the 
limited company with his brother, 
Harry, said: “We are specialists in 
group travel and can create tailor- 
made packages to suit every 
requirement, including booking 
hotels, theatre tickets, lunches or 
anything else that may be required. 

“The fact that so many groups 
return to us year after year is 
testimony to our friendly reliable 
service.” 

This established business serves 
the close-knit local communities in 


Tholthorpe workshop forms part of main centre of operation 
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North Yorkshire’s rural heartland. It 
has a very presentable front-line 
fleet of coaches that, together with a 
hand-full of local service buses, 
presents a very professional image. 
The association with Easingwold is 
at every turn... except for the fact 
that it is no longer based in the 
town, having moved some years ago 
to Tholthorpe, which lies five miles 
to the west, mid-way between the 
AI9 and the Al near Boroughbridge. 
What’s more, there’s an additional 
garage that was recently opened 
some 20 miles to the north east on 


the edge of the North Yorkshire 
Moors in Kirkbymoorside. 

These two moves — first to the 
west and then further afield — 
conspire to suggest that coach 
operations no longer need to be 
planted firmly amid a local 
population from which the business 
extracts its trade. The present day 
realities of coach operation is that 
local loyalties can be fickle and that 
vacuums created when one business 
closes or moves can soon be filled. 

The fact that Stephensons is such 
a young business will surprise many, 


Former boat-builder’s premises were taken over in Kirkbymoorside 


because it became a very high- 
profile operation when, in June 1991 
it won the contract to run the 
ground-breaking York Park & Ride. 
At this time the firm was run by its 
founder Harry Stephenson who had 
set up on land behind his parent’s 
bungalow... in Easingwold. 

“It was all about cashflow,” he 
recalls. The contract was initially for 
one year and extended for another 
three. He bought six former Go- 
Ahead Willowbrook-bodied 
Leopards that worked flat out for 
six days a week, each doing 16 trips 
a day. 

“It was just graft,” he said, “and 
they performed without any real 
problem. There’s nothing like the 
Leopard today.” 

In the meantime Stephensons 
developed its own service into York 
and also acquired a pair of Duple 
Leopards for increased P&R 
requirements. 

Harry, who is now 38, was soon 
joined by his brother, David, 34, and 
the leased premises on the former 
airfield at Tholthorpe were acquired 
in 1992. They outgrew the first unit, 
adding an adjacent unit to increase 
capacity for maintenance. 

Then the P&R contract came to 
an end, transferring to First in York, 
leaving the brothers to readjust the 
business. 

That was in 1995 and the focus 
was on obtaining contracts to 
underpin a raft of private hire work. 


By now the fleet had swollen to 24. 

David recalls that one of the 
better moves was to advertise in 
Yellow Pages. “It was like plugging 
the phone in,” he said. 

As the private hire book grew, 
the brothers started advertising 
London weekends, using a former 
East Kent single-deck MCW 
Metroliner, which, unlike the 
double-deck equivalent, was 
remarkable for its reliability, 
according to David. 

Then came a switch to second- 
hand Volvos acquired through the 
Kirkby dealership. Some 20 similar 
motors have been purchased 
through this source, placing Kirkby 
high on the list of major influences 
on the development of the business. 


Throughout, the emphasis has 
been on straight deals rather than 
trade-ins, and a decision to change 
the livery from a white to cream 
base for the red and orange stripes 
followed a deal to buy a former 
Wallace Arnold Paramount. 

The roles of the two brothers 
soon became established with Harry 
effectively acting as Engineering 
Director, heading a team, who work 
shifts and travel from the North 
East, lead by George Chalmers. 
David looks after operations. 

A third Tholthorpe unit was 
brought into use in 1999 as the 
contract work required double 
deckers, starting with VRs, but the 
country roads took their toll with 
springs being a major problem. 


David Stephenson took delivery of the 04-reg Profile from Martin Dunleavey of TransBus (now Plaxton) 


More recent intakes have featured 
Leyland Olympians and a former 
Derby underfloor-engined Volvo 
Citybus signals a possible future 
trend. However, the brothers have a 
fundamental dislike of the ‘deckers. 
For a start they are not painted in 
fleet colours because ageing vehicles 
don't fit-in with the required image. 
Neither do they think that ‘deckers 
provide the right solution to school 
transport. 

Seventy-seat coaches are the 
preferred route and a pair of B7R- 
chassied Plaxton Profiles are on 
order. This follows experience with 
a second-hand 1998 B7R and a new 
04-reg Profile. 

David said: “It’s a gamble and 
we'll have to work them hard, but 
we're hoping for a three-year 
contract that takes into account the 
cost of new coaches, and their 
availability should have a knock-on 
effect.” 

Harry added: “Someone’s got to 
make a move, because ‘deckers 
aren't the answer.” 

However, the brothers admit that 
the reason why they had been 
sucked down the ‘decker road was 
because of the belief that: “If we 
don’t run deckers, someone else 
will.” 

However, their stated preference 
is “10 B7Rs rather than 10 deckers.” 

Meanwhile, problems with 
vandalism on a handful of contract 
vehicles parked overnight at 
Kirkbymoorside prompted a 
successful search for suitable 
premises. 

A former boat-building workshop 
(located some 22 miles from the 
sea!) was up for sale and 
Stephensons moved in late last year. 

Having acquired a base, the quest 
was on to develop business in the 
area. This included stretching the 
local bus service north of 
Easingwold three times a day to 
provide the only direct link with 
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York. This move came after winning [Ty mae ar. 
a five year North Yorkshire County sod e. 
Council contract to run the ta ed ae 

Hovingham to Malton service using a 
low-floor Wrights Cadet-bodied 
DAF SB120 — a contract since 
renewed, inviting a decision to order 
a replacement for the Cadet. 

More contracts have boosted the 
Kirkbymoorside allocation to 12, 
which represents 33% of the total 
fleet, and David Stephenson is 
determined to expand the private 
hire work in the area to justify 
better coaches. “There’s a lot of 
scope,” he said. 

Other options for future 
expansion include own tours and 
some excursions, building on their 
earlier experience with London 
weekends. 

A pair of vehicles are maintained 
in National Holidays colours. 
“Corporate business is a marvellous 
field,” said David. 

However, the Stephenson 
brothers are mindful of the old 
coach industry adage: “It’s the new 
buses that get you the work, but it’s 
the older ones that do it.” There’s 
another way of presenting the same 
case — i.e the old ones earn you 
money, while the new ones cost you 
money. Either way it depends on 
prices, which the Stephenson's 
believe have to harden. They pin Kirkbymoorside-based fleet has grown, allowing priv. 


be € é > 2 tea ~ 


their faith to the belief that a quality 
service will attract the right return, 
and this is what they have achieved 
with the Malton contract, where, 
like the original York service, regular 
drivers provide continuity and levels 
of personal service that are hard to 
match. They’re certainly not looking 
to run any more than the 39 
vehicles/36 licences that are 
presently on the books, and they 
recognise that the whole business 
would be too much for the pair to 
run without the invaluable assistance 
of 21-year-old Jonathan Hill who 
looks after all the scheduling. 

Stephensons presents itself as a 
forward thinking company. It’s image 
complements the theme and its 
achievements on the commercial 
and supported local bus services 
bear witness to its ability to translate 
quality principles into a quality 
service. 

Like most operators it needs 
school contracts to underpin its 
business plan. Again, like most, it is 
conscious that the image of elderly 
motors contradicts the ethos that it 
is trying to promote. It’s move 
towards 70-seaters is, therefore, 
understandable, but it deserves 
support in the form of better rates 
from the marketplace. 
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THE NUMBER ONE GUIDE TO PSV BUYING AND SELLING 
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Ring 0870 241 8745 for your ‘PRICE-LESS’ 
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The deadline for Trader Exchange is Tuesday 10 August — 2.00pm 
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LEYLAND VAN HOOL 
Royal Tiger 
Inertia seatbelts, 
49-seater exec, 
12 months test, 
very clean 
£10,500 + VAT 
01384 401626 
or 
07977 015930 
(anytime) 


1998 IVECO 


17-seats, full tracking, electric 
wheelchair lift, parcel shelf, locker, 
Eurotrims, 11 months MoT, 
12 months Tax 


£9,500 + VAT 
2000 
RENAULT MASTER 


17-seats, full tracking, wheelchair 
ramp, walnut dash, parcel shelf etc, 
11 months MoT, taxed August 04 


£9,500 + VAT 
Tel: 01904 796110 


1987 Jonckheere 


29-seat Piccolo executive coach, 
Cummins ‘B’ series, double glazed, toi- 
let, TV + video, drinks machine, full 
retrim 2008, centre carpet, blinds etc, 
private plate, over £9,000 spent in last 
12 months, taxed & tested March 
2005. A superb small coach at £12,500 
+ VAT 


1988 Mercedes 609 


19 hi back seats, drop well boot, cur- 
tains, resprayed silver, new wheel 
trims, taxed & tested Oct 2004, 
no longer required 
£2,200 + VAT 
Phoenix Coaches 01823 324636 
(Somerset) 


1990 Van Hool 
Volvo B10M 
49 recliners 

demountable toilet 
very good condition 
£26,000 + VAT 

P/X Considered 

Minibus or Coach 
Tel: 01228 710810 


Vehicles For Sale 


1993 Volvo B9M 37 str Berkhof 
Excellence 2000, video/tv, hot/cold drinks, 
air-conditioned, driver's bunk, re-trimmed 
03, long MOT. Choice of two, £62,500 
1995 Scania Irizar Triaxle 49str, all usual 
extras, air-conditioning, long MoT. Choice of 
two from £65,000 
1996 Scania Irizar triaxle 49str, all usual 
extras, air-conditioning, long MoT. Choice of 
five from £75,000 
All the above vehicles have been owned by us 
from new and have been serviced to our very 
high standards. Vehicles will be painted base 
white when sold. 
We also have a selection of MCW Metrobuses for 
sale, all in daily use and have long MoT’s. 

For further enquiries phone Steve Mitchell on 


07860 132045 


Supreme Bus and Coach sales 
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1989 Dennis Algarve 
51-seat + toilet, MoT March 
‘05, new engine 3 years ago, 
in daily use. £7,000 + VAT 
1989 Paramount 


3200 Volvo 
53-seat + retarder, 
12 month’s MoT, in daily use 
£16,000 + VAT 


Tel: 01264 781283 


7x C reg 1985 or 1986 Olympian / 
ECW, 72-seat double deckers 
£7,000 ono each 
2 x F reg 1988 Volvo B10M/Duple 
53-seat single deck £7,500 ono each 
2x H reg 1991 Dart/Reeve Burgess 
35-seats £7,000 ono each 
3 x H reg 1990 Dart Duple-Carlyle 
35-seats £7,000 ono each 
2x L reg 1994 Metroriders 
25-seat Minibuses £2,500 ono each 
4xH reg 1990 Dart/Carlyle 
25-seats £5,000 ono each 
All vehicles have long MoTs 
Prices exclude tyres and VAT 
Tel: 07977 264257 
Speak to Steve Wolfe 


WANTED 


Cummins 
C Series engine 
for 
Dennis Javelin 1989 
Please call: 
South Wales 


01792 585400 


WANTED 


33-seat mini bus/coach 
95 - 98, must be in 
good condition and 
reasonably priced. 
No dealers and 
no rubbish please 
Phone Paul 
00353 872 311571 


Renault Dodge 
Vanguard 
Training Bus 
39-seater, 

J reg, 

MoT until Feb 2005 
Taxed until Sept 2004 
£2,250 ono for a quick sale 


Tel: 01236 628457 
or 
07985 702194 


2000 (W) Dennis 300 
GX Caetano Enigma, 
53-seats, radio cassette 
/PA £79,000 


2 x 1990 Volvo B10M 

Van Hool, 53-seats, 

radio cassette/PA 
£25,000 each 


1987 Volvo B10 MT 

Van Hool, 49-seats + 

wc, radio cassette/PA 
£15,000 


All fitted with 
retractable belts 


Tel: 01708 630 555 
or 07880 700 104 


FOR SALE 


1984 Volvo B10M Paramount, 57- 
seater, 12m. £8,500 ono 
1985 Volvo B10M Paramount, 53- 
seater, 11m. £9,000 ono 
1988 Dennis Javelin Paramount, 53- 
seater, 11m. £12,000 ono 
1987 Dennis Javelin Paramount, 51- 
seats, 11m. £11,000 ono 
1982 BedforaSupreme 5, 
45-seatergem. 
|All MoT'd and taxed in very good condition, 
large amount of Bedford new and used 
parts, 2 sets of Paramount seats complete, 
arious Supreme 4 windscreens + side 
indows and Dominant 1 side windows 


01570 423 772 


D REG MERCEDES 709 
27-seater, 12 months MoT 
£2,250 
1984 LEYLAND LEOPARD 
PLAXTON PARAMOUNT BODY 
55-seats, 12 months MoT 
£4,750 
DUPLE 320 55 SEATS 
SCANIA ‘94 
vgc, MoT’d 
£12,750 
Tel: 01697 331276 or 
07720 560596 


Silverdale Coaches 
have the following coaches 
for sale 

2 x 1985 Leyland Nationals, 50- 
seats, long MoTs 
1 x 1982 Leyland Atlantean, 
Northern Counties Body, 75-seats, 
TONG), MO Vins cocoa: ssannsmiaaeeeeeetmmenaae Offers 
1 x 1981 Leyland Atlantean 
Northern Counties Body, 78-seater, 
BIG) MOT... scscosccnsesscss0-con ee Offers 


Sensible Offers 
Contact Pete Hallam 
0115 912 1000 or 
07810 18 42 42 


1992 J Reg 
DENNIS DART 


Cummins engine, 
40-seats, 
Wrights handy bus, 
long MoT. 
Choice of 3 from 


£11,500 + VAT 


0161 339 8575 
(Manchester) 


1998 Optare Excel 


10 x 11.5m, 45-seats, 
5 x 10.7m, 41-seats, 


long MoTs 
From £38,950 
Contact: R. Gibson 
01482 327142 


1988 Dennis Javelin 
Duple 320 
57-seater, MoT Sept ‘05 
£8,000 + VAT 


1989 Mercedes 609 
19-seats, Power door, 
MoT Oct ‘05 
£2,000 + VAT 


Tel: 0191 3721 531 


MERCEDES COACHES FOR SALE 
DUE TO RENEWAL OF FLEET 


512 1999 - 12 Executive full size seats at 4 tables. Black windows, drinks machine, fridge, 
video, Webasto heater, air conditioning, reversing camera, large boot, 3 point belts and tow bar. 


New MoT, had vehicle made to own spec, one of a kind. 


Price £24,000 + VAT 


711 1996 - 24-seater with power door, 3 point belts. Just needs re-spray in own colours. 


Price £12,800 + VAT 


611 1995 - 24-seater with power door, lap belts, new Eberspacher heater, tow bar, rack lights. 
Second owner only used for private hire by this company, hence nice and tidy vehicle. 


Price £12,000 + VAT 


1995 Mercedes 312, 16-seater, conversion 3 years ago, full 1 year’s MoT, CD Player 


Price £8,500 + VAT 


All vehicles have good seats, are good runners and been well maintained 
Office Hours 01268 543543 
Mobile No: 07796 145 451 Lawrence 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


RELIANCE PLAXTON ELITE 1969 G reg 53 seater, 760 
engine, ZF gearbox, excellent order, huge restoration carried 
out, lovely bodywork, chassis recently silvered, exterior needs 
repainting to be sold with new class 6 MOT, exceptional, 
£3,1000no NO VAT ES) Motor Coaches 07971 483976 
(Saltash) 


> 


BEDFORD 1980 YMT SUPREME 53 seater 
retractable belts, Cummins engine, recent reconditioned gear- 
box, telma retarder, taxed and short MOT, fair condition, 
£1,750ono +VAT 01594 822110 or 07810 378619 


BEDFORD 1982 YMP, 45 seats, Duple Dominant, 
Toxed & Tested, Seat Belts. Tidy coach for its age. Phone 
anytime £950 +VAT 01982 570225 


BEDFORD 1984 LASER 53 seats, test 10/04, 
£3,500 +VAT 01384 895436 


BEDFORD 1985 PLAXTON 35 seat 2 owners from 
new, tested to May 2005, £3,250 +VAT Buckbys Coaches 
01536 710344 


BEDFORD 500 TURBO Mol 27 Jun 05 53 seats, 
retractable belts, clean interior, genuine reason for sale, 
£2,750 +VAT 07909 543023 


BEDFORD 500 TURBO, ZF six-speed box, MoT to Aug 
05, 53 seats, retractable belts, well maintained by commer- 
cial garage, history available, £3,750 +VAT 07909 
543023 


BEDFORD FORD YMT UNICAR 198] (PP), 53 seats, 
body solid, excellent engine, rare coach, needs some TLC, 
well worth saving, £500ono NO VAT ESJ Motor Coaches 
07971 483976 (Saltash) 


Selling a Bedford for under £6,000? Then take advantage 
of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - 
call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


BEDFORD YMT 500 DUPLE DOMINANT Service 
Bus, 1976 P reg, 63 seater, 3 and 2 seating, little work 
required for MOT, interior very clean, suitable for preserva- 
tion or further use, £6500no NO VAT ESJ Motor Coaches 
07971 483976 (Saltash) 
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BRISTOL VRT MK3 1979 (1) , Gardner engine, ECW, 
only 200 miles since last test, new MoT supplied, very tidy, 
repainted, reliable, £2,0000mo NO VAT ES) Motor 
Coaches 07971 483976 (Saltash) 


1989 Daf MB230 (pp) 
Plaxton Paramount 3500 
53 retrimmed, reclining, belted seats, 
re-panelled last year, very clean, 
well maintained coach with a full 
known history. Mot Dec 04. 
£15,500 + vat ono 


Westercroft Coaches, W. Yorks 
01274 566200 


Due to Owner/Driver retiring, we 
have FOR SALE 
at a knock down price: 

1994 Daf Bova Futura 
49-seater, full exec coach, with air 
con, private plate and all usual refine- 
ments, fully refurbished April 2004, 
new Bova front fitted, MoT April 2005. 
Pictures available on 

r 
£46,500 ono + VAT 
Ring Steve on 07904 322765 
or 01207 544665 


DAF MB200 PLAXTON 1980 , 57 seats, test 11/04, 
£3,950 +VAT 01384 895436 


DAF MB200 PARAMOUNT 3500 1983 53 reciin- 
ing, TV, radio, PA, taxed, £3,500ono +VAT 01594 822110 
or mobile 07810 378619 


Selling a DAF for under £6,000? Then take advantage of our 
PRICE-LESS offer call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


2002 AYATS BRAVO 1 MAN 460 POWER 
semi auto gearbox, Telma, Steered third axle, 75 r/s with belts, drivers door, 
: toilet, multi screen video system, hot water machine, fridge, air 
: conditioning, only 190,000kms, excellent condition! Exterior in white or can be 
painted in your selouts por 1 uy 2005 £185,000 ono + VAT 


2001 AYATS ATLAS MAN 


ith retarder, 53 r/s, belts, centre power door, drivers door, bunk, toilet, 
WV, video, hot water machine, fridge, air conditioning, only 158,000kms. Very 
ood condition, just painted! MoT 16 June 2005 £119,000 ono + VAT 


Finance can be arranged, subject to status. 


Please call 01487 843333 


or 07834 977555/1 for details 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Vehicle Sales 


1998 NOGE CATALAN 
TRI-AXLE MAN 24.400 


chassis, manual gearbox, 16 
seats/10 bunks, rear horseshoe 
lounge, 42” TV & video system, 

240v, hot water machine, 
fridges, kitchen area with 
microwave, toilet, centre door, 
air-conditioning, Landline A/C, 
alloy wheels. MoT 23 June 2005 
£119,000 ono + VAT 


Finance can be 
arranged, subject 
to status. 


Please call 01487 843333 
or 07834 977555/1 for details 


Q Are you advertising in another 
Publication? 


Q Do you know who is seeing your 
advertising? 


Q Are you reaching the widest and 
most comprehensive list of potential 
customers? 


lf you are unsure of the answers 
then contact 


routeONE 


Tel: 0870 241 8745 
Fax: 0870 241 8891 
or e-mail sales @route-one.net 


routeONE 


is more than just another 
magazine... 
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1989 DAF Van Hool SB3000 
49-seater, Toilet/)Washroom, MoT 
May 05 

1988 DAF Van Hool MB230 
53/55-seater, demountable Toilet 
/Washroom, MoT May 05 
1988 DAF Van Hool MB230 
51/55-seater, demountable Toilet 
/Washroom, MoT Aug 05 
1984 DAF Van Hool MB230 
53-seater, MoT Dec 04 


History and in daily use 
Contact: Alun 
Jones Motor Services 
Flint, North Wales 
01352 733292 


£18,750 


£18,000 


£18,000 


£9,500 
All vehicles with Full Service 


DAF MB200 CAETANO ALGARVE 1984 , 53 reclin- 
ing seats, MoT Sept 2005, £5,000 +VAT Moseley in the 
South Ltd 01823 653000 


1999 Ford Transit 15-seater 


Diesel Minibus 
Five speed gearbox, power assisted steering, 
high back seats, cloth interior, heated rear 
windows, three point seat-belting, radio 
cassette, ABS braking, twin airbags, 
driver's seat double armrests, PSVd 
tested to January 2005, one owner vehicle 
£5,900 + VAT 
n@west tors.fsnet.co.uk 
Tel: 020 8502 5742 


FORD R1114 360T PLAXTON SUPREME 1978 
$reg, 53 seater (belted), runs very well, little work needed 
for MOT, interesting number plate, needs tidying and coat 
of paint, £500 NO VAT ESJ Motor Coaches 07971 483976 


‘P’ reg Dennis Javelin Plaxton Premiere 320 
49 recliners plus courier, rear saloon toilet, Jasons drinks machine, new 
Blaupunkt Video and radio PA system, all white with removable vinyls, recent new 
modern mirrors and wheel trims, new tyres, MoT Feb O05, mint condition, low 
mileage, drives superb, only used on quality tours and private hire. 
Smartest Premiere around! 
£43,500 + VAT 
01492 640320 or 07795 347 476 
New vehicle forces reluctant sale 


OPEN TOP BRISTOL VRTSL3 19797, MoT April 2005, 


LDV CONVOY, 1997 16 seater, Three point belts, PSV, 
Tested 29/12/04, Plain white. £3650 +VAT Telephone 
Southend-on-Sea 01702 540456 


LDV CONVOY 13 seats, SWB, 1998, Ford egine and gear- 
box, light to medium, full front accident damage, engine 
ok, repairable otherwise good condition, £1,2500n0 
+VAT 01689 815941 


LDV CONVOY 17 seat minibus, 2000 W reg, 88,000 
miles, 2.5 diesel, high top, one owner, white, s/1/d, p/a/s, 
comes with six months tox and 1 years Mol £4,995 +VAT 
01842 540421 


LDV CONVOY 400, LWB, R reg, 1998, 17 3-point 
seats, hi-roof, side loading door, factory conversion, new test 
£3,300ono +VAT 01656 862505 or 07977 283018 


LDV CONVOY V reg, 17 seats. low roof, factory bus, ford 
engine and gearbox, diesel, low mileage, white, PAS 
£4,500 +VAT 01842 540421 07836 752083 


Selling an LDV for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


LEYLAND LEOPARD PLAXTON 1978, 53 seats, MOT 
May 2005, seat belts, £995 +VAT Titteringtons Penrith 
01768 483228 


LEYLAND TIGER 2.45 DUPLE 1983 , belted, 53 
seats, no MOT, gearbox u/s, good engine, £500 +VAT 
Titteringtons Penrith 01768 483228 


LEYLAND TIGER, SEMI-AUTO 1984, 57 belted retur 
2 months Mol, excellent runt yi 
£2,500o0no +VAT 0121 5071999 or 07951 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON 3200 1985 PP, S/A, 
57 seats, MoT Mar 05, Mk3 front, very fair condition, 
£2,950 +VAT 01865 331249 


LEYLAND TIGER DUPLE MK3 1986 spares or repair 
£2,500 +VAT 01773 719094 or 07960 507009 


MERCEDES VITO 108 CDI 


TRAVEL LINER 


First Registered in December 2000. 
Carries 7 passengers and luggage. 
One owner from new. Full service 
history. Very good condition. 
£7,800 ono + VAT 
Contact Russell on 01179 660392 
Mobile: 07734 569625 


MERCEDES 1991 
709 PLAXTON 
BEAVER BUS 
Manual gearbox, 
24-seats, 9 standees, 
MoT May 2005, 
destination gear 
£3,750 ono + VAT 
01282 611123 


1992 Mercedes 709D 
29-seat Carlyle Service Bus, 
manual gearbox, MoT March 2005, 
plain white £4,500 + VAT 
1989 Mercedes 811D 
26-seat Optare Service Bus, 
Allison Auto, MoT June 2005, 
retrimmed seats, plain white 

£2,750 + VAT 


01286 675175 
(North Wales) 


LEYLAND ATLANTEAN 1981 74 seats new test 
Grayscroft Mablethorpe, have a day at the seaside with an 


1999 Mercedes Benz 512 
s Vario 
avail Excel conversion 


available 1 August, Top Line Travel, 23 Hospital Fields Road, 
York YO10 4EW £3,000 +VAT 01904 655585 


Selling a Double Decker for under £6,000? Then take advan- 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON 3500, 1985 


D/G, rec + belts, MoT to end Oct 04. Inspection fa 


ts 


Atlantean for a souvenir £2,000 +VAT 01507 473236 


tage of our PRICE-LESS offer - 0870 241 8745 for details. 


2 x Duple 425 
Exec fit coaches 88, 53- 
seats, toilet, servery, wired 
video, good Cummins LT 
rear engine, good trim, 
good runners. 


Can test drive - no test. 
York area 


01377 217461 
(owner retiring) 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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Reasonable offers for the 
pair or would sell seperately 


1986 (C) LEYLAND OLYMPIANS 
Gardner engine with fully automatic gearbox, 
ECW 14’4” bodies with 72 seats and 20 standees. 
Choice of 3 supplied with new MoTs. Ready to work. 
£6,950 + VAT each 
Tel: 07793 158 328 (Lancs) 


=> Cox > 


FORD TRANSIT 2.5, N reg, ‘96, semi hi-roof, 1] seats 
or 6 plus wheelchair, non-PSV, MoT Oct 04 £2,6000n0 
+VAT 01656 862505 or 07977 283018 


ae 


IVECO 59.12 DORMOBILE 1992 29 seats, power 
door, racks and boot, MOT June 2005, £5,000 +VAT 
Moseley in the South Ltd 01823 653000 


IVECO 45.10 2.5 DIESEL 1996 16 seat minibus/4 
wheelchairs and 4 seats, full MOT/COIF, 3 point seatbelts, 
electric doors, £4,600 cash price 01924 457962 Mobile: 
07968 222187 


able £4,750 +VAT 01989 720676 (Gloucs) 


LEYLAND LEOPARD SERVICE BUS S reg, MoT 
October 04, has not been used since last test, £9500n0 
+VAT 01495 248793 or mobile 07906 031487 


Selling a Leyland for under £6,000? Then take advantage 
of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - 
call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


LEYLAND TIGER PARAMOUNT 1984, MoT August, 
drive away, £ 1,250 +VAT 01592 713443 or mobile 07768 
530063 Fife, Scotland 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON PARAMOUNT, 
1988, 53 seater, COF, Aug 05, vehicle in daily use - white 
and unmarked, new clutch, £6,950 +VAT 01724 282277 


LEYLAND TIGER TL11 53 seats & co 
Duple 340, 14 months Mol, £4,500 +\ 
or 07977 407856 


MAN 1987 MINICOACH, 32 h/b belted seats, power 
r, exce conditio omical, 12 months 


1, £2,3000no +VAT 0121 50 107951 976137 


MAN SR280 1985, 53 belted seats, MOT Nov 04, excel- 
lent condition, £1,5000n0 +VAT 01946 862091 or 
07884 438217 


MERCEDES 609D, 1988 , 24 new M3 seats with 3 point 
belts, new MoT and tax, good condition £3,000 +VAT 
01639 635502 


MERCEDES 609D 1988, 25 seats, very good condi- 
tion, £1,500 +VAT 01900 812406 


ery 


16 seats, V.G.C, large boot, 
3 point high back seats 
£18,000 ono 
Tel: 01738 628657 


or 
07778 912131 (Mobile) 


1990 Alexander-bodied 
Mercedes 709D 
Power door, 25 service seats, 4 new 
tyres, new rear brake drums and 
brake pipes, recent respray, 
P.S.V.d until April 05, C.O.1.F. 
Excellent little workhorse 
£4,500 ono 
Contact Stanley on 07715 137157 
or 02885 556944 (NI.) 


MERCEDES 811D 1988 33 seater, tested July 2005, in 
exceptional condition for year, recent retrim, new flooring 
etc £9,5000n0 +VAT 01924 477111 07813 112786 


MERCEDES 29 seat with air conditioning luxury coach 
built in Germany air suspension new, this is a super luxury 
midi with everything included, part exchanges welcome 
especially use Cheetah or Mellor new shape 29 to 33 seats, 
best deals in the country available now Blythswood Motors 
0141 221 3165 or evening 0141 6396107 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


X REG LDV CONVOY FACTORY MINIBUS 
LWB, high roof, Side loading door, 17 forward 
facing high back seats with 3 point Intertia 
belts, 2.5 Ford diesel engine & gearbox. Full 
sound system, interior lighting, genuine miles 
from new power steering. . £6,995 


‘adie } 


BRAND NEW MERCEDES CDI LUXURY SPEC 
MINICOACH Fro ry 16 
HB soft trim seats 

rear heater, larg 


system t REAR BOOT SPACE UK 
VEHICLE, 3 YEARS WARRANTY, CONCEPT 
CONVERSION... £28,995 


2000 LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS 

LWB, High roof, SLD, PAS, 17 
forward facing H/B seats with 3 
point inertia belts, interior lighting, 
2.5 Ford Diesel engine and gearbox 
@ Excellent value @ £5,995 


2002 LDV CONVOY, (TURBO 
DIESEL) 17 Seat Factory Minibus, 
LWB, High Roof, SLD, latest spec Ford 
Duratorque, Turbo Diesel engine and 
gearbox, H/B seats, 3 point inertia 
belts, interior lights and full sound 
system £8,995 


routeONE 


Se 


DAVID FISHWICK 


V.-.£9,995 
UXURY MINICOACH 


51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS, LWB Hi roof. SLD, 
17 forward facing high back seats with 
3 point Inertia belts. 2.5 Ford engine + 
gearbox. Full sound system, interior 
ighting. Low miles. Power steering 
£7,995 


seeees WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 


7 


i lh te il 


BRAND NEW LDV EXTRA LWB MAXI LUXURY 
With power door & offside emergency exit @ front entry 
point inertia belts @ panoramic tinted windows @ parce 


Vehicle Sales 


. 


MINICOACH - £26,500 
lowered step @ 17 luxury H/B soft trim seats @ 3 
shelves @ interior reading lights with dim facility 


@ quad vent @ rear heater @ full sound system @ latest spec 90 psi Ford Duro Torque Turbo diesel engine 


@ large boo 


@ Full COIF and 4 years warranty, concept conversion, built and ready to go today 


OLYMPUS CONVERSION LUXURY MINICOAC 
Standard Spec includes: @ PAS @ 16 high back M 


warranty, 


with certificate @ tinted windows @ parcel racks @ quad vent @ rear heater @ front entrance 
with lowered step @ 8 speaker hi-fi @ 4 interior lights with dim facility @ COIF and 4 years 


H BRAND NEW ‘04 - £19,950 
2 seats on tracking @ 3 point inertia belts 


FORMERLY KNOWN AS NORTH WEST VEHICLES LTD. 


2003 LDV, FULL FACTORY SPECIFICATION WHEELCHAIR 
MINICOACH with large power door front entrance an 
all seats on tracking, latest 2.4, 90 psi Turbo diesel dur 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE FACTORY MINIBUSES With underfloor lift, 
16 passenger seats plus driver, 3 point belts, ford engine and gear box, 

LWB Hi Roof tracking for wheelchairs, W reg onward from a price of 
W miles, cut away rear arches, underbody cassette tail lift, full sound 


W ing f ne 
tem £19,950 just £8,995. Ring for full specification 


COC OOH OHO HHHHESOEH HOOT SHEET ESET EESOEEE SESS E SEES OEEEH EE EEEEHE 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Mercedes 709D 
1993 
Plaxton Beaver, 29 
coach seats with 
retractable lap 
belts, MoT March 
2005, power door, 
destination gear 
£11,950 


Mercedes 709D 
1993 
L reg, Dormobile, 
25 bus seats, would 
go to 29 seats, 


£4,950 


Diptac options 


Mercedes 709 - 814 Minibus/coach 
=| 16 - 33 seats / Power Door / Lap + 3 point belts option / 


Mercedes 709D 
1991 
Europa body 
25 highback seats, 
retractable lap belts. 
Fully retrimmed, includ- 
ing new floor and 
centre strip to ceiling, 
Recaro type drivers 
seat 
£9,950 


Mercedes 709D 
1994 
L reg, Alexander, 
19 retrimmed coach 
seats, lap belts, 


Allison automatic, power door, 
power door and painted in white 
destination gear £11,950 


PRICES FROM £125 PER WEEK 


NORTH VALLEY, COLNE BBS ORF 


| : DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES 
|| TEL: 01282 615138/867712 


Mercedes-Benz 614 


1998, 25-seats, large boot, air condi- 
tioning, Radio/cassette/PA, Video/TV, 
white exterior, low mileage, 
MoT Jul 2005. Immaculate condition. 
£20,995.00 + VAT 
020 7481 4088 (London) 


Mercedes Cheetah 
33-seater, reg 2000, taxed, 
MoT Feb ‘05, excellent 
condition, owned from new. 
£46,850 + VAT 
Tel: 01653 690500 


sy 


WE LL CHANGE THE WAY 
YOU THINK ABOUT VANS. 


02, 24-seat Vario 
with crew seat, 
Power door, 
air con, 
all exec spec, 
£33,000 
inclusive of VAT 
00 353 87 2111 441 


Clarkson Coaches 


Mercedes 0404 Automatic Gearbox 
Choice of 2 - 2000 & 2001 


48-seats, full exec, rear floor mounted 


toilet and servery, 3 TV monitors. All 


usual refinements. Excellent condition. 


Long MoTs. One all white, one metal- 
lic blue livery. From £85,950 ono 
Tel: 01977 642385 or 077 66470 992 
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Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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AUTO SERVICE (PONTYPOOL) LTD 


<p>y Family Established Business 1921 pac 


MINI BUS SALES ED 
NEW 
04 Renault Master 15/17 seat minibus, 2.5 litre, 100 BHP 
delivery mileage £15,750.00 
53 (04) LDV Convoy, 17 seat H/R minibus, front entry, plug 
door, delivery mileage, 4 year’s warranty. £18,250.00 
LDV Convoy 90 PS H/R £15,750.00 
LDV Convoy 75 PS H/R .-£15,250.00 
LDV Convoy 75 PS School Spec £17,350.00 
USED 
52(03) LDV Convoy 17 seat H/R 10,800 miles COIF/PSV...£12,495.00 
51(01) LDV Convoy 17 seat H/R 19,212 miles COIF/PSV...£10,250.00 
(02) LDV Convoy 17 seat H/R 32,331 miles Choice PSV....£11,450.00 
(02) Ford Transit 16 seats, M/H/R LWB, twin S/L doors.....£10,750.00 
52(02) LDV Convoy 17 seat H/R 9,900 miles COIF/PSV.....£11,995.00 
Y (01) LDV Convoy 17 seat H/R Front Entry Drop Step. 
31,514 miles COIF/PSV. £11,995.00 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 

51 (01) Citroen Berlingo, Multispace estate, Diesel, 
4 passenger seats + 1 wheelchair, 40,034 miles 
N (96) Iveco 35-10 Devon Conversion Welfare Bus, 15 seats 
with Unwin Tracking, Underfloor chair lift. 69,000 miles £6,495.00 
51 (01) LDV Convoy, Hi Roof wheelchair accessible minibus. 
2.5D, 8 seats or 6 passengers + 2 wheelchairs. 48,000 miles. 
Ricon in board lift £13,995.00 
02 (02) LDV Convoy, Hi Roof whhelchair accessible minibus 
2.5D, 8 seats or 6 passengers + 2 wheelchairs. ricon in board 
lift, 32,000 miles £14,495.00 


The above vehicles are subject to VAT Finance 
and extended warranties are available 
All used vehicles come with 12 months MOT/PSV. We deliver free of charge 


ROCKHILL ROAD, PONTYPOOL, SOUTH WALES, NP4 8AN 
10 minutes Junction 25A of M4 eoresy 
Ring Haydn Skinner o 
Tel: 01495 757111 mobile: O7850 739446 
or visit our website: 
www.-minibus-sales.co.uk 


“THE UK’s No 1 OPTARE DEALER” 
NEW VEHICLES | 


Optare Solera Optare Nouvelle SR 
39/35 seats + 29/33 seats, 
courier, A/C, forced air or 


AIC, reading 
DAS, plag cocky lights, D/G, 
large boot + curtains, PA, 


side lockers large boot 


Optare Bonito 
16 seats, coach . 16 seats, 
built, Mercedes ) coach built, 
413CDi, reclin- f oe 
i i reclining seats, 
ing seats, air a S a 
con, plug door, forced air, 
large boot , plug door, 
os large boot 
_ RING STEVE FOR THE BEST DEAL POSSIBLE 


USED VEHICLES _ 


1991 MERCEDES 609D, 26 seats with power door 

1996 P REG LEYLAND DAF, 16 seats 

1997 R REG MERCEDES 814D, Nouvelle, 29 seats & courier 

1998 S REG MERCEDES 410D, Sprinter 16 seats with coach back end 

1999 V REG MERCEDES 614D Vario, 24 seater 

2000 W REG MERCEDES 814D Vario Plaxton Cheetah, 29 seats.very clean 
2001 51 REG LEYLAND DAF, 16 seats, forced air, reading lights 

2001 Y REG OPARE SORROC 0, 16 seats, coach built, 413 cdi, sprinter 


Contact: Seeve Peach 


Tel: 01302 770863 


Mobile: 07836 551020 Fax: 01302 771666 


VehicleSource 


www.vehiclesource.com Fe. — LTD 
= 
= 


VehicleSource Ltd, Court Road Ind Est, Llantarnam Cwmbran, NP44 3AS 


| 15 & 17 seat - e/w, e/mirr, COIF/PSV 4yr Warranty COIF/PSV 

| 17 Seat 125ps, in white £19,995 17 Seat 75ps, from £14,500 
| 15 Seat front air/con & rear heat £17,495 17 Seat 90ps, from £14,995 
| 9 Seat Tourneo from £14,995 ae CABSEEE 


New Fiat Dakota W/A £17,500 
03 Ford Transit 17 seat 90 & 12Sps 2.4TD in white choice of 5, low mileage from £17,000 
52 Ford Transit 17 seat 125ps 2.4TD, TACO 44km high back seats, white, COIF/PSV £16,995 
02 Ford Transit 15 seat 90ps 2.4TD. high back seats, white,32,000 miles, COIF/PSV £12,995 
All the above Ford minibuses come with remainder of manufacturers warranty 
T99 Ford Transit 15 seat 2.5 diesel in white, high back seats, COIF/PSV £6,995 


04 Renault Master 17 seat 2.5D 100 bhp, Lwb, PAS, E/W, C/D, HRW High back seats, 
| 3 point seat belts, in white, COIF/PSV, delivery miles £16,995 


03 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td in white, high roof, 9,000mls only SLD, COIF/PSV £12,995 
| 51 Citroen Relay Lwb 2.8td 15 high back seats, 38,000 miles, white COIF/PSV £10,495 
51 01 Ford Transit 15 seat 2.4td Iwb, high back seats, 42,000 miles, white COIF/PSV £12,500 
Y01 LDV Convoy 17 seat low roof, high back seats, Tacho, 55km, white COIF/PSV £7,995 
| X00 Ford Tourneo 8 seat 2.5 diesel E/W, E/M, Alloys, 42,000 miles, FSH white £9,995 
Y00 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5d, white, hi roof SLD,PAS,ABS, 43,000 miles COIF/PSV £7,995 
$98 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5Td Hi roof, lwb, SLD,PAS, 78,000 miles in white COIF/PSV 


£6,500 
$98 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5d high roof,lwb SLD, PAS, 110,000 miles, COIF/PSV £5,995 
P97 Iveco 19 seat Front entry, drop step, power door, high back seats, COIF/PSV £8,895 


04 LDV Convoy 2.4 td17 seat tracking for two wheelchairs, lift, ABS,PAS delivery miles£20,495 
| 01X Renault Master 2.5 9 seat tracking x 2 w/chairs, lowering suspension ramp, blue £14,500 
V99 Mercedes 412d 16 seat UVG Trecka Automatic, Power door, Air Con, Taco, 
| Reversing video system, Ricon tail lift, high back seats, 3 point belts, white, COIF/PSV £26,500 
R98 Ford Transit 2.5TD Lwb Hi Roof, PLS lift r/heating,E/M,.PAS,68,000 miles,blue £7,995 
M95 Ford Transit 2.5d 15 seat, Front entry, drop step tracking x 4 w/chairs, PLS lift £6,895 
All vehicles subject to VAT @ 17.5%. 
Low Rate Finance available - example quotes and more details on our website 
. Certain new vehicles come pre-registered, details upon request. 
All used vehicles come with 12 Months Mot/PSV & 12 Months RAC Warranty. 
Terms and Conditions apply. We deliver nationwide. 
Full current stock list and photographs on www.vehiclesource.com 
Tel: Graham Thatcher on 
Sales: 01633 860066 & Mobile: 07739 588180 


) WESTERN 
y COMMERCIAL 


311 SPRINTER TRAVELINER FACTORY. BUILT, 17 high back seats 
814 PLAXTON BEAVER, 2 plus 33 coach seats). +D belts, Bus 
Chassis bus body, DDA dual purpose, service spec. boot and luggage 
racks, 4 weeks 

814 PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 coach seats, RL&B, radio/ PA, full coach 
spec. 

614 MERCEDES RL&B, 24 seats; power door, deep boot, curtains 


USED 


2001 (P/P) MERCEDES 412, 16 seater 
2000 (W) PLAXTON. CHEETAH, 33 seats, deep boot, curtains 
1996 (N) MERCEDES 711,.29-seats, Mellor body, coach built & spec. 


MELFORD ROAD, RIGHEAD IND. EST., 
BELLS HILL, LANARKSHIRE 


CONTACT JOHN LEITCH on 01698 498999 
or EVENINGS 01357 521888 


MERCEDES 814 welfare bus, one owner, 1992Jreg, 4.01 MERCEDES DUBRAVA COACH 1989, 49 seats, toilet, 
diesel, 12 seats but will take 26, c/w ricon wheelchair lift, | 0M-422 engine,airdoor mechanism renewed, private plate, 
p/a/s, all seats on tracking, £5,995 +VAT 01842 540421 _being prepared for Mol, £3,500 +VAT 01903 261554 


BD 5 ses: 2004 routeONE PRICE-LESS = ring 0870 24! 8745 for details 


MERCEDES 408D 6 reg 15 seat, recent new engine, side 
skirts, 3 points on hi-back seats, superb runner, pulls like a 
sprinter, taxed and tested, ready to work £1,900 +VAT 
01253 825498 or 07958 232404 


MERCEDES SPRINTER 413 CDI, 16 seater, 2001 Y reg, 
forced air, reading lights, very clean vehicle, £21,950 +VAT 
07799 601222 


MERCEDES VITO TRAVELINER 9 seater beautiful 
design, finish and performance available now in 88 BHP/109 
BHP/150 BHP long or extra long wheelbase, quick release 
seats, luggage space, factory built, 6 speed gearbox, 3 years 
warranty, 4 doors and tailgate or 6 & rear door, CD! engine 
giving over 50 MPG, can take up to 2 wheelchairs, immedi- 
ate delivery from £16,500 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 
2213165 or evening 0141 6396107 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609, 23-seater with belts, MoT April 
05 £2,900omo0 +VAT 01656 862505 or 07977 283018 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609, 24-seater, inertia belts, hi-back 
seats, 12 months MoT, taxed, good cond £2,900 +VAT 01384 
401626 or 07977 015930 


Selling a Mercedes-Benz for under £6,000? Then take advan- 
tage of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE 
- call 0870 241 8745 for details. £ +VAT 


Ford Transit Minibus 1998 
S reg, full 3 point seatbelts, ABS 
brakes, PAS, 2.5 diesel, 

1 full year’s MoT, 17-seats 

£5,750 + VAT 
Ford Transit Minibus 
S reg, ABS brakes, PAS, 2.5 
diesel, 1 year’s PSV MoT 
£5,750 + VAT 
Tel: 01255 224477 or 
07909 960588 


51 2001 LDV Convoy, 16-seater 
factory minibus, 32,000 miles, in 


white, H/R, COIF, MoT’d Feb/05, 
Ford 2.5 engine + box, good condi- 
tion..£6,500 

Y 2001 LDV Convoy, 16-seat factory 
minibus, 19,000 miles, in white, H/R, 
COIF, 12 months MoT, Ford 2.5 
engine + box, excellent condition, 


X 2000 LDV Convoy, 
minibus, 48,000 miles, in blue, H/R, 
COIF, MoT’d May 2005, good condi- 
Ll) RnrerRenpny te tren Som) aca neen nen £5,600 
All + VAT 
Tel: Pete 01908 640666 
(Milton Keynes) 


FORD TRANSIT DIESEL, 12 seater minibus, 1999 T reg, 
power steering, high back seats, three point seatbelting 
£4,950 +VAT 020 8502 5742 


FORD TRANSIT DIESEL, 15 seater minibus, 1998 S reg, 
70,000, service history, high back seats, three point seat- 
belting, direct from MOD £5,500 +VAT 020 8502 5742 


FORD IVECO DAILY 59/12, 24 seater, L reg 94, in 
white, power doors, hi-back cloth seats, on tracking all with 
inertia belts, COIF, three months test, very reliable, £3,000 
+VAT 07799 442219 Staffordshire 


FORD TRANSIT 1987 low roof, 15 seats diesel with 5 speed 
gearbox, taxed, MoT 31 August 2004, £650 +VAT 01202 
490333 (Dorset) 


FORD TRANSIT 2.5TD 15 seater N95 120,000 miles 
PSVd Nov 04, mint condition, towbar rear heated screens sell- 
ing due to fleet upgrade £3,295 o.v.n.o. +VAT 01443 
433930 


TRANSIT DIESEL G reg 12 seat with hide away tail lift 
PSV MoT Nov 04 £1,400ono0 +VAT 01495 248793 or 
mobile 07906 031487 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


routeONE 


LDV 400 194 17 seater, PSVd Dec 04, Al condition for year 
new engine rebuild by DAFs, too many new parts to list, ideal 
for contracts and night work, £1,295 o.v.n.0. +VAT 01443 
433930 


LDV 400 Wheelchair bus underfoot lift 1995 M reg, not the 
best body but reliable, COIF & PSV tested, £ 1,7500no +VAT 
016) 4569404 


LDV CONVOY 17 seater hi-roof factory minibus 1995 N 
Reg, PSV and COIF tested body damage n/s £1,3750no 
+VAT 0161 4569404 


LDV CONVOY 17 seater hi-roof factory minibus P reg PSV 
and COIF good reliable vehicle surplus to requirements 
£2,0000no0 VAT 0161 4569404 


LDV CONVOY, 17 str, R98, 12 months PSV, 1 previous 
owner, rear non slip floor (no carpet), new towbar euroliners, 
drives like new transit running gear 102,000 miles, £4,295 
o.v.n.o. *VAT 0800 8497140 


MCW 1988 28 seats with boot, taxed, MOT November 2004, 
coach seats, lap belts, £2,950 +VAT 01202 490333 (Dorset) 


MERCEDES 609 wheelchair bus underfoot lift 12 months 
MoT 1994 M reg seated 8, will take 20 spare for 8 wheelchairs 
£5,000ono +VAT 0161 4569404 


OPTARE METRORIDER 199] J, 29 seats, MoT to Dec 04, 
in daily use, excellent condition, £ 1,5000no +VAT Tel Craig 
on 01423 339600 


Selling a Minibus for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


VOLKSWAGEN LT 25-seater, Ford Transit engine, Optare, 
T&T £1,0000n0 no VAT 01248 724678 


ea | 


NEOPLAN CITYLINER (DAF 11.6) 1984 51 reclin- 
ing seats, £4,000 +VAT Moseley in the South Ltd 01823 
653000 


Neoplan Cityliner 
Mercedes V8 Tri Axle 


48-seats, choice of 2,1993,1996, both taxed 
and tested, fully executive 2 TV monitors, 
kitchen & table, private plates, 
8-speed manual, well maintained 
£100,000 the pair 
or will split £ Offers 
Tel: 07885 482007 
BHC Coaches 


RENAULT MASTER PETROL 1986 , 33,137 miles only, 
9 belted coach seats, tall lift. MoT 12/9/04. Space needed. 
Ideal spare vehicle £450 No VAT 01702 540456 


RENAULT MASTER 1992 16 seats, MOT Oct 2004, 
£1,000 +VAT Moseley in the South Ltd 01823 653000 


Vehicle Sales 


Approved 
Converters for 
A Holloway 
Conversions Ltd Commercials 


Unit 5, Century Close, Kirk Sandall Ind Est, Doncaster DN3 1TR. 
Tel: 01302 888811 Fax: 01302 888900 


Builders of luxury & Wheelchair friendly 
vehicles up to 24 seats 


FOR SALE 
MERCEDES 413 CDi 
16 Luxury reclining seats, extended coach rear, air 
conditioning, full body kit.COIF, READY TO GO 
EX DEMO-VW T5 LWB 2.5 TDi 130 PS 
Metallic silver, 9 Luxury seats, 1 wheelchair, full 
electric pack, READY FOR WORK 


For a quotation on any make of vehicle 
please contact: 
Peter Vernon Shelley McQuade 
01302 888811 or 01302 888811 or 
0776 9705352 0776 9705350 


Email: sales@excelconversions.co.uk 
www.excelconversions.co.uk 


1996 Neoplan 
Transliner GX290 
48 reclining seats, 
TV, video, toilet, 
drinks machine, 
air-conditioning. 
Sold with 12 months MoT 
MUST GO - New vehicle imminent 


£45,000 ovno 


possible part exchange taken 
Contact: 
Global Travel, Rugeley 


01889 801900 


W reg (Feb 2000) 
Optare Solo 
8.5m, full width, 
low floor, citybus, 
27 integral seats, 
belted + wheel- 
chair access, 
Mercedes Benz 
telma, electric 
destination gear, 
choices 
Contact 
Dave Witte 
Bebb Travel 
01443 215137 


Oct 2000 Solera 2 
Euro 3 Atego 


Low emmisions engine, low road tax 
£165 per annum, 229,000km from 
new. 39 rec + courier, radio cassette, 
video, monitor, AC, double glazed. 
Euro Liners fitted etc, 6 new tyres. 
Tested and taxed March 05. 
£58,500 ono 
Tel: 01786 814319 Mob: 07831 637985 


Selling an Optare for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 
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routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


Optare Excel SLF 
Aug 96 (P),excellent condition, 
£38,000 + VAT + tyres each 
long tests, Choice of 10 
Tel: G. Howle, 
Birmingham Coach Co Ltd 
07768 798526 


SCANIA K93 K112 JONCKHEERE P599 1986 , 
49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, £6,000 +VAT 


Moseley in the South Ltd 01823 653000 


1989 Scania Van Hool Alizee 

49/53-seater, 

centre sunken toilet, 

fridge, water boiler, webasto, 

MoT Jan 05, 

£21,000 
Phone Ken on 01728 830414 
or 07887 898425 


Selling a Scania for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 


0870 241 8745 for details. 


TR 6I47 


Charlie the Charabanc 
25-seater Coach, PSV 
MoT 12 months £17,000 + VAT 
Call Alan : 07956 631261 
or London Duck Tours on 
0207 401 8542 


N Reg B10M Mké4 Premiere 350 
49 recliners, N/S/R floor toilet.Retractable 


belts.New TV/Video/Radio/CD/Mic. Curtains, 
carpets, double glazing. ZF fully auto G/box. 


(New E.C.U.). complete new interior refur- 
bishment. Resprayed in 2K unwritten white 
Blank rear screen, aircraft rack lockers. 
Tested till 2005. Ready to work, excellent 
condition. £53,000 + VAT ono 
Tel: 020 8571 3805 or 020 8574 8764 
Mobile: 07957 144922 
E-mail photos available on request 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


34 5 August 2004 routeONE 


P.P. (89) Van Hool Volvo 
B10M, 55-str, retrimmed b 
Magic, c/s, tv/vgc 
£25,995 ovno 
96 (N) Plaxton Premier B10M, 49 
str, Exec, white, VGC, tv, drinks, etc. 
£41,995 ovno 


L (93) Jonckheere Deauville B10M, 
49 exec, white, vgc 


£35,995 ovno 
P.P (87) Plaxton Paramount B10M, 
49/53 retrimmed seats, long MoT, 
vgc, £11,995 ovno 
1984 (A) Plaxton Paramount B10M, 
57 seater, long MoT, plain white, 


VGC £9,995 ono 
1991 Plaxton Paramount B10M 
Auto, 55 str, £19,995 ono 
All prices subject to VAT 
Finance available subject to status 


Contact Andy 
07773 785143 


VOLVO 1979, taxed and MoTd, good condition, £1,500 
+VAT 01639 635502 


VOLVO B58 PLAXTON VIEWMASTER 1982 B58 
Supreme V, Semi-auto, Just out of MoT, Just out of service, 53 
nearly new seatbelted seats, New tyres, spares or repair 
£750 +VAT 01726 64961 


VOLVO BIOM PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 1983 , 
Tim, 53 seat, grant doors, MoT April 05, very reliable, 
£5,000 +VAT 01271 863819 (North Devon) 


Selling a Volvo for under £6,000? Then take advantage of our 
offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 0870 
241 8745 for details. 


VOLVO (SPARES) 2 x Volvo B58 engines | x semi auto 
gearbox 01885 483219 


funcuassiries 


DENNIS DOMINATORS 1985 with Northern Counties 
body single door 75 seats plus 5 standees superb condition 
Voith full auto and special Kirkstall axle, air suspension includ- 
ing all tyres, drive away at £5,995 - great machines 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or evening 0141 6396107 


MCW DOUBLE DECK 1982 72 seats, trested including 
tyres and test £2,500 plus LEYLAND OLYMPIANS from 
£4,000, TITANS from £2,500 all tested and with tyres 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or evening 0141 6396107 


Selling a Vehicle for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


LZIRIZAR 


All Irizar glass 
and spares 


-ar-style 


Service Buses for sale 
due to on-going fleet replacement 


1x F Reg 1989 Leyland Tiger 
11m, Duple 300, Semi Auto, 
55 seats + 23 standing. 
Tested until June 05. 
£6750 


4x J Reg 1992 Dennis Lances, 

Alexander PS bodies, single door, 
47 seats + 21 standing, 
Cummins 8 litre engines, 

ZF Auto boxes, various long tests. 

£16000 each. 


3x H Reg 1991 Leyland 
Olympians, 
Leyland bodies, Normal Height, 
Single door, 78 seats + 17 standing, 
ZF auto, 
June, July & August 05 tests. 
£19950 each. 


2x G Reg 1990 Leyland Olympians, Alexander RH bodies, Low Height, Single 
door, 77 seats + 10 standing, ZF auto, Tachos, Will have new test or price 
reduced for August/September 04 tests. £19950 each 
1x H Reg 1991 Dennis Javelin, Duple 300 body, 55 seats + 20 standing, ZF 
Auto, tested to February 2005 £10750 
1x PP 1994/1982 Leyland Tiger 11m East Lancs Rebody. Semi Auto, 51 seats + 
16 standing. Will have new test or price reduced for end July 04 test. £6750 
All prices plus VAT and Tyres at cost. 


Contact Andrew on 07919 492487 or 
Roger on 01204 386917 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


PTARE 


A choice of three identical pre-owned 10.7 metre Excel 
vehicles in excellent condition and at an attractive price. 


New 12 month MOT. 


38 individual seats with lap and diagonal inertia reel 


seat-belts. 


Low floor, wheelchair accessible. 


Cummins B Series 160bhp engine with Allison 


automatic gearbox and integral retarder. 


One owner from new. First registered December 1999. 


Painted all over white. 


Optare Group Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds, LS15 8SU. 
Tel: 0113 264 5182, Fax:0113 260 6635, E-Mail: bussales@optare.com 


1175 ARGYLE STREET 
GLASGOW G3 8TQ 


www.BLYTHSWOODMOTORS.co.uk 


TEL. 0141 221 3165 FAX. 0141 221 3172 
EVENING 0141 639 6107 
EMAIL : BLYTHSWOODMOTORS@AOL.COM 


is = al” 


Darts Available in 8.8 m or 10.7 m with 

Upgraded Seats & Belts, Latest in Stock Full Luxury Spec, 3 Point Belts, ZF 
With Cummins Engine, Forced Air Gearbox, Telma, Power Door, Reading 
Heating, Wheeichair Ramp Lights, Forced Air Vent, Doing 22 MPG 


2004 Mini Dart. .ONLY 6500 miles Also available 23 Seats, 6 W/Chairs, 
2000 Mini Dart ........Excellent Condition Side Lift and a Boot, 1 
1998 Mini Dart SLF 26+21 Seats Mercedes Sprinter 1996 with 16 Seat 
1998 10.7 Dart 43+19 Seat under New Mercedes Wheelchair up to 10 
100000 miles Wheelchairs 
Choice of 10,1 SLF Plaxton 1997 New Mercedes Cheetah 33 Seat, Full 
Coach Spec 
New Mercedes 24 Seat High Spec, 
Power Door 


With 16 Seats plus 16 Coach Spec 
Full 
Range Available Now and with W/Chair 
Access for up to 2 


Super Luxury Specification, Available 


Manual! or Auto on Spring Suspension, - In stock 
also 2 only Beaver plus DDA Compliant Coach Back End Large Boot or No 
with Electric Step Boot all Forced Air Vent, Electric 


Wind llable 3 week: 
Huge Selection of Used Avaliable VCoW® (avaliable 3 weeks) 


1993 to present day, choice of et 


DDA Compliant, Dual Purpose with 
33 Highback Seats with 3 Point Belts, 
Luggage Racks, Boot, Telma. 
Kneeling, Auto or Manual! - In Stock 


Manual or Auto, DDA Compliant 
Non Air Suspension, if required 


seating capacities and bodies 
Call Now for Full List 


from 
£14995.00 with 
4 Years Warranty 
16 Seats LWB Wheelchair Front Entry 


16 Seats LWB Service or Coach Seats, 

Power Glider Door, Destination, Stock 

Mellor & Plaxton Available, Full Coach Eactory 15 Seat, Luggage... 17500.00 
Front Entry 16 Seat, 


Spec, Manual, Telma, Large Boot, Luggage, LWB 
Power Door, PA System, Double New Silver LWB 16 Seat Power Plug Door 
Glazed, Forced Air Vent, Reading Light, 
Doing 20 MPG 4 
33 Seat Full 
Coach Spec Now In..,......:.+, £55000.00 
33 Seat 
33 Seat Coach Ford Transit 17 Seat with COIF, 
33 Seat Coach Electric Windows, Air Con, Luxury 
33 Seat Eord Transit 15 Seat with COIF 


33 Seat Eord Tourneo 9 Seat 8 Seat + Driver 


Coach Specification Transit 1999 14 Hiback Seats, PSV 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry. 


Only £ 9999.99 + VAT 


With 12 Seats with Electric Windows 
Roof Rack, 2.7 Diesel, Air Con Front & 
Rear, Metallic Paint, Tints, Side Loading 
Door, 3 Years Warranty 


Available in Long & Extra Long 
88 BHP / 109 BHP / 150 BHP, Luggage 
Space, Factory Built, Quick Release 
Seats & reversible, 6 Speed Gearbox, 3 
Years Warranty, 4 Doors & Tailgate or 6 
& Rear Door, CDI Engine giving over 50 
MPG, can take up to 2 Wheelchairs 
immediate Delivery 

From £ 16500.00 plus VAT 


sx Special Offer 


Luxury LDV Long Wheelbase with 
16 Luxury Seating plus the Driver 
Panoramic Windows, Some Power 
Plug, Some Folding Door. 
Destination and Low Step, Front 
Entry, What a Selection In Stock 
From £ 14995.00 
With 4 Years Warranty 


< 

1995 will take up to Six Horses, 

Full Kitchen & Sleeping Facilities 
CCTV, Shower & TV 


Please call and Try 


Plaxton 33 
High Back Seats, Manual & Turbo, 
Retrimmed and Repannelled 
Mercedes $14D 1996 Plaxton 33 
Highback Seats, Boot 
Plaxton 27+12 
Seat, New Telma 
Mercedes 814D 1998 Plaxton 27+12 
Seats, Tela, Manual - Choice of 5 
Marshall 33+8 
or 31+9 Upgraded Seats, Manual, 
Telma Choice Available 
Mercedes 814D 2000 24 Highback 
Seats, Forced Air, Reading Lights 
Plaxton 31+11 or 
33+6 Seats, Auto, Telma - Choice 
Mercedes 814D 2002 24 Highback 
Seats, Telma, Belts, Forced Air, Boot, 
Reading Lights, Only 50K 
1990 
Coachbuilt with 25 Seats, Power Door, 
Large Boot, Low Mileage........£ 6000.00 
29 Seats, 
Power Door, Boot, L/Mileage£12000.00 


Plaxton, New Telma, 23+8 Upgraded 
Seats, Belts 


Plaxton 31 or 33+ Highback Seats, 
Air Suspension, Belts, Telma, Tacho 


Mercedes 814D 1998 Qual Purpose 
Marshall, 27+8 Semi High Seats, Telma 
Destination - Choice of 2 


Mercedes 814D 1998 Dual Purpose 
Mellor, 29+6 Upgraded Seats, Choice 


Europa, Turbo, 31+6 Semi High Coach 
Seats, Diptac Poles, Belts, Power Door 
Mercedes 811D 1992 33+9 Seats 
Mercedes 813D 1993 Plaxton 33+10 
Seat, Auto 


Turbo, 25 High Spec, Coach, Power 
Door, Large Boot 
Mere Sprinter 1996 15/3 Wheelchairs 
Mercedes 709D 1993 29+7 Seats 
Mercedes 709D 1995 Alexander 
33+13 Seat, Auto 
Mercedes 709D 1992 Plaxton 25+8 
Seats, Auto 
Mercedes 609D- 614D Coach Spec 
1996 - 1998 24 Highback Seats, Belts, 
Power Door, Boot, all Tested 
lveco Marshall 1995 & 1998 19+15 
Standees or 26+6, Destin, Power Door 
Metrorider 1992 31+8 Standees, Auto, 
Teima, Above average 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


1967 Routemaster 


Park Royal Body, Open 
, Platform, Tyres, Cummins 
Seed Auto, Refurbished - Stock 
Choice Available 
Height 14 ft 6 


1982 MCW Metrobus 


76 Seats, Alexander 
Fully Auto, Choice 


Service Spec, Power Door, Destination 
16 Seat LWB 
Front Entry, Luggage Area 


In Stock 76 Seats, 
Cheetahs and Mellor Auto, Height 14 ft 6 - £ 1900.00 
33 Coach 1981 Metrobus 


Mercedes $14 Beaver Pius 
Seats, Belts, Luggage Racks, Boot Choice of 5 with Gardner 


Engine and one 1985 ail 
Tested, Tyres included 


1985 Volvo B10 TMT 


Twin Deck, 64 Seater, Coach Spec 


1998 Plaxton Executive Premier 
48 Seats, Air Con etc, Low Mileage 


1998 Neopian Cummins. 
49/53 Seats, Air Con, Full Spec, Fridge, 
Toilet, Only 275K 


1990 Scania 
49 Seats, Air Con 
80 Seats, Single Door 
53 Hiback Seats, 6 ZF, Belts..£ 900.00 In Stock 
1987 Setra Kassbohrer 1988 Volvo City 
35 Recliners, Demountable Toilet, TV, Bus 


Fridge, Boiler, Full Spec 
85 Seat, Auto, ELCB, 

51 Highback Seats, 6 Speed, Reading Single & Double Door, Tyres, Tested 

Lights, Forced Air.........csserees £5000.00 Choice Available Height 15 ft 


See 1985 Dennis 
49/53 Highback, Telma, Fridge, 
Reading Lights, Forced Air.....£ 7000.00 Dominator 


75 Seat, Voith Auto, 
Kirkstall Axle, Air Suspension, Northern 
Counties, Single Door, Tyres, Tested, 

New SLF Dennis Dart 8.8&10,7m Gardner - Height 14 ft 6 

29+17 / 23+14 / 26+17 Service Seats, 1986-89 Leyland Lion 

Teima, Auto, Wheelchair Ramp 


New Alexander Mini Dart with Belts Seating Choice of 84, 85, 
2004 Mini Dart only 6500 mites 86 with ELC Body, Turbo, 
16 Seat ZF Auto, Single & Twin 


5 Wheelchairs, Luxury Specification 
New Mercedes Vito 9 Seats will take 
up to 2 Wheelchairs 

32 Coach Seats. 
10 WIC, Tail Lift, Flat Floor 


23 Coach Seat, 
Large Boot, Side Lift 


Highback Seats, Air Con, Allison Auto, 


Wheelchair, Star Rider - Luxury Vehicle 


1985 Renault Dodge 38 Seats on 
Tracking, Perkins Engine, Wheelchair, 
Very Low Mileage, ex W/D 
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Door, High Speed Diff plus 9 Standees 


Choice Available - Height 15 ft 
1983-88 Leyland 
Olympian 


72 - 77 Seats Available, Some Low 
D 29 Bridge, Tyres Included, Gardener Auto 


Height - 13'8 to 14'6 ft 
1982-83 Leyland 
Titan 


76 Seats, Single Door, Tyres, Tested 
Choice Available from £ 2000.00 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 
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>) HOLT 


BUS & COACH SPECIALISTS 


YOU TRIED THE REST, 
NOW COME TO THE BEST 


BRAND 
NEW BMC 
SCHOOL BUS 


60-seaters, Cummins Euro III 
engine, Allison auto gearbox, 
in yellow. Immediated 


FANCY A NEW VEHICLE? 
- THERE HAS NEVER BEEN AB 


BRAND 
NEW BMC 
PROBUS 


Fitted with courier seat, 
PA system, Cummins Euro 
Ill, 6 speed manual gear- 
box or 5 speed auto, ferry 


lift, air con, radio cassette, DVD, TV and video, tinted glass, wheel 
trims all at no extra cost. Unbeatable Deals to be had - Manual 
in stock 


MINICOACHES 


1990 Mercedes 709, 20-seater dual 
purpose, seat belted, Power door, 12 
months test £4,500 


J Metrorider, 29-seater, dual purpose, coach seats £4,500 
L Mercedes 709 Minicoach, 25-seater, dual purpose, 


coach seats, 2 point belts, 12 months test, plain white £9,750 


COACHES 


DAF Caetano Algarve, 53 
seats, DAF rolling stock, large 
engine, white, manual 
£40,995 £7,995 


DENNIS DART 28 seater, standard floor service bus, for more details call us. 


Tel: 01204 650999 Fax: 01204 665300 Mobile: 07970 681096 


Email: bevholt@bdholt.co.uk www.bdholt.co.uk 
Cuthbert Street Garage, Bolton BL3 3SD 


delivery. Ring for details! 


4 BRAND NEW BMC FALCON SERVICE BUS 
_ 40 seats, 26 standee’s, wheelchair facility, lowering suspension, 


built in wheelchair ramp, Cummins Euro III engine, Voith gear- 
box, Rockwell axle compliant to DDA regulations. July delivery 


KING LONG 
KING LONG 6127 


Fully fitted with extra's as 
STANDARD. 3xTV's, DVD. radio / | 
CD player, half leather trim 
drinks machine, fridge, Pa 
system, air con, complete with 
350 Cummins Euro III engine, 
ZF gearbox, ZF axle 

GREAT VALUE FOR MONEY - NEED TO KNOW MORE, JUST CALL 


Mercedes 814 Vario 1998, large stiéé¥ign, fully tested, 25/27 seaters 


1992/93/94 Dennis Darts J Reg through to L Reg, seating capacity from 28-40, 
some East Lancs, but mainly Plaxton and Wrights 


1992-1994 from various operators, 
seating capacity from 28-34 


1 x Dennis Dart 40 seater 
Wrights body with 2 point belts, 
ideal school/ service bus, 12 months 
test, painted, rare beast 


1994 Dennis Dart, East Lancs body, 34 seats, 
fully painted in red, full seat retrim and test 


1995 x2 Iveco 59.12, 18 seaters, 
painted, can upgrade to 27 seats 


Competitive finance arranged, low deposit, 
up to 7 year terms on new vehicles, finance 
arranged on used vehicles all competitive 
rates - subject to status 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


MidWest 


Cheltenham Ltd 


HANSAR 


ror more F LE XIBLE 
BUS an COACH 


FINANCE 


Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame. 


Immediate delivery, interior Blue or Burgandy. 


New Vehicles Delivery 


Mercedes 614 ONYX, 24 seats, p/door, Luggage Racks & Boot, Immediate 
Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door, boot racks, September 
Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame, Immediate 
Mercedes 814 MWM29, as above but with Air-Con, Immediate 


Quality Prepared Pre-Owned 
2001(Y) Mercedes Solera, 26 leather seats, huge luggage space & full executive 
specification including Air-Con 
2000 (W) Mercedes Cymric, 33 coach seats 
2000 (X) Mercedes 311, 16 seats new conversion 
1999 (V) Iveco Daily 35-10, 16 coach seats with power door 
1998 (R) Mercedes 814 Nouvelle 1, 29 plus courier 
1994 (M) Mercedes 609, Onyx 24 seats with power door 
1993 (K) Mercedes 811 Starider, 29 coach seats & power door 


www.bussales.co.uk 


For all enquiries call Hansar on 0161 488 4000 HANSAR 
All finance is subject to status and only available to persons aged 18 

or over. Business users only, Hansar Finance Limited, a FINANCE 
House, Mellor Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 SAU. LIMITED 


55 SEAT VIAGGIO 350 WITH A/C 
MAN 18.310 AUTO 


57 SEAT VIAGGIO 330 
MAN 18.310 AUTO 


N784 ORY - Dennis Javelin GX 
Caetano Algarve Il 
70 SEAT - MOT Nov. 04 - £69,500 


P4 HWD - Dennis Javelin 
Plaxton Premiere 320 
68 SEAT - MOT May 05 - £79,500 


57 SEAT VIAGGIO 330 (3+2 MTB SEATS) 
MAN 18.310 AUTO (Choice of 4) 


T706 SUT - Dennis Javelin 
Caetano Cutlass 
69 SEAT - MOT Sept. 04 - £79,500 


37 SEAT VIAGGIO 330 WITH A/C 
MAN 13.220 AUTO 


55 SEAT VIAGGIO 350 
WHEELCHAIR LIFT MAN 18.360 AUTO 


57 SEAT VIAGGIO 330 
MAN 18.310 AUTO 


55 SEAT VIAGGIO 350 WITH A/C 
VDL SB4000 PF 


R3 HWD - Dennis Javelin 
Caetano Algarve 
70 SEAT - MOT Sept. 04 - £87,500 
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PF04 SYJ - MAN 18.310 ZF Auto 
Marcopolo Viaggio 330 
70 SEAT - MOT Jun 05 


Por] For further details or a full stock list please visit our website at www.basecoachsales.co.uk or contact eeu 
Mareopolo ‘Head Office: lan Hall 01254 685599 OR Southern England: Steve Swain 01342 718890 a 
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Neoplan Skyliner 
1989, 


77 seats from our own fleet, 
Plain white exterior, 
Power front door, 
tested May 05 


Price reduced £32,995 


Will take 57 seat automatic in part exchange 


Darts Darts Darts 
Quantity of quality Dennis Dart/Plaxton pointers 35 
Seaters J and K Reg all tested and ready to go. 
Amazing value 


£10,995 each 


Metrobuses 


Huge selection of V - C Reg Metrobuses 
mainly ex-London service dual door. 
One W reg single door in excellent 

condition 
All tested and ready to go 


From £2,750 each. 


8 x 1986 London Spec 
C & D Reg Olympians 
Gardner engines, semi-low height 
14'2, excellent condition. Registered 
5 1986 single door conversions, 72 seats 


Order now for September school 
contracts. Supplied with 


new test and tyres 


1 ONLY, 

Single door Titan, 1981 
good conversion, 
Supplied with New Test 
£4,250 


Volvo B58 Double Decker Coach 
66 seats, massive luggage compart- 
ment re-bodied 1990 


Will be supplied with new 
test £8,250 


Engines and Boxes 


AA 
> oad 
Oe 


Tiger Semi auto box Pnuemocyclic £400 
VR semi auto gearbox £350 
Volth Gearbox Metrobus £450 
ZF 6 speed gearbox £400 
Gardner 6L X B ex National £995 


Ring our engineering number 07909 788980 


Mercedes 412 Twin Wheel, 
16 seat PSV with auto gearbox, 12 
months PSV test and COIF 
underfloor lift, new respray, 

any trial £9,750 


machine. also has TRN and rollers in front 
too, MoT June 29 2005 £14,950+VAT come. Suitable for so many different 
including monitor, DVD and drinks machine ‘work. Tes t d 


wfc 


a 
1995 (M) Mercedes 609D 
Manual, 16 seater PSV with space for 
6 wheelchairs, PLS cassette type lift, MoT 
till June 2005, Power door, heater, 3 point 


BMC Falcon 1985 Bedford YMPS 
40 seater, cummins engine, Pjaxton Paramount Il 
with auto immediate delivery 35 retrimmed seats, seatbelts, 


tinted windows, power door, 
MoT 5/05 £3,995 + VAT 


1987 Mercedes 609D 


Plaxton Beaver 
25 coach seats, bus door, 
destination gear, MoT 11/04 
Only £2,495 + VAT 


Other vehicles 
available 
Please enquire 


New Renault Master 
diesel, 16 seater, fully soft 
trimmed, twin rear doors. 
Certified and ready to go! 

Only £19,450 + VAT 


2001 Mercedes Vario 614 
24 seater with Plug door and 
destination equipment, 3- 
point belts. Rarely available - 
be quick! £34,995 + VAT 


PART-EXCHANGE CONSIDERED ON ALL VEHICLES 
Tel: 01782 598310 cis71 c202s8 


Bute Street, Fenton, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire ST4 3PS 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


DREW WILSON 
BUS AND COACH SALES 
Tel/Fax: 01555 840848 - Mobile: 07764 200444| 


MERCEDES 814 MELLOR BODY, 1999, MoT 00/11/04, 33 
seats, coach seats, video,boot,forced air, reading lights, 


£39,000 
VOLVO B10M VAN HOOL ALIZEE, 1993, CURRENT MoT, 
48 seats, crew seat,rear sunken toilet,continental door, air 
conditioning, aircraft lockers, Telma retarder, 


£49,000 

1992 VOLVO B10M BERKHOF EXCELLENCE 2000, 51 
reclining seats, w/c, VGC £35,000 
1986 VOLVO B10M VAN HOOL ALIZEE, 49 reclining 
seats, centre WC, Continental door, video, boiler/fridge, 
good condition, £16,000 

OLVO B10M VAN HOOL ALIZEE T8, 1996, CURRENT 
MoT, 53 seats, 6 speed gear box, d/g, cont door, Telma, TV, 
toilet, aux Heater £65,000 
1989, VOLVO B10M VAN HOOL ALIZEE, Low driver, 53 
reclining, MoT 05/05, TV/video, radio, CD, p.a. retractable 
seat belts, private plate, d/glazed, good condition £24,500 
1985, MERCEDES 609, Frank Guy conversion, 20 coach- 
type, newly retrimmed seats, new roof and sidepanels, radio 
cassette, boot, service type power door, luggage racks, seat 
belts, MoT 12/05, very good condition £11,500 
1989, MERCEDES 609D, Plaxton Beaver, 23 coach 
seats, boot, slam door, luggage racks, radio cassette, mig 
TBA, MoT November 2004, Will repaint in one base colour 

£7,000 
1984, VOLVO B10M VAN HOOL ALIZEE, 49 reclining 
seats, c/sunken toilet, new MoT, retrimmed seats, radio 
cassette, will repaint in one base colour £10,500 
1985, VOLVO B10M CAETANO ALGARVE 1, 55 
retrimmed seats, grey graffiti moquette, TV/ Video, MoT 
11/04, will repaint in one base colour £10,500 
1996 (P), VOLVO B10M JONCKHEERE DEAUVILLE, 49 
recliners, c/sunken toilet, radio, p.a., forced air ventilation, 
reading lights, private plate, MoT 26/1/05, excellent condi- 
tion £60,000 
1989 (F), VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3500, 
49 recliners, c/sunken toilet, radio, p.a. seatbelts, TV/Video, 
allstretch and sidepanels renewed and repainted in white, 
MoT 26/03/05 excellent condition £20,000 
2001 MERCEDES VARIO 814D PLAXTON BEAVER Il, 31 
service seats plus 12 standees, low mileage, 12 months MoT 
full DipTac Ill spec., manual gearbox £29,500 
Also, 27-seater of above available £29,500 
1981 LEYLAND ATLANTEAN, 86-seats, new MoT, choice 
£ 


of 2 
1995 B10M VAN HOOL ALIZEE,48-seats + toilet, D/G 
£ 


12,500 
1999 B10M PLAXTON EXCALIBUR, 49/53-seats, c/toilet, 
D/G, A/C, Auto G/Box, £85,000 
1995 MERCEDES 711 AUTOBUS, 24-seats, P/door, boot, 
vge £17,500 
2001 (Y) reg Optare Solo, 33-seats, LWB, MoT 04 05, 
white/grey exterior, 170,000 miles, grey moquette, VGC, 
£51,000 
1988 Volvo B10M Jonckheere P599, 49 retrimmed seats 
rear sunken w/c, boiler, fridge, video, white exterior, MoT 
29/5/05, VGC, £16,500 
OS aad Athen fl 
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1996 TOYOTA OPTIMO 3, 21 reclining seats, large 
boot, vgc £15,500 
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Day’s Coaches 
Rotherham 


“95 Marco Polo Dennis Javelin 20+ mpg, 
5! se elts, massive locker & boot. toilet. TV 


Ww, MuNt. Must see. Must try. 
this one. £36,500 ono 


2,800 The Dogs! 


‘82 Plaxton Viewmaster, 


Drives like new £8,500 ono 

‘88 11 metre Duple 320 Dennis Javelin 20+ mpg, 

53 seater, big locker, good all round condition 
‘84 Volvo BIOM le Carib! 


* £8,500 ono 
‘83 PP Volvo BIOM Jonckheere P90, 
“£8,500 ono 
‘86 MCW Metroliner, 
77 seater. no t st, Cheap 


est, third ret 


Day’s Coaches Ltd is for Sale 
Turnover of £400K Plus 
Principles Only 


Tel: 01709 586 343 
or 07712 936138 


R.A.MATTHEWS 


OMMERCIALS 
QUALITY PREPARED/REFURBISHED 
USED COACHES 


1990 Mercedes Setra, 49 seats 
with centre sunken W/C, double 
glazed, air con, TV + video, excel- 
lent all round condition, respray in 
white L £29,950 ono 
1985 Duple 425, 57 seats, fully 
modernised front & rear, good all 
round condition,to include new 
£14,950 ono 


OTHER VEHICLES AVAILABLE 
All vehicles plus VAT 


FROMES HILL LEDBURY, HEREFORDSHIRE 
Tel: 01531 640374 (Anytime) 


1996 (N) Plaxton Premier 350 
Good condition, 49-seats + crew, centre toilet, was air cond but compressor u/s, 
otherwise all working & OK. MoT Nov 04. Currently in Disney livery but definately 
not a mickey mouse motor. Cheapest on market at £45,000 + VAT 


\ 


70 Seat Coach 


We are in a position to release a second 70-seat coach from our fleet. 
1989 Dennis Javelin 70-seat coach 
3 point seat belts, new MoT test, manual gearbox. move all the little darlings in 


one go - and charge more for it! Good runner and very reliable. Special offer 
£25,995 
We will take a p.x. on either of these coaches - especially if you have an 
automatic you want to move on! Just phone for a chat and offer us what you 
have - as long as it isn’t a Bedford, - I’m allergic to them 


Call Peter or Tim 020 8858 0031 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Vehicle Sales 


COACH BUILDERS IRL 
www.eurocoachbuilders.ie 
Tel: 00353 7495 31528 Fax: 00353 7495 31930 


Full range of customers 
second hand vehicles for sale 
on our web page 
New Vehicles for Sale Ex Stock 


37 seater Loxia 

35 seater Loxia 
V33 built to order 
V29 built to order 
24 seater Vario 
built to order 

16 seater Sprinter built to order 
New LX29 now available 


For further details on above vehicles contact 
Donal of Leinster Vehicles Distributors Ltd. on 
00353 568831899 


Reg. No. Depot Gearbox Price 
Excluding VAT 

W401 PRC, Mercedes 

choice of 2 Nottingham 49 + Toilet £95,000 


Hispano 5, 
49 + Toilet £24,950 


SIL 1898 Volvo/Plaxton 
Nottingham £14,250 
Nottingham rebodied 2001 13/02/1986 £23,000 


ts 
Choice of 6 
service buses Ne ham Leyland Lynx 1990 Auto 49 + belts £8,950 
N ham 


DAF $B3000 1988 Auto Decker, no £8,950 
seats, 
requires 
renovation 


Contact Bob @ Nottingham 0115 924 8250 or Simon @ Birmingham 07768 997 678 
. 
Vehicles Less 


ee 
than £20,000 ae 


1990 DAF SB2300 JONCKHEERE 
DEAUVILLE ZF 6 soeed gearbox, 51 
seats, double glazed, continental door, 
toilet, radio/pa/cassette 


24/05/2000 


16/03/1995 
27/03/1992 

25/03/1988 
Volvo/MC 


Auto + A/C 


SJ. 8113 Scania/Joncheere Man + A/C 49 + Toilet 


HIL 8286 
choice of 3 


Manual 68 seats 


TFU 62T 


MIL 8334 


Nottingham 


Szudwasiz40Ape AnoX adveid 0} $728 1 PZ OZL80 SUlY PIIJZISSEID 


1987 DAF LAG PANORAMIC, ZF 6 soeed 
gearbox, 49 seats, double glazing, 
continental door, Telma, TV/video, Drinks. 


Both Vehicles are Available Now 


Please call 01709 705500 
to mone iy an offer 


Web: www.uk-cacom 


CG 


ansbus 


© 


Fox: 01709 705569 


SeULAS 
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1983 Volvo B10M Jonckheere P50 
51 reclining seats (new retrim). rear 
sunken toilet, boiler, 

12 months test, radio & PA 
£7,950 + VAT 


1984 Volvo B10M Plaxton 
3500 Paramount 
53 recliners, TV, Video, 
curtains, radio & PA 
£6,950 + VAT 


1982 Volvo B10M Van Hool 
51 reclining seats (retrimmed), 
radio & PA 
£6,500 + VAT 


1983 Volvo B10M VanHool, 53 reclining seats (re-trimmed), including all 
mechanical work complete. New boot and low step conversion over 
£4,000 recently spent, needs little work to finish but no time at moment, 
drives superb £7,950 + VAT with 12 months test 


All above in daily use with road tax, 


current MoT & Private Plates 


1980 Volvo B58 Plaxton Viewmaster, 57 seater, retrimmed in latest 
Graffiti, seatbelts, Blaupunkt PA 


1985 Scania K112 Jonchkeere, 49 seater exec with belts, centre toilet, 
mint condition, MoT Oct, drive away bargain £9,750 + VAT 


1988 Daf SB 3000, (big Daf powered) Van Hool, 51 reclining seats 
with belts, brown chevron - interior, centre toilet, 2 x TV's, radio/PA, 12 
months MoT and taxed, plain white exterior £19,000 + VAT 


1988 Volvo B10M Van Hool, 49 seats with belts, exec with centre toilet, 
CD player, PA, trimmed in grey chevron, exterior white/blue 
£19,000 + VAT 


Up to your neck with HP payments every month, 
then why don’t you part exchange your new 
vehicle in for 2 or 3 older vehicles and cash. 

Will take 1990 onwards 
Volvo's, Daf, Scania, Bova’s, Van Hools, Irizar’s 


Tel: 01257 473333 
or Mobile: David 07740 417969 


FOR SALE - Just Out of Service 


National Greenways Volvos x 3, 49-seats, belted, Private Plate................ £5,750 
1989 Leyland Lynx Gardner Turbo, 49-seats, belted............:ccee as 
1994 Wright Handybus 8.5 metre Dart, 27 seater,could upseat to 35 
1978 Leyland National Cummins / Alison, choice Of 4............::00 
1978 Leyland National 510, choice of 2... 
1984 Leyland Tiger ECW Service Bus.... 
W Reg Olympian, 77-seats, 13.8m.... 
X Reg Titan, 73-seats, 14.6M............:00 
X Reg Titan, 73-seats, new engine, 13.8m....... 
Y Reg Olympian, 77-seats, new engine, 14.6m... 
C Reg Olympian, choice of 2, 14.6m. sai 
KREG A tla MMO Aa sas scsscts 525 os ctasesccsvapsnasavvenaursernvenasswnncensnceaneesasenansssensausadaasnaens £2,500 

All vehicles sold with long or full MoTs, are very clean and have many 

spares for all the above. 
Come and see and give us a bid 


Pilkingtons, Accrington 
01254 237032 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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New 
Toyota's 


Available from 
Stock 


2000 W L124 Irizar Centry’s - 49-Seat, full spec, Choice 
2001 B10M Plaxton Excalibur - Choice 
M reg Volvo B12T Jonckheere Deauville - 49 seat exec 
L reg Neoplan Cityliner - 49 seat 
1993 Scania Plaxton Premiere - 49 seat exec 
1991 Toyota Optimo - 18-seater 
1998 Iveco Beaulas Eurorider - 49 exec 
1993 Toyota Optimo - 18 seat, absolutely immaculate 
1989 LAG Panoramic - 49 seat exec, very clean 


Many more vehicles to come, Ring for list 
Wanted for cash - your surplus vehicles 
AD COACH SALES 


Telephone: 01884 860767 Fax: 01884 860711 
e-mail: ggoodwin@adcoachsales.co.uk www.adcoachsales.co.uk 
KO KK KKK KK Kk kk 
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1995 (M) Optimo, Mark 3 
21-seats, MOT Feb 2005. Very clean and tidy 
£12,000 + VAT 
Also Available: Mk 1 Toyota Optimo, 18-seater....offers 


Re-advertised due to time wasters 


Tel: 0118 9888531 


Volvo B10M Plaxton 3500 1984, second owners from new, moT 
March 2005, 53 recliners, excellent contract vehicle, clean and tidy 
£6,950 + VAT 
Volvo B10M Plaxton 3500 1985, 53 recliners, aircraft style lockers, 
MoT April 2005, engine rebuilt 2 years ago, new gearbox, clean and 
tidy, excellent contract coach £8,950 + VAT 


Set of seats, 53 remoquetted, 1 year’s service since remoquetted 
£300 
2 x ZF gearbox, Mark | and Mark Il for Volvo £300 


Jonckheere Bermuda glass Open to Offers 


Tel: 01342 843731 (Gatwick) 


Mercedes 711D ‘P’ Reg 


24-seater, 
Onyx Conversion, slam door, 
air con, curtains, video, PA, 
boot, wheel trims. 


Very low mileage, long T & T, 
walnut dash, wooden sils 


Must be viewed 
£17,250 + VAT 


Telford 01952 415 607 or 07767 250 246 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 
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FPDSavills 


By Order of 
Torrs Coaches (Nottingham) Ltd 
(Due to the Sale of the Business) 


Auction 


Tuesday 10 August 2004 at 11am 
at Torrs Coaches (Nottingham) Ltd., 
Private Road No.3, Colwick Industrial Estate, 
Colwick, Nottingham 


10 Coaches 
Volvo ‘B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500’ 53-Seater 
(1990/G); 
Volvo ‘B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500’ 53-Seater 
(1989/F) with Demountable Toilet (49-Seater 
with Toilet); 
Volvo ‘B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500’ 49-Seater 
(1988/E) with Toilet; 
Volvo ‘B10M Plaxton Paramount 3200’ 53-Seater 
(1988/E); 
Volvo ‘B58 Plaxton Supreme’ 57-Seater (1980); 
Dennis ‘Javelin Duple’ 35-Seater (1989/G); 
DAF ‘Berkhof Esprit’ 49-Seater (1985 - 

Private Plate) with Toilet; 
Leyland ‘Tiger Plaxton 3500’ 51-Seater 
(Semi-Automatic) (1985 - Private Plate); 
Leyland ‘Tiger Super 5 TL II’ 51-Seater 
(Semi-Automatic) (1982 - Private Plate); 
Leyland ‘Leopard Duple’ 53-Seater, 11m, 
(Semi-Automatic) (1980) 
All with current MoTs. 
Also 
Volkswagen ‘Caddy’ Van (Diesel) (1997/R) 
(MoT to March 2005). 
And 
Fully Equipped Workshop, Hand Tools, 
Coach Spares, etc. 
On View:Monday 9 August 2004 from 9am-4pm 
and on Sale Day from 9am. 
Catalogue £2 Buyer’s Premium 10% 

For further Details & Catalogue Contact: 


24hr. Hotline 0906 8615195 
(calls cost 60p per min) 


FPD Savills, 4 St. Peter’s Gate, Nottingham, NG1 2JG 
Tel: 0115 934 8100 Fax: 0115 934 8003 


E-mail: plantsales@fpdsavills.co.uk www.fpdsavills.co.uk/plantsales 


What does 
PSVPRODUCTS 
Sell? 


MONITOR & DVD SYSTEMS 
Installed from 
£750 + VAT 
(£825 + VAT Installed at 
your premises!) 


BDGid JINACLI 


Nationwide Delivery 


Call PSVPRODUCTS on 
01925 210220 


Bus Electrical, 
Harrow 


LCD TFT Screen 18in 


A 


Wide Product Range in the UK! 

DVD Players @ Video Players @ LCD Monitors @ Standard 

Monitors @ PA Systems @ Radio & Cassette Players @ CD 
Players @ Microphones @ Drink Machines ®@ and much more! 


Bus Electrical 25 Parkfield Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex HA2 6NR 
Tel: 020 8420 1943 Fax: 020 8357 0487 Email: av@psv.co.uk 
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> Cm (870) 241 8745 


Mi &H COACHWORKS Ltd 


FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, 1 litre foam to BS 5423 
c/w gauge and bracket £28.50 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, new red, EEC type, 2 litre 
foam to BS EN3 complete with gauge and bracket 
£31.50 

SCHOOL SIGNS £22.00 per set 

FIRST AID KITS PSV SPEC, within viny! case 
£16.50 

NO SMOKING stickers, double sided £0.87 each 
EMERGENCY EXIT stickers, white on black 
£0.77 each 

FIRST AID STICKERS, white on green, 

£0.77 each 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER stickers, red on white 
£0.87 each 

WINDOW HAMMERS small £2.50 

ANTI THEFT WINDOW HAMMER (wired) 
£12.50 

‘'T KEYS’ £1.75 each 

12/24V DRIVERS FANS £16.50 


5 day course & 2 day revision 
(between 8.30am & 4pm) 


or try our supported home study course 
Book now for the September and December exams 


Hot Drinks, Drinkmaster - the on-board 


Are you in 


LONG REAR MUDFLAP 98in x 12in £29.50 beverage specialist. Perfectly sealed, single there? 
TWIN WHEEL MUDFLAP 22in x 12in £6.50 3 : 
serve drinks that meet all health and safety regulations. 
All above plus P&P + VAT Over Bavvartetosioch f i dudina all leadi é 
sa for full list please visit [SEER | Ver fifty varieties to choose from - including all leading . 
BH www.mhcoachworks.co.uk | brands. Call us today 0800 373 515 or The Whisperer 


email info@drinkmaster.co.uk No minimum 
order & reliable delivery 


column every week 


LEEDS 0113 244 1671 


BREAKING FOR 
SPARES 


12vde & 24vdc 
Compact hot drinks 
machines, 6 litre 
capacity, fast heat up 
times, uses the 


1990 Plaxton B10M er woke . 
rinks. Transvend also 

1983 Lag Galaxy supply the complete 
/Daf MB200 range of machines 
www.transvend.co.uk 


Snows Commercials Ltd 
Tel: 01454 632508 
Fax: 01454 633752 


www.snows-commercials.co.uk 


Tel 01438 743838 


GARAGE EQUIPMENT 


> 


DIESEL ENGINE SPARE PARTS AND RECONDI- 
TIONING FOR: Volvo, Gardner, Cummins, 
Leyland, DAF, MAN. Tel: 01204 468213 Fax: 
01204 468226, Myco Engineering Services Ltd. 


CRAIG TILSLEY 


Suppliers of reconditioned: 


SCANIA 

GARDNER 

LEYLAND 

CUMMINS ENGINES 
CYLINDER HEADS 
CRANKCASES 

TEL: CRANKSHAFTS _4@aaaebeniiied 
01782 791524 WAS EL LAE) IND. EST. 
01782 791527 PUMPS COATES HEATH, 
FAX: IS = STOKE-ON-TRENT 
01782 791316 $121 6QY 


FUEL STORAGE TANKS 


- for sale or hire 


Pumps, Fuel management 
Systems, decommissioning, 
Repair & Service 


All at affordable prices that will 
save you money 


Call today to discuss your 
requirements 


4am TERENCE 01376 


BARKER = 330661 
TANKS 


www.terencebarkertanks.co.uk 
enquiries@terencebarkertanks.co.uK 


Commercial Vehicle Lift, & Commercial 
brake testers for sale. Contact Roger on 
01299 251615 or 07932 069627 


feneenrowrs 


TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT loose wheel- 
nut indicators or to locate your nearest 
stockist, Tel: 01204 576334 


> 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


JoU"9U0-3}NOJ MMM 


Workshop PITS — we manufacture galvanised steel work- 
shop pits for service, maintenance and HGV/PSV MoT test lanes 
Buy ex-works for your own builder to install or go for our complete 
installation package. Our PITS are durable and cost-effective. 

ISO 9001-2000 certified, we provide a range of quality workshop installation services: 
compressed air, lube dispensing, lighting & electrical, ground works, exhaust 
extraction and major workshop equipment. You won't need another contractor. 
Contact: Adam Schapiro on 0117 955 1800 
Email: sales @hammersmith-engineering.co.uk 


igs, ammersmith 
engineering 


www.hammersmith-engineering.co.uk 


High Specification, Low Temperature Operation 


s fens srmurs 


vehicle 


Tel: 0151 355 0004 - Fax: 0151 356 8408 


Credit cards accepted 


Market Place 


Fax Us on 
0870 241 8891 


UK Manufacturers 
Quick Deliveries 
To suit all types of 


2 Lyon Close 


Competitive Prices Woburn Road Ind Estate 
Kempston 
Beds MK42 7SB 


For Further Information & Tel: 01234 843979 
Technical AssistanceContact Fax: 01234 843916 
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TRADITIONAL COACH 
PAINTING SERVICE 


07770 584 208 DAYS 
OR 01246 238 002 EVES 


Number Plate for sale, M5 BUS, £2,000 


ono, tel: 01726 73906 } VISA | 


YOUR SEAT BELT INSTALLATION IS OUR REPUTATION 


SOVEREIGN 
AUTO 
SERVICES 


A New Outlook in 
Commercial 
and Passenger Seating 
Phoenix Seating Limited 
manufactures the highest quality 
seating for the commercial and 
passenger markets. The whole 
manufacturing process from 
concept through design to 
engineering is carried out 
in - house. All seats are tested to 
M1, M2, M3 standard EEC directive 
761115 and ECE R14.05 using 
accredited test centres in the uk. 


@ Major Work undertaken 


Sovereign Reigning Supreme 
Call us on 01282 721 824 
07940 116 427 (Anytime) For more information call us on 

01384 296622 or contact 

Sara Haywood on 07810 852270 


MD 7's different. 
route 
ONE 


Direct tothe heart ofthe coach and bus industry 


TRAILWAYS LIMITED 


COACH REFURBISHMENTS 
& LUXURY COACH TRAVEL 


Specialists in:- 


y STRETCH PANELS 


...that’s 
BODY PANELS 


Ym cassis revues routeONE 


RE-SPRAYS 


INSURANCE APPROVED REPAIRERS 
: 01922 495522 


o« MINIBUS & COACH | 
SPECIALISTS 


“Talk to the experts 
for the best service 
around” | 


Specialist Paint Shop, 62 foot fully equipped 
booth, panel making, insurance work, call Hereford 
Coach & Commercial Refinishers 

| 01531 670 345 

@ Swift, Professional Advice 

@ Experienced, Friendly Staff 

@ Quality Claims Service 

@ Exclusive Rates & Covers : > 

@ Rarely Beaten on Price . | PCV and HGV Paint Specialists 


y 
a / Repair 


/ / Centre 


0113 244 8686 


O3Cid JONALL 


: 0113 243 8668 


& Gauntlet croup 


Fax Us on 
0870 241 8891 


® Car-quality finish 
® Meticulous attention to 
detail 


® Metallics, pearls & 
fades a speciality 


® 15m x 5m spray booth 
01246 450700 


for a free quotation 


Unit 58, Station Lane Industrial Estate, Old Whittington, Chesterfield, $41 90X 


Low cost sales, spare parts and service. 
Full details: 
Transport Ticket Services Ltd, 
Newcastle, 
Monmouth, Gwent NP25 4NT 


Fax Us on 
0870 241 8891 
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Market Place 


0870 241 8745 


Workshops/ Garaging/ 
Storage 
Will never rust 
Buildings to BS5950 


updated 
4 times 


past 25 years 
sure you get yours this year, 
phone now: 
Whalley Centre for 
Transport Studies 
Tel: 01254 2481 
x: 01254 2 


Email: info@w ytransportstudies.co.uk 


01384 
455330 
Quality ReManufactured 
Transmissions 
LEYLAND HYDRACYLIC 
ALLISON AT SERIES 
VOITH DIWA FREE DELIVERY 


ZF ECOMAT FULL WARRANTY 
m) 
= FITTING SERVICE 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


41sO 9002 
Registered 
Company 


www. bluestripereman.co.uk 


THE COACH 
OPERATORS’ 
NUMBER........ 


BLUELINE BUILDINGS 


Cost 
Effective 
Solutions 


BLUESTRIPE 


Steel Buildings 
Widths from 20ft up 
to 70ft 
Unlimited lengths 


Alan Madrell School of Motoring Ltd. 
P.C.V Training, Licence upgrades. 
Accommodation available. Tel 0191 373 
3145 www.alanmadrell.co.uk 


P. L. Trim Limited 


along with 
Blackpool Coach 
Services 


* RETRIM * 
REPANEL 
* REPAINT * 


P. L. Trim Limited 
for your interior work 


Blackpool Coach Services 
for your exterior 


P. L. Trim Limited 
01253 696033 


Blackpool Coach Services 
01253 698686 


0870 241 8745 


, 2F MERCEDES VOLVO EATON 
AIC RENAULT SCANIA TOYOTA BEDFORD 

LEYLAND DAF FORD IVECO MAN 
ROCKWELL SEDDON DODGE FULLER 


\] moquette, lino, soft trim and floor carpet 


Where first impressions count 


We supply an extensive range 
of interior Trims and Coach 
Carpet,cut to your 
requirements and delivered 
next day, nationwide. 
For a comprehensive quality 
service it is essential that 
you call us. 

* Soft Trim * Ribbed Floor 
Carpet 
* Vel Trim »* Coir Matting 
* Rubber Matting 


THE LEADING COACH | Tel 01254 871879 
TRIM SPECIALISTS Fax 01254 388254 


aT 


AUTOMOMVE TECTILE SUPPLIES 


Second Hand Somers Vehicle Lifts avail- 
able for sale. Limited stock available. 
Please call 07970 579258 


Now OFFERING 


Good quality trimming, common sense 
prices. Some sets same day. Sales of 


All major credit cards accepted a} 


LUXURY COACH , 
SERVICE BUSES AND 
MINIBUS TRIMMING AT 


~ 609/709/811D 
Next day delivery nationwide 
Tel nextBus Ltd 


01249 462 462 | 


__ (24 hours) 4 
www.mercedesmagic.co.uk 


M1, M2 SEAT SUPPLIERS 
SEAT BELT INSTALLATIONS 


Complete Range of 


| “aVatTs” 


Parts available 


lS "~~ 
| Sysis 


3 Tweed Road,Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 6RR 
Tel: 01275 349411 
Service: 01275 337078 
Fax: 01275 349311 
www.ayats.co.uk 

E-mail: enquiries@ayats.co.uk 


CLEARING LINES 
From.....£1,500 


45 Years Coach 
Trimming experience 
(Mid Glamorgan) 


01443 710240 


leisureweor 
Direct Ltd 


Skool Summer Holidays 
= time to catch up @ 
+ phone callto LWD 
= brochure and samples 


Minibus Spares 


Minibus roof/luggage rack for 
low roof Convoy or LDV 400. 
Galvanised with ladder 


/ complete simple order form 
=best dressed drivers for CG 
September 200u pv 


e Personal service guaranteed 
e No hidden extra costs 


Tel: 01298 74737 Fax:0129871674 
www.leisureweardirect.com 
Buxton, Derbyshire 


£75 +VAT 
also 


Minibus seats (14) lap/diagonal 
seatbelts out of LDV 400. 
£450 +VAT ono 


Tel: 01285 644644 (Glos) 


VOR TRANSMISSIONS LTD 
TEL: 01902 604141 FAX :01902 603868 EMAIL 
vor@globainet.co.uk www.vor.co.uk 


Ny 
& Wy 
_ a ica EE | FREEPHONE 0800 018 4141 0800 018 4141 


| 
’L\ 24 HOUR 365 DAYS 
Y 
SERVICE A YEAR 


() . RHA 
gma, MEMBER 


Market Place 
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Vehicle off the road... 
still waiting for that part? 


At Unitec our priority is getting and keeping your vehicles on the road... 
whatever make, whatever part we're here to help you. 


O3Cld JONICL 


With Unitec you have immediate access to a highly trained technical team, 
on call to help with all your enquiries. Plus access to a stock of over 31,000 
product lines, so there's no waiting around. 


Call at any time between 8.00am and 5.30pm and you'll get all stock items 
delivered by noon the next day, plus FREE delivery on all orders over £250. 


Tel: 0113 232 1228, 1241, 1209,1212 Fax:0113 260 2294 Email: parts@optare.com 


Unitec is a division of the Optare Group 


How much can you gain 
from an sorb aaa 


= ar Wash Ltd. 


DON'T PUSH ME AROUND! 


Moby Dick Single Brush 


Self propelled Brush Wash - cleans bus/ 
coach/truck in just 4 minutes. 

500L on board water tank - cleans 4-6 
vehicles between refills. 
www.carwashsystems.co.uk 

JGE Car Wash Limited, Kettering. 
Tel: 01536 411919 


Have you got a PRODUCT or SERVICE 
that you would like to promote to the 
coach and bus industry? 


If so - route 
can help! 


From as little as £20 + VAT, you can have your 
product or service seen by over 5,800 coach and 
bus operators in the UK and Southern Ireland. 
To take advantage of this service or to request a 
quote, call us on 0870 241 8745 


Let us help you get 
your products moving! 
call Dan 


on 
0870 241 8745 
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Worthing 


veterans 


Bernie Wingfield, Dave Caple, Cllr Jack and Mrs Lyla Saheid, Traffic 
Commissioner Chris Heaps, Andrew Dyer and Percy Randall 


WHEN Stagecoach South, the 
company that purchased 
Southdown Motor Services Ltd 
in 1989, hosted the Worthing 
Centenary celebration at the 
Worthing depot (route , 
News, 29 July), Managing 
Director Andrew Dyer invited 
Chris Heaps, Traffic 
Commissioner for the South 
East, to cut a special bus cake in 
the presence of the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Worthing, Cllr Jack 


and Mrs Lyla Saheid. 

To complete the ceremony 
Stagecoach invited three of the most 
senior former employees who still 
live in the Worthing area. 

Bernie Wingfield, 9! started 
driving in 1930 and retired as an 
inspector in 1978. Dave Caple, 93 
started after him in 1934 and 
finished in 1976. The eldest, Percy 
Randall who is now 99, started in 
the same year as his colleague 
Bernie and retired in 1971. 


ALFA COACHES of Chorley, 
Lancashire, has appointed Chris 
Hindle as Area Traffic Manager 
for the North East, Midlands and 
South East. 

Chris joins the traffic office team at 
Alfa’s head office in Euxton, bringing 
with him extensive knowledge of the 
coaching industry. 

He joins from Maynes of 


Chris 


¢ Hindle 


joins 
Alfa 


Manchester where he held the 
position of Coach Manager for four 
years. He was previously with Ellen 
Smith of Rochdale, Blue Bus of 
Bolton, and Shearings. Chris began his 
career as a part-time driver with 
Bolton Coachways in 1985. He joined 
ILG’s Coach Europe as a shuttle 
driver, leaving for Shearings’ National 
Holidays team in its Wigan office. 


Herne Bay engineer retires 


FORTY SIX years ago Dick 
Brooker trained as an apprentice 
bus engineer with what was then 
Maidstone & District Motor 
Service Ltd. He is now retiring 
from his position as Engineering 
Manager at Stagecoach’s Herne 


Bay depot where he led a team of 


27 people. 

One of his leaving presents is an 
album of photos covering the many 
different bus makes that he had 


communication between 
Bridgestone UK, the fleets, and its 
dealers. 


In brief... 


worked on over the years. The first in 
the album is a 1950 Leyland Tiger. He 
was also presented with a watch from 
his colleagues. 

Dick is spending his retirement with 


Tim Moss becomes Moto 
International MD 

SELECT Service Partner (SSP), part 
of the Compass Group, has 
appointed Tim Moss to the newly 
created role of Managing Director 
of Moto International to oversee 
the expansion of its motorway 
service area network across 
Europe. 

Initially Tim will focus on building 
the business in France, Spain and 
Germany, utilising his experience as 
Managing Director of Moto 
Hopitality Ltd, SSP’s UK arm. 


Bridgestone appoints Andy 
Mathias in the south 
BRIDGESTONE has appointed 
Andy Mathias as Truck Point 
Business Development Manager for 
southern England. 

Based in Bristol, Andy will add 
impetus to investment plans to 
strengthen the network and will 
ensure there are clear lines of 


@ Derek Hambling, Project 
Manager for Cedric Coaches 
International of Wivenhoe, 
Colchester, won £1,000 worth of 
Bridgestone commercial vehicle 
tyres in a competition on the Truck 
Point stand at the Commercial 
Vehicle Show three years ago. The 
mixed fleet of 27 coaches and 
buses now runs mainly on 
Bridgestone tyres. 


Neil Raha joins MVA as 


Project Director 
NEIL RAHA has joined MVA‘s 
London office as Projects Director, 
Transport Modelling. A 
mathematician and astrophysicist, 
he has 10 years consultancy 
experience in transport modelling, 
urban traffic management and 
control, data analysis and 
geographic information systems. 
MVA advises public and private 
sector organisations in the fields of 
health, crime, education, tourism, 
sports, leisure and utilitites. 


his grandchildren, his garden at his 


home in Sittingbourne and is hoping to 


improve his golf. 


Top NVQ passes at Aldershot 


at$ » Mark Barne =! 

BUS DRIVERS at Beaghconatil s 
82-vehicle Aldershot depot in 
Hampshire are top of the depot 
league in the company’s 
southern region for NVQ passes. 

Graham Harmer, Operations 
Manager says that 15% of its 141 
drivers have now gained their NVQ 


level 2 for Transporting Passengers 


by Road. 

The high take up of the voluntary 
qualification that drivers study for on 
a part-time basis can be attributed to 
the encouragement of Mark Barnett 
the NVQ trainer and lan Brown the 
assessor based at the depot. 
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PLAXTON 
Paramounts sold in 
vast numbers and 
hundreds are still 
on the road. 
However, it’s a 
1980s design that 
looks dated, so 
what price a re- 
style that brings 
this coach industry 
stalwart into the 
21st Century? Mike 
Morgan goes in 
search of the 
answer. 


DAVE Kaye, a Yorkshireman who left school at 16 to work for the 
local bus company that subsequently became part of First’s UK bus 
operations, is now elevated to Operations Director with wide-ranging 
responsibility for improving performance at a time when all is not well. 


recruitment 


PCV MANUAL 
DRIVERS REQUIRED 


Immediate start for right person in 
this small, growing Company 
x Full or Part time 


x £360 + per week with 
opportunity for more 
x NO SUNDAY WORKING 


OXFORD AREA 
Tel: 07712 880 322 


For information or a chat 


PCV Drivers 
Required 


South London based Company 
Good rates of pay 
Full & Part Time positions 
Call Keith or Mark now 


on 
0208 680 5111 


ONE 


How much can you gain 
from an enquiry? 


Do you have a PRODUCT, VEHICLE or SERVICE which you 
would like to promote to the coach and bus industry? 


If so - routeONE can help! 


From as little as £20 + VAT, you can have your 
product or service seen by over 5,800 coach and 
bus operators in the UK and Southern Ireland. 
To take advantage of this service or to request a 
quote, call us on 0870 241 8745 
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VENTURA 


2001 ‘y’ 2000 ‘w’ 2000 ‘w’ 
BOVA FUTURA FHD 51S8TR EXEC, SCANIA IRIZAR L124 49 Exec, BOVA FuTURA FHD 518TR EXEC, 
1 OWNER, LOW MILEAGE, A/C, 1 OWNER, LOW MILEAGE, A/C, 1 QWNER, LOW MILEAGE, A/C, MANUAL, 
TWIN MONITORS, REV / CAMERA, COMFORT SHIFT, CHOICE OF 2, TWIN MONITORS, REV/CAMERA, 
MOT JUNE O05 NEW MOT MOT May 2005 


E 
; 


e- a 


1988 ‘PP’ 1997 ‘P” 1996 ‘Pp’ 
DAF SBR3000 ParRamMoUNT 4000, VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PREMIERE 3500, DENNIS JAVELIN 240, 
73 SEATS, TOILET TV 53 SEATS, UVG UNISTAR, MANUAL, 575TR, 
MOT JuLY OS MOT JAN OS SPT ALL AGE S/BELTS, LOW MILEAGE, 
New MOT 


1999 ‘Vv’ 1999 ‘TT’ 1998 ‘B’ 
CAETANO OPTiMmo IV, DENNIS DART SLF GCAETANQ, Vo._vo B10M CAETANO ENIGMA, 
24 RECLINERS, TINTED WINDOWS, ComPAssS,10.6MTR, 318TR +19 49 RECLINERS, COURIER SEAT, TOILET, 
1 OWNER, GOOD CONDITION, STAND, W/C SPACE, CHOICE, CONTI DOOR, TV/ViIDEQ, 
MOT Dec 2004 New MOT MOT Sept 2004 


VEHICLES JUST IN... 


1997 “P” DENNIS DART 10.0mM SLF MipiBuS 1989 ‘PP’ DAF LAG PANORAMIC 49 SEATS 


1998 ‘PP’ DAF PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 4000 73 seats 1994 ‘PP’ MERCEDES 709D PLAXTON BEAVER 27+8 

1994 ‘M’ Iveco 59.12 MARSHALL 29 SEATS 1995 ‘M’ MERCEDES 609D DEVON 16 SEATS 

2001 ‘Y’ LDV CONVOY HIGH ROOF 17SEATS 1996 ‘N’ MERCEDES 711D WESSEX 33113 | 

2000 ‘W’ FoRD TRANSIT LWB 14 SEATS 1995 ‘N’ TovoTa OPTiMoO 3 21 SEATS 

2002 ‘PP’ SETRA S315 GT HD EXEC SEATS 1996 ‘P’ BOVA FUTURA 49 EXEC SEATS | 

1998 ‘S’ B10M CAETANO ENIGMA 49 SEATS 1998 ‘R’ MERCEDES 814D CiTISTAR 33+13 

1997 ‘P’ B10M PLAXTON PREMIERE 49 SEATS 1998 ‘R’ MERGEDES 612D 16 SEATS 

1998 ‘S’ EAST LANCS OLYMPIAN 72 OR 76 SEATS 1999 ‘Vv’ Iveco FORD 49-10 MELLOR 16 SEATS 

2001 ‘X’ VoLvO B10M PLAXTON PARAGON 49 SEATS 2001 *X’ VoLvoO B10M PLAXTON EXCALIBER 49 SEAT 
BSB MORE IN STOCK g@ FINANCE @ PART EXCHANGE @ RENTAL 


UNIT 39, HOBBS IND EST, NEWCHAPEL, LINGFIELD, RH'7 6HN 


TEL: 01342 835206 FAX: 01342 835813 EMAIL: INFO@VENTURASALES.CO.UK 


